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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Yale Divinity Library
409 Prospect Street
New Haven, CT 06511
(203) 432-5301
divinity.library@yale.edu
http://web.library.yale.edu/divinity/special-collections

CALL NUMBER: RG 84
CREATOR: Alter, JamesP., 1919-
TITLE: James Payne Alter Papers
DATES: 1817-1984
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 15 linear feet (34 boxes)
LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers document Alter’s lifelong involvement with the Christian church
in India, his affiliation with Yale University, his activities in student Christian
organizations, and his ongoing interest in issues of peace and social concern.
James Payne Alter was born in India in 1919, son of Presbyterian missionaries.
He attended Yale College and Yale Divinity School. He was appointed as
a Presbyterian missionary to India in 1945. He taught at Ewing Christian
College in Allahabad, served as first Director of the ecumenical Christian
Retreat and Study Center, Rajpur, and wrote on Christianity in northern India.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.084

Requesting Instructions

To request items from this collection for use on site, please use the request links in the HTML version of
this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/divinity.084.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Barbara Beach Alter.

Conditions Governing Access

The materials are open for research.
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Preferred Citation

James Payne Alter Papers (RG 84), Special Collections, Yale Divinity Library.

Processing Information

Place names were modernized in the description, with the name originally used in the collection material
or in an older version of the finding aid in parenthesis: e.g. "Beijing (Peking)” or "Benin (Dahomey)”.

Biographical / Historical

Date

1919 October 14

1929-1933
1933-1936
1936-1940
1940-1942

1940-1941

1941-1942

1942

1942-1944

1944-1945

1945

1946-1947

1947-1951

1949

1951-1952
1952-1953
1954-1968

1968-1983

Event

oBornin Sialkot, Punjab, India to David Emmett Alter and Martha Payne Alter; his
parents were missionaries of the former United Presbyterian Church of North
America.

o Attended Woodstock School, Mussourie, India

o Attended Mount Hermon School, Massachusetts
o Attended Yale University, B.A.1940

o Secretary of Yale University Christian Association

o Three month prison term at Danbury Correctional Center as Conscientious
Objector

o Attended Yale Divinity School

o Married Barbara Beach, daughter of David Nelson Beach Il. (Children: Martha
(1944), John (1947), and Thomas (1950))

o Student Pastor, Haydenburg, Tennessee, Cumberland Mountain Presbytery under
the auspices of the Presbyterian Board of National Missions

o Continued studies at Yale Divinity School

o Assigned to the mission field in India by the Board of Foreign Missions of the
Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. Arrived in India October, 1945

o Attended Leonard Theological College, Jabalpur, India

o Professor of English, Chaplain, and Chair of the Department of Religion and Ethics,
Ewing Christian College, Allahabad, India

o Ordained by the Allahabad Church Council of the United Church of North India
o Continued studies at Yale Divinity School, B.D. 1952

o Served as Study Secretary for the World Council of Churches

o First Director of ecumenical Christian Retreat and Study Centre, Rajpur, India

o Researched, traveled, and published articles relating to the history of North Indian
Christianity
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Date Event
1980 o Left India on medical retirement
1983 November 7 oDied
1986 o In the Doab and Rohilkhand : North Indian Christianity 1815-1915 (Delhi: ISPCK,
1986). Published posthumously, revised and completed by John Alter, son of James

Payne Alter

Scope and Contents

This collection documents James Alter’s lifelong involvement with the Christian church in India, his
affiliation with Yale University, his activities in student Christian organizations, and his ongoing interest in
issues of peace and social concern.

Alter’s student years at Yale, his involvement in the interrelated student Christian groups of that era,

and his experiences as a conscientious objector during the Second World War are well-represented.

After his return to India, extensive correspondence, writings and collected material provide important
information about people and events as well as providing insight into Alter’s personal journey as a son of
traditional Presbyterian missionaries returning to devote his own life to an evolving participation in and
understanding of the Christian Church in northern India. This record group does not contain a great deal of
material relating specifically to the Christian Retreat and Study Centre in Rajpur, which Alter directed from
1954 to 1968. His consulting activities and research after this period are well documented.

The Correspondence of Series |, dating from 1936 to 1983, is divided into Family Correspondence and
General Correspondence. Correspondence with family members, particularly his parents, is frequent and
substantive. These letters, combined with the circular letters prepared by Jim and Barry Alter for their
family and friends, provide thorough documentation of their activities for four decades. A fair portion of
the General Correspondence is with the Presbyterian mission board and Presbyterian churches throughout
the U.S. that provided financial support for the Alters. Also included in the General Correspondence section
are letters documenting Alter’s involvement in student Christian work, peace groups, and ecumenical
ventures.

Series Il is comprised of writings by Alter, including unpublished manuscripts, student papers, book
reviews, sermons, lectures, and published works. The majority of the unpublished manuscripts and drafts
contained in this Series relate to Christianity in northern India. Many are also available in published form,
but drafts have been retained to document changes and revisions.

The materials contained in Series Il and Series |V are similar in many ways, but Series Ill, Research
Materials, represents the files that Alter had intentionally gathered together to support his ongoing
research. These research materials relate almost exclusively to Christianity in northern India or to the
interaction between Christianity and Communism. They include articles, reports, letters, notes, and
newspaper clippings.

The Collected Material of Series |V is similar in format but covers a broader range of subject matter. Some
materials relate to Christianity in India while others relate to courses taken by Alter, peace groups such as
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, student Christian groups, and other organizations with which Alter was
affiliated throughout his life, including the United Presbyterian Church Commission on Ecumenical Mission
and Relations and the World Council of Churches.

Series V, Biographical Material, gathers together documentation relating to trips, projects, and other
events in Alter’s life. The Series includes notes, reports, itineraries, photographs, and official documents.

