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Young Family Papers
RG 152

Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Yale Divinity Library
409 Prospect Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 432-5301
divinity.library@yale.edu
http://web.library.yale.edu/divinity/special-collections

CALL NUMBER: RG 152

CREATOR: Young, Mason Pressly

TITLE: Young Family Papers

DATES: 1906-1970

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1 linear foot (2 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Correspondence, a diary, and collected materials document medical and 
educational work in China. Mason Pressly Young M.D., his wife Louise, and 
his sister Lois were Southern Presbyterian missionaries in China from 1916 to 
1949. Mason and Louise were stationed in Soochow where Mason worked at 
Elizabeth Blake Hospital. Lois was in charge of the Mary Thompson Stevens 
School for Girls in Suchowfu, North China.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.152

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use on site, please use the request links in the HTML version of 
this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.152.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of the Young family.

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.
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Young Family Papers
RG 152

Preferred Citation
Young Family Papers (RG 152), Special Collections, Yale Divinity Library.

Processing Information
Place names were modernized in the description, with the name originally used in the collection material 
or in an older version of the finding aid in parenthesis: e.g. "Beijing (Peking)" or "Benin (Dahomey)".

Biographical / Historical
Mason Pressly Young was born in Due West, South Carolina in 1887. Following his graduation from Erskine 
College, he taught at Assiut College, Assiut, Egypt for three years. He returned to the United States for 
medical training and sailed for China in 1916. He met Louise Oehler on the voyage to China and they were 
married two months after their arrival. They were stationed at Elizabeth Blake Hospital in Soochow, a 
250-bed general hospital which had a large psychiatric department. The Sino-Japanese war forced the 
abandonment of the Soochow facility in 1937; the hospital continued to function in a nearby village for a 
short time until the patients could be placed in a Shanghai hospital. The Youngs returned to the U.S. on 
furlough in 1940 and, following World War II, were reassigned to a hospital in Jiaxing (Kashing). Following 
his return to the U.S. in 1949, Dr. Young practiced medicine in Anderson, South Carolina for ten years. He 
died in 1960.

Louise Oehler Young was born in Aiken, South Carolina in 1892. Following her graduation from the 
University of Texas in 1915, she sailed for China under the Presbyterian Church, U.S. Board of Missions and 
met her future husband en route. In addition to preparing their two children, Louise (b.1918) and Josephine 
(b.1924), for high school, Louise taught English and Bible classes, served as bookkeeper and treasurer of the 
hospital from time to time and did evangelistic work. She died in 1986.

Lois Young, sister of Mason, was born in Due West, South Carolina in 1890. Following studies at Erskine 
College and the Biblical Seminary in New York City, she went to China and took charge of the Mary 
Thompson Stevens School for Girls in Suchowfu, North China. During World War II, Lois was held prisoner 
by the Japanese for seven months before her return to the United States in 1942.

Scope and Contents
This collection consists of primarily photocopied material. Detailed correspondence documents the life 
and work of Mason and Louise Young in Soochow, particularly the medical work of Mason, as well as the 
educational work of Lois Young in Suchowfu. The memoir of Lois Young documents the period when she 
was interned by the Japanese.

Arrangement
I. Correspondence, 1906-1970
II. Diary, 1941-1942
III. Collected Material, 1928-1961, n.d.

Page 4 of 8



Series I: Correspondence Young Family Papers
RG 152

Collection Contents
Series I: Correspondence, 1906-1970

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1-3 Corres. of Mason Young in Egypt: to family 1906-1909

b. 1, f. 4-12 Corres. of Mason and Lousie Young in China: to family 1916-1937

b. 1, f. 13-18 Corres. of Mason and Lousie Young in China: to family 1938-1947, n.d.

b. 2, f. 19 Corres. of Lois Young in China: to family and others 1922–1940, 1970, 
n.d.

b. 2, f. 20 Corres. of Young and Oehler families not to or from Mason, Louise, or Lois 1918-1940, n.d.

b. 2, f. 21 Circular letters/ Presbyterian mission correspondence 1925-1938
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Series II: Diary Young Family Papers
RG 152

Series II: Diary, 1941-1942

 
Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 22 Diary/ memoir of Lois Young 1941-1942
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Series III: Collected Material Young Family Papers
RG 152

Series III: Collected Material, 1928-1961, n.d.

 
Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 23 Chinese stories written by high school students n.d.

b. 2, f. 24 Material related to Mary Thompson Stevens School n.d.

b. 2, f. 25 Miscellaneous, including Chinese language material 1928-1961, n.d.
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Missionaries
Missions, Medical -- China
Missions -- China

Names
Young, Lois
Young, Louise
Young, Mason Pressly

Corporate Body
Presbyterian Church in the U.S (Missions)
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