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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1790

CREATOR: Davis, David Brion, 1927-

TITLE: David Brion Davis papers

DATES: 1949–2016

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 56.67 linear feet (112 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers include correspondence, teaching files, lecture notes, writings, 
research files, program files, personal papers, and student recommendations 
of David Brion Davis, historian and professor of history at Cornell University, 
1955-1969 and Yale University, 1969-2001.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1790

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1790.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of David Brion Davis, 2001 and 2016.
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Conditions Governing Access
Student recommendations in the original accession are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale 
Corporation regulations http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-university-
archives.

Course materials and portions of the research files in Accession 2017-M-0002 contain student records 
and are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation regulations http://web.library.yale.edu/
mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-university-archives.

Yale University files in Accession 2017-M-0002 are restricted until 2048 as established by Yale 
Corporation regulations http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-university-
archives. Personnel records in the Yale University files are restricted until 2073 as established by Yale 
Corporation regulations http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-university-
archives.

All other materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright is retained by David Brion Davis and his heirs for materials authored or otherwise produced 
by Davis. On January 2, 2027, all copyright held by Davis and his heirs passes to Yale University. 
Copyright status for other collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
David Brion Davis Papers (MS 1790). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
David Brion Davis was born February 16, 1927 in Denver, Colorado to Clyde Brion and Martha Davis. He 
received a BA from Dartmouth College in 1950 and a PhD from Harvard University in 1956. Davis was a 
professor in the history department at Cornell University from 1955 to 1969 and a professor of history at 
Yale University from 1970 until his retirement in 2001. Davis died on April 14, 2019.

Davis's scholarship focused on the history of slavery and abolition in the western world. While at Yale 
University, Davis taught courses in history, served as an academic advisor, and served as the founding 
director of the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition, established in 
1998.

Davis is the author of numerous monographs on slavery and abolition, including the Problem of Slavery 
in Western Culture (1966, and winner of the 1967 Pulitzer Prize for General Non-Fiction); the Problem of 
Slavery in the Age of Revolution (1975); Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World
(2006); and the Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation (2014). Davis also authored numerous 
shorting writings and essays, particularly as a regular contributor to the New York Review of Books.

In addition to his teaching and writing work, Davis participated in and held leadership roles in professional 
organizations, including serving as the president of the Organization of American Historians from 1988 to 
1989. Davis is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Antiquarian Society, 
and the American Philosophical Society.
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Scope and Contents
The papers include correspondence, teaching files, lecture notes, writings, research files, program files, 
personal papers, and student recommendations of David Brion Davis, historian and professor of history at 
Cornell University, 1955-1969 and Yale University, 1969-2001.

Davis's research activities, centering on the history of slavery and abolition in the western world, are 
documented in the research files and writings. The writings also document Davis's work as a cultural critic 
and contributor to scholarly and popular publications, including the New York Review of Books. Davis's 
teaching activities at Yale University are documented in his teaching files, lecture notes, and student 
recommendations. His broader professional activities are documented in the program files, personal 
papers, and correspondence, which primarily pertains to requests for feedback on the written work and 
academic activities of his colleagues and students.
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Collection Contents
Accession 2001-M-081: Original accession, 1970–1999

The original accession consists of correspondence, course files, lecture notes, writings, topical files, and 
student recommendations.

The student recommendations are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation regulations 
http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-university-archives.

 
Container Description Date

b. 1 Conferences files, course materials, correspondence 1970s-1990s

b. 2 Curriculum vita and correspondence 1972-1997

b. 3 Correspondence 1980s-1990s

b. 4 Topical files, including Yale History Department files 1970s-1990s

b. 5 Course materials 1970s-1990s

b. 6 Writings and research files 1970s-1990s

b. 8, 13, 9–12, 7 Student recommendations

The materials are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-
university-archives.

1970s-1990s
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Accession 2017-M-0002: Additional materials, 1949–2016

This accession comprises teaching and research files, writings, correspondence, and program files 
documenting David Brion Davis's work as a historian of slavery and abolition in the western world and 
professor of history at Yale University. The teaching files document Davis's teaching activities and lectures 
at Yale University and other educational institutions. Writings document Davis's monographs and short 
writings, particularly his essays and reviews for the New York Review of Books, as well as scholarly and 
popular writings of others that were sent to Davis for review or comment. Correspondence primarily 
documents Davis's professional and research activities, and correspondence is also present throughout 
the research files, writings, and program files groupings. Program files include material documenting 
conferences Davis attended and contributed to and activities Davis undertook in the professional 
organizations to which he belonged. The program files also document Davis's activities as founding 
director of Yale University's Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition and 
as a Yale history professor working with researchers, undergraduate students, and graduate students at 
the university. The accession also contains Davis's personal papers, which document his early academic 
work as a student at Dartmouth College and Harvard University, his written reflections on his life and work, 
and his professional activities and retirement.

Researchers should note that the research and teaching files often include correspondence and writing 
material related to the research or teaching filing topic.