Arrangement

I. Correspondence
Il. Writings
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I1l. Research Materials
IV. Collected Material
V. Biographical Material
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Series |: Correspondence

James Payne Alter Papers

Collection Contents
Series I: Correspondence

Letters are grouped in two sections, family correspondence and general correspondence, and are arranged

alphabetically by sender or recipient other than Alter. Frequent or notable correspondents are listed
separately while less substantial correspondence is grouped under the first letter of the sender or

recipient’s surname.

b.1,f.1-12
b.2,f.13-16
b.2,f.17-24
b.3,.25-27
b.3,.28
b.3,.29
b.3,.30
b.3,f.31-32
b.3,f.33-35
b.3,f.36
b.3,f.37
b.3,.38-39
b.3,f. 40

b. 4, f. 41-42
b. 4, .43
b.4,f. 44

b. 4, f. 45-47

b. 4, f.48-53

b. 5, f.54-59

b. 5, f. 60-62
b.5, f. 63-65
b. 6, f. 66-67

b.6,f. 68

Family correspondence

Alter, Barbara "Barry” [wife]

Alter, Barbara "Barry” [wife]

Alter, David Emmett and Martha Payne [parents]
Alter, David E. and Cleo [brother]

Alter, Dean and Dondee [brother]

Alter, Dismore and Ada [uncle]

Alter, Jeanette C.[grandmother]

Alter, Joe [brother]

Alter, Joe and Marian

Alter, Joe [to/from friend Corinne Scott]

Alter, Joseph [uncle]

Alter, John [son]

Alter, John and Sandi

Alter, John and Sandi

Alter, Margaret [aunt]

Alter, Margaret B. [aunt]

Alter, Martha "Marty” [daughter]; see also under Chen

Alter, Martha Payne [mother]; see also under David Emmett and Martha
Payne Alter

Alter, Martha Payne [mother]; see also under David Emmett and Martha
Payne Alter

Alter, Robert and Ellen [brother]
Alter, Thomas [son]
Alter, Thomas [son]

Alter, Ward and Mary [cousins]
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1964-1981

1939-1954

1940-1979

1966-1979

1940-1973

1940-1944

1940-1952

1953-1979

1942

1940-1967

1962-1972

1973-1975

1976-1980

1940-1951

1967-1978

1960-1967

1954-1968

1969-1978

1942-1979

1962-1974

1975-1979

1962-1979
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b. 6, f. 69

b. 6, f.70-71

b.6,f.72
b.6,f.73
b. 6, f.74-76
b.6,f.77
b.6,f.78
b. 6, f.79-80
b. 6, . 81-82
b.6,f.83
b.6,f.84

b. 6, .85

b. 6, f. 86-87

b.6,f. 88

b.7,.89
b.7,f.90
b.7,f.91
b.7,f.92
b.7,f.93
b.7,f.94
b.7,f.95
b.7,f.96
b.7,f.97
b.7,f.98
b.7,f.99
b.7,f.100
b.7,f.101

b.7,£.102

Family correspondence (continued)

Beach, Alice Cary [aunt?]

Beach, David Nelson, Jr,, and Marguerite Mills Beach [parents of Barbara
"Barry” Alter]

Beach, Mr. David Nelson Il and Jan [brother of Barbara ”Barry” Alter]

Beach, Dorthea [aunt]

Chen, Martha "Marty” [daughter] and Lincoln; see also above, "Marty” Alter

Chen, Samuel [father of Lincoln Chen]

McAllister, Alex and Janet [cousins]; see also Janet Wien

Payne, Evangeline Wien [aunt]

Payne, Grandma [grandmother]

Strickland, Ida Alter [cousin]

Wien, Janet [cousin]

Family correspondence to James Payne Alter while in prison at Danbury
Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury Connecticut [includes limited
correspondence with fellow inmates]

"Family” [circular letters from James Payne Alter]

Miscellaneous family correspondence

General correspondence

A

Abrams, Robert W.

Alpine Young Peoples Society, TN
American Friends Service Committee
Amritanand, Right Rev. J,, Bishop of Lucknow
Association for Asian Studies

B

Bainton, Roland H.

Baksh, Victor

Baksh, Victor

Barbour, Hugh S.

Barker, William P.

Barnabas, A. L.

Barstow, Robbins W. and Dorothy M. Rogers Barstow
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1963-1975

1942

1967-1979

1971-1974

1976-1979

1940-1952

1940-1948

1967-1968
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1950, 1962-1975

1940 December
8 - 1941 March

1959-1980

1963,1979
1943
1940-1943
1970

1969-1976

1971,1978
1978-1979

1980-1983

1941-1942,1975

1964
1977-1979

1941,1955
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General correspondence (continued)
b.7, f.103 Bathgate, John 1948-1978
b.7, f.104 Beach, Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. 1977-1979
b.7, f.105 Bethany Presbyterian Church, Huntington Station, NY 1972
b.7, f.106 Bhandare, Bishop R. S. 1969-1982
b.7,f.107 Bhatty, E. C. 1962-1970
b.7,f.108 Bible Society of India 1959-1974
b.7,f.109 Bilheimer, Robert Sperry 1938-1976
b.7 f.110 Blackshear, Rev. David S. 1968-1969
b.7 f. 111 Broadway United Church of Christ, NY 1968-1969
b.7, f.112 Bundy, McGeorge 1940-1982
b.7,f.113 C
b.7 f.114 Campbell, E. Fay 1942,1963-1964
b.7,f.115 Campbell, Ernest Y. 1960-1980
b.7,f.116 Chand, Bhag 1978-1983
b.7, f.117 Christian Missionary in North India 1948-1949
b.7,f.118 Christian Retreat and Study Centre 1962-1983
b.7,f.119 Christian Rural Fellowship 1947
b. 8, f.120 Christianity and Crisis 1951
b. 8, f.121 Church History Association of India 1968-1974
b.8,f. 122 Church History Association of India 1975-1982
b. 8, f.123 Church of Scotland Missions 1957
b. 8, f.124 Church, Frank, Senator 1971
b. 8, f.125 Cole, John R. 1969,1978
b. 8, f.126 Committee on Social Action 1941
b.8,f.127 Converse, Hyla S. 1974-1979
b.8,f.128 Cory, Robert H. 1942
b.8,f.129 D
b. 8, f.130 Daniel, Samson A. 1969-1970
b. 8, f.131 David, Rev. Dr.C. W. 1958-1959,1980
b. 8, f.132 Dayal, Right Rev. Din 1954-1982
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Series |: Correspondence

b.8,f.133
b.8,f.134
b.8,f.135
b.8,f.136

b. 8, f.137
b.8,f. 138

b. 8, f.139
b.8, f.140

b. 8, f.141
b.8,f. 142
b.8,f. 143
b.8,f.144

b. 8, f.145

b. 8, f.146

b. 8, f.147
b.8,f. 148

b. 8, f.149
b.9,f.150
b.9, f. 151,152
b.9,f. 153
b.9, f.154
b.9, f.155-156
b.9, f.157
b.9, f.158-160
b.9,f.161
b.9,f. 162
b.9,f. 163
b.9,f.164
b.9,f.165

b.9,f.166

General correspondence (continued)

Dellinger, David

Dilworth, Rev. Dr. David E.

Dodds, Robert C. and Elisabeth D.
Downs, Frederick S.

Durgin, Larry and Eunice

Dwight Hall Peace Committee

E

East and West Hebron United Presbyterian Church, Salem, NY

Encyclopedia of Sikhism

Evangelisti, Archbishop Joseph B.
Evans, James L.

Ewing Christian College

Ewing Christian College

Ewing Christian College

F

Fellowship of Reconciliation
Fellowship of Reconciliation

Ferger, Rev. and Mrs. Henri R.

Finch, Henry Leroy

First Church of Christ, New Haven, CT
First Presbyterian Church, Albany, NY
First Presbyterian Church, Ilion, NY
First Presbyterian Church, Lowville, NY
First Presbyterian Church, Quincy, MA
First Presbyterian Church of Brunswick, Troy, NY
First United Presbyterian Church, Los Gatos, CA
Fordham, Tyrell D.

Forman, Charles W.

Fulbright, J. William

"Friends” [circular letters from James Payne Alter]
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1940, 1945
1976-1977
1940-1978
1974-1983
1940-1942

1938

1968-1978
1974
1970
1978-1979
1945-1948
1949

1951-1969

1937-1939
1940-1944
1947-1975
1941,1942
1978
1975-1978
1961-1976
1961-1974
1955-1972
1969-1981
1966-1967
1971-1972
1948-1983
1971

1945-1978

RG 84
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b.9,f.167
b.9,f.168
b.9,f.169
b.9,f.170
b.9,f.171
b.9,f.172
b.9,f.173
b.9,f.174
b.9,f.175
b.9,f.176

b.10, f.177

b.10, f.178
b.10,f.179
b.10, f.180
b.10, f. 181
b.10, f.182
b.10, f.183
b.10, f. 184
b.10, f. 185
b.10,f. 186
b.10, f.187
b.10, f.188
b.10, f.189
b.10, f.190
b.10, f. 191
b.10,f. 192
b.10,f.193
b.10, f.194
b.10, f.195

b.10, f. 196

General correspondence (continued)

G

Gandhi, Indira [also includes letter to Prime Minister of India]
Giamatti, A. Bartlett

Gould, Sigrid

Greenway, Mr.

Grier, Rev. Louis N. Jr.

H

Hallett, Alfred W.

Hamilton, Alan H.

Harper, Ed and Rikki

Haydenburg, Tennessee [miscellaneous correspondence while serving under
auspices of Presbyterian Church Board of National Missions]

Hayes, Mabell S.

Hazen Foundation

Hazlett, Cal H.

Hein, Norvin

Henry Luce Foundation, Inc.

Hogg, W. Richey

I

India - Pakistan War

India Council of the United Church of North India
India Council of the United Church of North India
Indian Church History Review

Indian Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge
Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research

J

Johnson, Helen and Jack

Jones, William W.

Joseph, Wise B.

Journal of Presbyterian History

K
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1950, 1971-1972
1980
1979
1942

1980-1982

1973
1963
1955-1981

1943

1955-1974
1982
1948-1963
1964-1965,1981
1982

1954-1974

1971-1972
1953-1963
1964-1965
1970-1977
1959-1973

1971-1983

1974-1979
1976-1978
1963-1969

1971-1975
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b.10,f. 197
b.10, f.198
b.10, f.199
b.10, f.200
b.10, f. 201
b.10, f.202
b.10, f. 203
b.10,f.204
b.10, f.205
b.10

b.10, f.206
b.10
b.11,f.207
b.11,f.208
b.11, f.209
b.11, f. 210
b.11, f. 211
b. 11

b. 11, f. 212
b.11,f.213
b.11,f. 214
b.1,f. 215
b.11,f. 216
b.1, f. 217
b.11, f. 218
b.11,f.219
b.11,f.220
b.11, f. 221
b.11, f. 222

b.1, f. 223

General correspondence (continued)

Kahn, Mabel

Kellogg, Ralph N.

Kennedy, Edward M., Senator
Keyser, Marjorye

Kitchen, William J.

Koehler, Rev. Norman E.
Kutar, Dr. and Mrs. Zal

L

Lal, Right Rev. Anand C.
Diocese of Amritsar

Lamar, Rev. Robert C.
Latourette, Kenneth S.

Leavy, Stanley and Margaret
Leiper, Hal

Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Loes, Kurt and Chand (Stephens)
Love, Dr. Paul

Lovett, Sidney

Lucknow Publishing House, Lucknow, India
M

MacCune Scholarship Fund
MaclLeod, Beatrice

Madden, Fran

Masih, Prakash

Massey, Rev. D. B.

Mathai, M. M.

McLeod, Hew and Margaret
McGeary, Hazel J.