The accession was processed by Manuscripts and Archives staJ in 2019. Processors identified groupings 
of materials based on Davis's filing system and sorted materials into those groupings. StaJ made no eJort 
to physically reorganize materials within the groupings, as they determined that Davis had, in some cases, 
filed related materials in physical proximity.

The accession is arranged under six headings: Teaching files, Writings, Research files, Correspondence, 
Program files, and Personal papers.

 
Container Description Date

Teaching files

Course material

The course materials are student records, which are restricted until 2091 
as established by Yale Corporation regulations http://web.library.yale.edu/
mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-university-archives.

History 161, Intellectual History 1971-1994, 
undated

b. 1, f. 1 Ideas and material for planning

b. 1, f. 2 Library reserve lists

b. 1, f. 3 Syllabi and packets

b. 1, f. 4 Intellectual history, theory, and definitions

b. 1, f. 5 Introduction and Ben Franklin

b. 1, f. 6 Sections discussion questions

b. 1, f. 7 Class folder

b. 1, f. 8 Lecture outlines

b. 1, f. 9-10 History 437B, Slavery and Anti-Slavery
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 11 History 447B 1994–1999

b. 2, f. 1 History 143B 2000

b. 2, f. 2 Religious Revivalism 1985–1998

b. 2, f. 3 "Seeking the Big Picture" on slavery
English

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 2, f. 4 History 143A, Origins, Significance, and Abolition of New World Slavery 1997–1998

b. 2, f. 5 History 447B, Last lecture class 2001

b. 2, f. 6 Cornell American history survey 1960–1964

b. 2, f. 7 June seminar 2002

b. 2, f. 8 Summer course 2000 July

b. 2, f. 9-11 Summer seminar 1996–1999

b. 2, f. 12 Summer slavery course 1995

b. 3, f. 1-2 Summer slavery course 1996–1997

b. 3, f. 3 Summer course students 1994

b. 3, f. 4 Graduate reading lists and library lists, including "Slavery" list

b. 3, f. 5 Graduate reading seminar 1992–1999

b. 3, f. 6 Slavery course planning 1995–2000

b. 3, f. 7 Exams 1995–1997

b. 3, f. 8 Slides - descriptions Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 3, f. 9 Coming of the 20th Century 1964-1968, 
undated

b. 3, f. 10 Examinations and questions 1965–1995

b. 3, f. 11 Intellectual history, first term 1965–2003

b. 4, f. 1 Intellectual history, second term 1964–1970

b. 4, f. 2 Dewey and Veblen 1967-1968, 
undated

b. 4, f. 3 Materialism, Watson, Santayana, Naturalism, and Aestheticism Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 4, f. 4 Socialist alternatives Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

Junior seminar

b. 4, f. 5 Notes on readings and class notes 1984, undated

Teaching files > Course material (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 4, f. 6 History 426a, Power, Influence, and Identity Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 4, f. 7 Evaluations, past syllabi 1977–1986

b. 4, f. 8 Notes on reading and class notes, past years 1977-1982, 
undated

b. 4, f. 9-10 Slavery and Antislavery 1985–1993

b. 5, f. 1 Slavery and Antislavery 1970s-1980s

b. 5, f. 2 Hiroshima debate 1986–1995

b. 5, f. 3 History 710a 1999

b. 5, f. 4-5 History 710b 1995–1998

b. 5, f. 6 History 447b 2001

b. 5, f. 7-8 Graduate Reading Seminar reading notes 1988–1999

b. 5, f. 9 Graduate Research Seminar records 1974–1995

b. 5, f. 10 Evaluations 1987–1992

b. 6, f. 1-6 Assorted and unidentified course material Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

Lectures

Notes

b. 7, f. 1 Exodus, Colonization, and Promised Lands Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 7, f. 2 Introduction, Sisterhood and Slavery Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 7, f. 3 Public lectures 1989, undated

b. 7, f. 4 Wilber Lecture 2006–2007

b. 7, f. 5 Origins of New World Slavery lecture Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 7, f. 6 Toni Hahn Davis talk and birthday 2005

b. 7, f. 7 Bender, anti-slavery debate 1993–1998

b. 99, f. 13 Bender, anti-slavery debate, student work

Includes student records, which are restricted until 2091 
as established by Yale Corporation regulations. http://
web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-
university-archives.

1993–1998

b. 7, f. 8 Jews and Blacks 2005

b. 7, f. 9 Martin Luther King, Jr. 2004

Teaching files > Course material > Junior seminar (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 7, f. 10 Pittsburgh and Williamsburg 1993, undated

b. 7, f. 11 Harvard, Mannheim 2006 September

b. 7, f. 12 Baron Lecture, American Antiquarian Society 2007–2008

b. 7, f. 13 American Historical Association, Chris Brown, abolition, et alia 1998