McKenzie, Patricia

McNeur, Ronald W.
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1963-1970
1974
1971-1972
1978-1982
1941-1942
1967

1978-1982

1981-1982

1968-1974
1943-1964
1942-1978
1940-1947
1982

1981-1982
1978-1979
1939-1941, 1964

1963-1976

1979
1976-1977
1977-1979
1969-1982
1970-1971
1968-1971
1973-1974
1980-1982
1982

1978
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b.11,f.224
b.11, f. 225
b.11, f. 226
b.1, f. 227
b.11, f. 228
b.11, f. 229
b.11,f.230
b.11,f.231
b. 1, f. 232
b.11, . 233
b.11, f. 234
b.11, f. 235
b.11,f.236
b.11,f.237
b.11, f. 238
b.11, f. 239

b.11, f. 240

b.12,f.241
b.12,f. 242
b.12,f. 243
b.12,f.244
b.12,f. 245
b.12,f.246
b.12, f. 247
b.12,f.248
b.12, f. 249,250
b.12, f. 251

b.12,f. 252

b.12,f.253

General correspondence (continued)

Miller, Rev. William H.

Misra, Mohini

Missionary Orientation Center

Mount Hermon School, MA

N

Naegel, Eric

Nasir, Most Rev. E. S.

National Council of Student Christian Associations
National Council of YMCA, India, Burma and Ceylon
Newark Christian Ashram - summer program

New York Times, Editor

Nineveh Presbyterian Church, Nineveh, NY

O

Oakville Estate

P

Parker, Allen and Dorothy

James Payne Alter Papers

1980
1963-1964
1969

1934-1978

1982
1978-1980
1940-1945
1947
1941
1951,1964

1975-1978

1979

1946-1979

Peace Groups - includes: Student Peace Service, Youth Committee Against 1938-1939

War, Keep America Out of War

Personal Interest Program

Peterson, Dr. Robert F.

Phelps Community Project

Pickett, Bishop J. Waskom

Poore, John G.

Presbyterian Church, Ballston Spa, NY

Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. - Board of Christian Education
Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. - Board of Foreign Missions
Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. - Board of Foreign Missions
Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. - Board of Foreign Missions

Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. -Board of National Missions

Presbyterian Historical Society
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1981-1982
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1964
1939-1943
1940-1944
1945
1946-1950

1942-1944
August

1975-1977
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General correspondence (continued)
b.12,f. 254 Presbyterian Life 1953-1954, 1965
b.12, f. 255 Punjab National Bank 1975
b.12,f. 256 R
b.12, f. 257 Reckford, E. C. (Pete) 19711977
b.12,f. 258 Riverside Church, New York City - Fosdick Ecumenical Convocation 1978
b.12,f. 259 Roberts, Dr. Richard 1941-1942,1945
b.12,f. 260 Robinson, Marjorie 1942
b.12,f.261 Rogers, Rev. C. M. 1954-1970
b.12,f. 262 Rolston, Right Rev. M. A. Zarine, Diocese of Chandigarh 1966-1982
b.12,f. 263 Ronsheim, Milton M. 1978
b.12,f. 264 Roosevelt, Franklin D. 1943
b.12,f. 265 Roxburgh, Rymall and Betty 1970-1981
b.12,f.266 Ruff, Rev. Gordon M. 1963-1978
b.12,f. 267 Russell, Louisa "Weedy” 1941-1942
b.13,f. 268 S
b.13,f. 269 Selective Service 1941-1943
b.13,f. 270 Seymour, Charles 1945
b.13,f. 271 Shaffer, Helen 1974-1975
b.13, f. 272 Sham, Rao P.D. 1978-1979
b.13,f.273 Sharpless, Mary Lou 1940-1947
b.13,f. 274 Singh, Rev. Dharam Vir 1968-1982
b.13,f.275 Singh, Ram 1948-1980
b.13, f. 276 Smith, Rev. Caldwell 1955-1972
b.13,f. 277 Socialist Groups - includes : Socialist Party, U.S.A., Young Peoples Socialist 1939
League
b.13, f. 278 Sojwal, B. J. 1974
b.13,f.279 Speaking Appointments - miscellaneous correspondence 1968-1969
b.13,f.280 Stephens, Nelson E. 1980-1981
b.13, f. 281 Stewart, George 1941-1942
b.13,f. 282 Strickler, Mildred and Thomas 1973-1974
b.13,.283 Student Christian Movement of New England 1938-1940
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b.13,f. 284

b.13, f. 285

b.13, f. 286
b.13, f. 287-292
b.14, f.293-294
b.14, f. 295
b.14, . 296
b.14, f. 297
b.14,f.298
b.14, f.299-302
b.14, f.303
b.14,f. 304
b.14,f.305
b.14,f.306
b.14, f.307
b.14, f. 308-309

b.14, f. 310

b.14, .31

b.14, f. 312,313

b.15,f.314
b.15,f.315
b.15,f.316
b.15,f.317
b.15,f. 318
b.15,f. 319
b.15, f.320
b.15, f. 321

b.15, f. 322

James Payne Alter Papers

General correspondence (continued)

Student Christian Movement of New England 1941-1943
Student Christian Movement of New England : correspondence to friend, 1940-1942
”Johny”
Student Volunteer Movement 1940-1949
Swarthmore Presbyterian Church, Swarthmore PA 1948-1982
Swift, Charles R. and Mary Lou 1941-1979
Swope, Joan 1980
T
Taylor, Mae Ross 1958-1963
Taylor, Richard W. 1969-1975
Third Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth, NJ 1954-1980
Thomas, M. M. 1968-1980
Thomas, Winburn 1943-1944
Thurber, L. Newton 1980-1983
Tucker, Luther 1941-1982
U
Union Presbyterian Church, Endicott, NY 1968-1983
United Church of North India 1955
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.

Black, Ada 1968-1976

Correspondence to Alters in India, including correspondence related to 1968-1978

their India property

McCloud, Dr. J. Oscar

Miller, Rev. William H.

Personal Interest Program
Presbytery of Albany

Presbytery of Connecticut Valley
Presbytery of Cumberland Mountain
Presbytery of Saint Andrew
Presbytery of Southern New England

Presbytery of Upper Ohio Valley
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1974-1978

1974

1971-1978

1968-1974

1969-1977

1949-1964

1964-1968

1978-1983

1978

RG 84
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b.15, f. 323
b.15,f.324
b.15, f. 325
b.15,f.326
b.15, f. 327
b.15,f.328
b.15, f. 329
b.15, . 330

b.15, f. 331

b.15, f. 332
b.15,f. 333
b.15,f. 334
b.15,f. 335
b.15,f.336
b.15, . 337
b.16, f. 338-339
b.16,f. 340
b.16, f. 341
b.16, f. 342
b.16, f. 343
b.16,f. 344
b.16,f. 345
b.16,f.346

b.16,f.347-348

b.16, f. 349-350

b.16, f. 351
b.16, f. 352-354

b.16,f. 355

Wilson, Rev. Frederick R.
Wilson, Stanton R.
United Presbyterian Peace Fellowship
United Provinces Christian Council
\'
Vanderbilt University Christian Association
W
Waters, Phil
Weber, Ted
Webster, John C. [see Series V. Biographical Material]
Weigle, Luther A.
Weir, John Barr
Welles, Jeane S.

Wesley Press

West Charlton United Presbyterian Church, Amsterdam, NY

Westminster Presbyterian Church, Utica, NY
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Utica, NY
Wiggin and Dana: Counsellors at Law
Wilson, Rev. H. R.

World Student Christian Federation (WSCF)
World Student Service Fund

Wyon, John and Elizabeth

Wysham, Don and Dorie

Y

Yale Divinity School

Yale University Christian Association

Yale University Class of 1940
Yale University - Correspondence with classmates

Yale University - miscellaneous correspondence
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General correspondence > United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (continued)

1973-1980
1980
1969

1950

1943-1944

1941-1942

1940-1942

1942
1954-1978
1979
1976-1977
1966-1974
1954-1963
1964-1981
1940
1970
1942-1944
1940
1959-1976

1976-1978

1941-1944,
1969-1980

1939-1945,
1969-1982

1940-1983

1940-1942
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Series |: Correspondence James Payne Alter Papers
RG 84

General correspondence (continued)

b.16, f. 356 Z
b.16, f. 357 Zerby, Raymond 1942
b.16, f. 358-359 First name only
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RG 84
Series II: Writings
Manuscripts

b.17,f.360 American Presbyterians in British India - drafts 1975
b.17, f. 361 Anglicans in Meerut - Rough draft undated
b.17,f. 362 Anglicans in Meerut - Final draft 1970 September
b.17,f.363 Azariah of Dornakal - A play undated
b.17,f. 364 "Bible and Christian Social Action”, in National Christian Council Review 1953 October

(1953) - reprint copy
b.17, f.365 Book on Devotions - includes letter by Ursula Niebuhr (Mrs. Reinhold 1943

Niebuhr)
b.17,f.366 Christian Action in Society - draft 1970 February
b.17,f. 367 "Christian Study and Lay Training Centers” report published by Commission 1964

on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, United Presbyterian Church in the

U.S.A. - published copy
b.17,f. 368 Christianity and British Rule in North India - draft 1971 March
b.17,f. 369 "Christianity, British Rule and the Challenge of Indian Nationalism”, in 1973

Reflection (Christian Retreat and Study Centre, 1971/3), draft and published

copy
b.17,f.370 Christianity and Colonial Power - draft undated
b.17,f. 371 Christianity and Communism - topical collected manuscripts undated

Christianity in Uttar Pradesh
b.17,f.372 "Christianity in Uttar Pradesh : Prospectus of a study”, in Reflection 1975

(Christian Retreat and Study Centre, 1975) - reprint copy

b.17,f.373 Rough draft, outline and introduction 1982 January
b.17,f.374 Rough draft, chapter1 undated
b.17,f. 375 Final draft, chapter 1 undated
b.17,f.376 Rough draft, chapter 2 1982 November
b.17,f.377 Final draft, chapter 2 undated
b.17,f. 378 Rough draft, chapter 6 undated
b.17,f.379 Church of North India - draft 1970 December
b.18,f.380 C.M.S.in Meerut 1858-1915 - draft undated
b.18, f. 381 Edwin Wallace Parker and the Beginnings of Indian Methodism 1972
b.18, f. 382 Fellowship of Reconciliation - radio broadcast 1937
b.18, f.383 India and Pakistan : Issues behind Conflict and Indian and Pakistan at War 1965,1971
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RG 84
Manuscripts (continued)
b.18,f.384 India, Nation and Church - report 1977
b.18, f. 385 Interview with Indonesia - draft and outline 1973
b.18, f.386 In the Doab and Rohilkhand - drafts and notes of James Payne Alter and son undated
John Alter
b.18, f.387 "India Attempts Democracy”, in Christianity and Crisis 9:13 (1951), drafts and 1951
published copy
b.18,f. 388 Liberty, Equality, Fraternity - drafts 1973 October
b.18, f.389 "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”, in Indian Church History Review 8:1 (1974), 1974 June
reprint copy
b.18, f.390 Methodists in Moradabad - rough draft undated
b.18, f. 391 Methodists in Moradabad - final draft undated
b.18, f.392 Poor Amidst Plenty - partial draft undated
b.18, f. 393 Presbyterians in Farrukhabad - first draft undated
b.18, f.394 Presbyterians in Farrukhabad - second draft 1975 March
b.18, f. 395 Presbyterians in Farrukhabad - final draft 1975 March
b.19,f. 396 "Presbyterians in Farrukhabad”, in Indian Church History Review 9:2 and 10:1 1976
(1975-1976), reprint copy
b.19,f. 397 Presbyterians in Farrukhabad - later revisions by John Alter. Published by 1984
John Alter as "Half-way house: Presbyterians in Farrukhabad, 1838-1915” in
Journal of Presbyterian History 62:3 (1984)
b.19, f. 398 Resources for Worship - draft undated
b.19,f. 399 Revolution without Rupture 1957 December
b.19,f. 400 Some observations on the Yale Senior Societies 1940 May
b.19, f. 401 Strategy and tactics of Indian communism - drafts 1951 May
b.19,f. 402 World Council of Churches meets at Evanston 1954 July
b.19, f. 403 World Council of Churches - draft 1955 March
b.19, f. 404,405 Miscellaneous and unidentified manuscripts undated

Student Papers
b.19,f. 406 Analysis of Composite Situations - paper for Presbyterian polity course undated

b.19,f. 407 Contribution of Mysticism to Ethics - paper for H. Richard Niebuhr (includes 1942
comments from Niebuhr)

b.19,f. 408 Platonic and Prophetic Conceptions of God - paper for Robert L. Calhoun 1940 June
(includes comments from Calhoun)

b.19,f. 409 Miscellaneous student papers and exams 1946-1951
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b.19, f. 410

b.19,f. 411
b.19, f. 412
b.19, f. 413

b.19,f. 414

b.19, f. 415

b.19, f. 416

b.19, f. 417

b.19, f. 418-421
b.19,f. 422
b.19,f. 423
b.19, f. 424

b. 20, f. 425-428
b.20,f. 429

b.20, . 430

b. 20, f. 431
b.20,f. 432
b.20,f. 433

b.20,f. 434

James Payne Alter Papers

Book Reviews

Anglican Church in India by M. E. Gibbs. Published review in Indian Church
History Review 7:2 (1973)

Caesar the beloved enemy by M. A. C. Warren
Indian Working Class by Dr. Mukerjee
Paternalism and the Church by Michael Hallis

Christian Community and change in nineteenth century North India by John

C. B. Webster. Published review in Indian Church History Review 10:2 (1976)

"Christian Institute for the Study of Society” - bulletin

Church Faces the Challenge report by Church of Scotland Commission on
Communism

"Common Christian Responsibility” Issued by Department on Church and
Society, World Council of Churches

Sermons / Addresses

Addresses

Addresses, miscellaneous

Letter to Hindustan Times

New Bethel Prayer Fellowship
Sermons

Sermons and Prayers, miscellaneous

Worship materials

Lectures / Seminars

Course on British History
Lecture - Christian ministers and the study of history
Seminar - Living Hinduism

Seminar - Old Testament
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1973 August

1956 May
1946 October
1962 October

1976 August

1957 August

1955, undated

1957

1938-1975
undated
1971
undated
1946-1978
undated

1946-1950

1948-1949
1973 October
1970 June

undated



Series lll: Research Materials

Series I1I: Research Materials

b.21,f. 435
b.21,f. 436
b.21,f. 437

b.21, . 438

b.21,f. 439
b.21,f. 440
b. 21, f. 441

b.21,f. 442

b. 21, f. 443

b.21,f. 444

b.21,f. 445
b.21,f. 446
b.21,f. 447

b.21,f. 448

b.21,f. 449
b. 21, . 450
b. 21, f. 451
b. 21, f. 452
b.21,f. 453

b.21,f. 454

b. 21, f. 455
b.21,f. 456
b. 21, f. 457
b.21,f. 458
b. 21, f. 459

b.22,f. 460

Monographs / Articles

A.F.Stone letter
Allahabad Missionary Conferences
Article / letter by Charlotte Wiser

Autobiographies, includes - Prakash Masih, Ganga Nath Shukul, Solomon
Nihal Singh, and Zuhur-ul-Haqq

Benode Behari Roy

Kolkata (Calcutta) Missionary Conferences

Dehra Dun’s Girls School

"Evangelistic work in town and country”, by C. H. Bundy

"Forty Years in the C.M.S. by a convert from Hinduism” by Rev. Canon
Solomon Nihal Singh

Glance backward at fifteen years of missionary life in North India by Joseph
Warren

"Jesus as Social Reformer” author unknown
Looking Back by Dr. J. J. Lucas
Memorial Hospital, Fatehgarh -reports

Memoirs of R. S. Fullerton and family. Includes editorial note by James Payne
Alter and memoirs of Mrs. Leonard Waldo

Memorial of the Futtehgurh Mission by J. J. Walsh

"Methodists in Moradabad” - research materials

”"National Missionary Society of India” by Donald Fossett Ebright
North India Mission of Presbyterian Church - letters

North India Mission of Presbyterian Church - survey reports

North India Mission of Presbyterian Church - reports

"Prayer” by J. H. Nichols and Radha Swami Sect by H. D. Griswold
Report of the North India Conference of Christian workers
Samuel Henry Kellogg letter

”Shakti Ashram” by Dr. Ernest Horrwitz

"Theory and practice of the Christian Mission” bibliography

Tribes and castes of the North-Western provinces and Oudh by W. Crooke
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1817
1872-1873
undated

undated

1836-1927
1882-1883
1891-1892
1908

1915

1856

undated
undated
1859

undated

1859
undated
1944 June
1857-1883
1943-1944

1885,1888,1904,
1906,1924

undated
1905
1864
1929
undated

1896
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b.22,f. 461

b.22,f. 462

b.22,f. 463

b.22,f. 464

b.22,f. 465
b.22,f. 466

b.22,f. 467

b.22,f. 468
b.22,f. 469
b.22,f.470
b.22, f. 471
b.22,f. 472
b.22,f. 473
b.22,f. 474
b.22, f. 475
b.22,f. 476
b.23,f. 477,478
b.23,f. 479
b.23,f. 480

b.23,f. 481

b.23,f. 482
b.23,f. 483
b.23,f. 484

b. 23, f. 485, 486,
487,488

b. 23, . 489

b.23,f. 490

Monographs / Articles (continued)

"Virtue in the Ramayana : the relationship between Dharma, Karma, and
Artha” by Dismore Alter

"Voices crying in the American wilderness,” by David E. Swift

"Worshipping Congregation and Worldly Christianity” by Hans Dietrich
Wendland

Miscellaneous collected articles and manuscripts

Notes / Notebooks

American Presbyterians - notes

Bible study notes

Church of North India

Class notes
Christian church in communist lands
Communist governments. Prof. Raymond
Christian interpretation of history
Jefferson School lectures
Marxist theory. Dr. Eduard Heimann
Social ethics in Protestant theology
Workshops
Miscellaneous

Farrukhabad Study - notes, Outline, etc.

Hindi grammar books

Hindi theological literature

Missionary motives - notes and bibliography

Moradabad Study

Notes

Various conversations - World Council of Churches Study Department

Conversations - includes David Scott, P. N. Chopra, and Robert Holmes

Conversation on communism and Christianity at Dr. Bates house

Delhi Churches

"Meerut”

World Council of Churches study department
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1970

1974

undated

1942-1952

undated

1946

1970

1951

1951

1952

1951

1951

1951

1951

undated

1974-1977

undated

1970

undated

19711974

1952

1969

1951

1959-1960

1970-1971

1953
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Notes / Notebooks (continued)

Notecards

b. 24, f. 491 "British rule in India”

b. 24, f. 492 "Census” and "History”

b.24,f. 493 Christianity in Uttar Pradesh, chapter 2

b.24,f. 494, 495, General

496

b. 24, f. 497 Lectures on theology to the natives in India

b. 24, f. 498 "Methodists”

b. 24, f. 499 "Presbyterians”

Newspaper Clippings

b.24,f.500 Christians in India: Issues and Activities. Topics include: Christian churches
and the Indian government; Social issues and caste system; Issues of
religious freedom; Rights of Christians in India

b. 24, f. 501 Religious Issues in India. Topics include: Catholic and Orthodox churches in

India; Indian cultures and religions; Religious conversions
News article, ”Assignment: The Subcontinent - India”, published in

Harrison News Herald, Cadiz, Ohio in 1975, by Milton and Nately Ronsheim,
Presbyterian missionaries to India.
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undated

undated

1969-1973

1969-1982

1974

undated

1973

1946-1962

1960-1975
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Series IV: Collected Material

Folder labels in quotations are Alter’s designations.

b.25,f.502

b. 25, f.503

b. 25, f.504

b. 25, f. 505

b. 25, f.506

b. 25, f. 507

b. 25, f.508

b. 25, f.509

b. 25, f. 510

b. 25, f. 511, 512
b. 25, f. 513,514
b. 25, f. 515

b. 25, f. 516, 517

b.26,f.518

b. 26, f. 519
b. 26, f. 520
b. 26, f. 521
b.26,f.522
b. 26, f. 523
b. 26, f. 524
b. 26, f. 525
b. 26, f. 526
b. 26, f. 527
b.26,f.528
b. 26, f.529-532
b.27,f.533-543

b.28,f.544

American Friends Service Committee
Association of Asian Studies
Bible Society in India and Ceylon : North India Auxiliary

"Calcutta”

Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, India

Christian fellowship groups

"Christian Missionary in North India”

Christian Retreat and Study Centre, Rajpur, India
"Christians in Meerut : A sociological study”
"Christianity and Communism” - collected documents
Church History Association of India

Church History Association of India - Conference
Church of North India - Inauguration

"Conscription”

Course material

Early and Medieval Church History (Prof. Roland Bainton)

European Church History (Prof. Roland Bainton)

History of Christian Social Teaching (Prof. Roland Bainton)

History of Philosophy (Prof. R. Calhoun)
New Testament Interpretation (Prof. Kraeling)
Old Testament Interpretation (Prof. N. Dahl)
Miscellaneous, unidentified
David Nelson Beach Il - material
Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de Bossey, Switzerland
Fellowship of Reconciliation
Fellowship of Reconciliation
Fellowship of Reconciliation

Fellowship of Socialist Christians, India
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1940-1943
1969-1971
1947-1950
1974

1971

1941
1948-1949
1958-1981
1976
undated
1974-1976
1975 October
1970

1944

undated
1940,1942
1945
undated
1942
1941-1942
undated
1978

1958
1935-1939
1940-1941
1941-1948

1945-1947
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b.28, f. 545

b.28, f.546

b. 28, f. 547
b.28, f. 548

b. 28, f. 549
b.28,f.550

b. 28, f. 551

b. 28, f. 552

b. 28, f.553

b. 28, f. 554,555
b.28,f. 556

b. 28, f. 557

b. 28, f. 558

b. 28, f. 559

b. 28, f.560, 561
b. 28, f. 562
b.29,f.563
b.29,f.564
b.29,f. 565
b.29,f. 566,567
b.29,f. 568
b.29,f. 569
b.29,f.570
b.29,f.571
b.29,f.572

b.29,f.573

b.29,f. 574,575
b.29,.576

b.29,f.577

First Church of Christ, New Haven, CT
Friends of the Soil
India

Churches

Collected reports

Social and political documents

India Council Bulletin

India - Pakistan - Bangladesh conflicts

United Church of North India - surveys

United Church of North India Synod : Articles and Reports

Indonesia - Church and society documents

Institute for Propaganda Analysis

Interseminary Movement in U.S.

"Landour”

Leonard Theological College

Leonard Theological College - Educational Policy Conference
Letter and newssheet by D. Emmett Alter
Methodist Church in South Asia

National Committee on Food for Small Democracies
National Intercollegiate Christian Council

National Intercollegiate Christian Council

Newark Christian Colony

Northfield - Mount Hermon School

North India Synod

Pakistan - "Church and Nation”

Peace Fellowship of the Presbyterian Church

James Payne Alter Papers

1978

1943

1946-1962

undated

1949-1968

1945-1948

1971-1972

1967

1963-1965

1968-1973

1941

1945-1947

1946-1951

undated

1946

1949

1970

1941

1940-1941

1941-1942

1941

1981

1956-1980

1971-1972

1946

Peace Organizations - includes: American Friends Service Committee; Commission 1940-1941

on World Peace

Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. - Board of Foreign Missions

1942-1945

Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. - Foreign Missions and Overseas Interchurch Service 1951-1952

Saint Andrew’s Girls’ School, Jeyi, India
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b.29,f.578
b.29,f.579
b. 29, f. 580-581
b. 30, f. 582-584

b. 30, f. 585, 586,
587,588

b. 30, f. 589-590

b. 30, f. 591

b. 31, f. 592
b. 31, f. 593
b. 31, f. 594
b. 31, f. 595
b.31,f. 596
b. 31, f.597
b. 31, f. 598

b. 31, f. 599, 600,
601

b. 31, f. 602

b. 31, f. 603

b. 31, f. 604,605
b.32,f. 606
b.32,f. 607
b.32,f. 608,609
b.32,f. 610
b.32,f. 61
b.32,f. 612
b.32,f. 613
b.32,f. 614

b. 32, f. 615, 616

Sermons, Addresses, Worship Materials
Southern Tenant Farmers Union

Student Christian Movement in New England
Student Christian Movement in New England

Student peace groups, including Student Peace Service, Youth Committee Against
War, Keep America Out of War Congress, Peace Volunteer Fellowship

Student Volunteer Movement
Student Volunteer Movement - Wooster Conference
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations
Community and Mission Consultation
Home Assignment Conference
Missionary Guidelines
Missionary Handbook
Personal Interest Program
Personal Development Interviews

Program Agency: Conference on Mission, Lake Forest College

Retired Missionaries Service

Woodstock School

World Council of Churches
Study Department: Christianity and Communism
Evanston Assembly, Articles
International Missionary Council, Ghana Assembly
Third Assembly
Women’s Consultation, New Delhi
Miscellaneous documents

World Pacifist Meeting

World Student Christian Federation (WSCF)

Yale University Christian Association

Yale Divinity School - Alumni Newsletter, Class 1952
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1945-1979
1940

1938-1939
1940-1942

1938-1941

1941-1943

1943

1964-1973
1959

1978
1980

1981

1970
1975-1976

1975

1977-1978

1942

1950, 1952
1953
1957
1961

1974

1947-1949
undated
1942-1974

1962-1983
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b. 32, f. 617 Yale Divinity School - Student Evaluation 1944
b.32,f. 618 Young Peoples Socialist League 1939
b.32,f. 619 "Yugoslavia” 1950-1951
b.32,f. 620 Miscellaneous collected material undated
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Series V: Biographical Material
b. 33, f. 621 Photographs of missionary groups in India 1922,1925,1937
b.33,f. 622 Haydenburg, Tennessee. Work of James Payne Alter at New Bethel Church under 1942-1944

auspices of Presbyterian Board of National Missions. Sample documentation (see

also: Series |, General correspondence, Haydenburg, Tennessee)
b.33,f. 623 Annual medical examinations 1943-1979
b.33,f. 624 Diplomas, certificates: James Alter, Board of Foreign Missions, 1945; James Alter,

Leonard Theological College, 1947; Barbara Alter, Board of Foreign Missions, 1945
b.33,f. 625 Leonard Theological College, Photographs 1946-1947
b.33,f. 626 Passports, James Payne Alter and Barbara “Barry” Alter 1957
b.33,f. 627 East Asia Trip, Transcript notes 1958
b.33,f. 628 Travel diary, Africa and Far East 1958
b. 33, f. 629 Dehra Dun, Administrative concerns 1959-1963
b.33,f. 630 East Asia Trip, Transcript notes 1964
b.33,f. 631 Punjab Trip, notes 1964
b.33,f. 632 Trip to California 1964
b.33,f. 633 Nature diary, Rajpur 1966
b.33,f. 634 Travel diary, South India and Sri Lanka (Ceylon) 1967
b.33,f. 635 Study project, Lodhiana 1967-1970
b.33,f. 636 Study project, USA 1967-1970
b.33,f. 637 Trip to California 1968
b.33,f. 638 Study projects, “consultants” 1968-1973
b. 33, f. 639 Progress reports on Study of North India for the Presbyterian Church 1968-1974
b.33,f. 640 Profiles, Interviews and Reports by James Payne Alter and Barbara "Barry” Alter 1968-1975

for the United Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. Includes photographs of James and
Barbara Alter

b. 33, f. 641 Study project, John Webster 1968-1975
b.33,f. 642 Alter, Beach family history 1968-1978
b.33,f. 643 Dismore Alter, biographical information 1969
b.34,f. 644 Notes on various conversations 1969
b. 34, f. 645 Kentucky - Tennessee Trip 1969
b.34, f. 646 Study projects, COEMAR 1969
b. 34, f. 647 Study project, Delhi 1969
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b.34,f. 648
b. 34, f. 649
b. 34, f. 650
b. 34, f. 651

b. 34, f. 652
b. 34, f. 653
b.34,f. 654
b.34,f. 655
b. 34, f. 656
b. 34, f. 657
b. 34, f. 658
b. 34, f. 659
b.34,f. 660
b.34,f. 661

b.34, f. 662
b.34,f. 663
b.34, f. 664
b. 34, f. 665
b.34,f. 666
b.34,f. 667
b.34,f. 668
b. 34, f. 669
b. 34, f. 670
b. 34, f. 671

b.34,f. 672
b.34,f. 673

b.34,f. 674

Travel, U.S, London, India

Corning, NY news clipping and photograph of Alters
Study project, United Kingdom

Study project, Meerut

Study project, India

Trip to Dacca

Family reunions

Study projects, U.S.A.

Study projects, miscellaneous

Study projects, U.S.A., accounts

Personal Reports, United Presbyterian Church
Travel itineraries

Study project

Travel, Australia and New Zealand

Study Project, Travel to Indonesia

James Alter, caricature by Roland H. Bainton
Indonesia, reports and correspondence
Furlough

Furlough, Travel

Furlough, Trip to California

Furlough, Trip to Stony Point, NY

Furlough, Trip to United Kingdom

Study project, U.S.A.

United Presbyterian Church in U.S.A.: Missionary Salaries

Study projects
Travel diary, Korea and Japan

Travel diary, Pakistan trip
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1969

1969-1970

1969-1971

1969-1976

1970

1972

1972

1972

1972

1972-1977

1972-1979

1973

1973

1973

1973

1973-1974

1975

1975

1975

1975

1975

1975

1978-1979

1981

undated

undated
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Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library’s online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects

Missionaries
Missions -- India

Names
Alter, James P, 1919-

Corporate Body

Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A -- Missions --
India
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