b. 7, f. 14 College of Charleston, Lowcountry conferences 1995–1997

b. 7, f. 15 South Carolina, Charleston Lecture and Rutgers 1997

b. 7, f. 16 Cult of Domesticity 1986–1989

b. 8, f. 1 Romanticism and Transcendentalism 1980, undated

b. 8, f. 2 Live lectures 1984-1986, 
undated

b. 8, f. 3 American myths and icons in Europe and America 1987–1995

b. 8, f. 4-5 National Endowment for the Humanities 1981 December

b. 8, f. 6 London 2007 April

b. 8, f. 7 Keynote, Slavery, Sex, and Dehumanization 2007

b. 8, f. 8-9 Berkeley, JeJerson Lecture 2004 November

b. 8, f. 10 Davis paradigm, bondage, liberation, time, and morality 1988, 1997

b. 8, f. 11-12 W. W. Cook Lectures, Michigan 1985–2006

b. 8, f. 13-14 Tanner Lectures Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 9, f. 1 Edited Tanner Lectures crucial for the Problem of Slavery in the 
Age of Emancipation

2005

b. 9, f. 2 Lecture planning 1995–1998

b. 9, f. 3 Exodus, Black Colonization, and Promised Lands 1991–1996

b. 9, f. 4 Eric Foner 2010

b. 9, f. 5 Original Cook Lectures, copy 1988

b. 9, f. 6 Constitution and Slavery Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 9, f. 7 Amistad Lecture, Mohonk Mountain House, Second Judicial 
Circuit

2008

b. 9, f. 8 New York Public Library Organization of American Historians 
comments

2003 April

b. 9, f. 9 Emory lecture sources 2008

b. 9, f. 10 Thirteenth Amendment 2009

Teaching files > Lectures > Notes (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 9, f. 11 Emory, David Eltis Lecture on Slave-Trade Abolition 2008

b. 9, f. 12 PBS documentary, Richard Karz 2008

b. 9, f. 13 David B. Davis Lecture Series 2005

b. 9, f. 14 Mark Weitzman, New York City book launch 2014

b. 9, f. 15 Notecards 1979, undated

b. 9, f. 16 Library of Congress, Hillel Group, and Adelphi talks 1995–2004

b. 9, f. 17 Bard College, William Wilberforce 2006

b. 10, f. 1 Washington, D. C., Paul Finkelman 2006 April

b. 10, f. 2 Columbia University 2004 June

b. 10, f. 3 Koerner Center 2011

b. 10, f. 4 Inhuman Bondage Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 10, f. 5 Koerner, Historiography of Slavery 2009 April

b. 10, f. 6 Guyana trip 1974–1975

b. 10, f. 7 Indiana University 1981–1982

b. 10, f. 8 Emancipation Moment 1982–1983

b. 10, f. 9 Westminster College 1985 November

b. 10, f. 10 Outside advisers, Baruch conference 2001

b. 10, f. 11 Gilder-Morgan, New York City project 1994

b. 10, f. 12 Speaker introductions Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 10, f. 13-14 Gilder Lehrman Institute course, slavery debates 2002 June

b. 10, f. 15 Utah, Weber State 2003

b. 10, f. 16 Southern Historical Association in Little Rock, Kenneth Stampp 1996

b. 11, f. 1 Amistad Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 11, f. 2 Slavery lectures, summer global course 1993–1997

b. 11, f. 3 Pomona College Fall 2001

b. 11, f. 4 Summer lectures on slavery 2000

b. 11, f. 5-6 Huggins Lectures 2002, undated

b. 11, f. 7 Antislavery debate, University of California 1990–1992

Teaching files > Lectures > Notes (continued)  
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Container Description Date

Audiotapes

Includes recordings of Davis's lectures for specific courses and topics. 
Also includes one recording of Davis speaking at his home on an 
unidentified topic.

Original audiovisual materials, as well as preservation and duplicating 
masters, may not be played. Researchers must consult use copies, or if 
none exist must pay for a use copy, which is retained by the repository. 
Researchers wishing to obtain an additional copy of non-commercially 
produced items for their personal use should consult the ordering 
reproductions information on the Manuscripts and Archives web site.

b. 73 Disillusion and the Fragmentation of the Progressive Spirit
1 Audiotape Reel

12 April

b. 74 Fundamentalism, The Great Red Scare
1 Audiotape Reel

19 April

b. 75 Fundamentalism II, Relative and Social Values
1 Audiotape Reel

22 April

b. 76 Fundamentalism III, Dayton as a Case Study
1 Audiotape Reel

24 April

b. 77 History 375
1 Audiotape Reel

8 May

b. 78 History 377, Emerson
1 Audiotape Reel

1967 October 4

b. 79 History 377, First lecture
1 Audiotape Reel

1968 September 
16

b. 80 History 377, Violence in American Life
1 Audiotape Reel

1967 September 
27

b. 81 History 377
1 Audiotape Reel

1967 October 11

b. 82 History 378, The 1930s
1 Audiotape Reel

26 April

b. 83 History 378, George Santayana, the Skeptic as Pietist
1 Audiotape Reel

1968 February 14

b. 84 History 378, ENciency, Technocracy, and Reform
1 Audiotape Reel

6 March

b. 85 History 378, Freudianism
1 Audiotape Reel

1968 February 21

b. 86 History 378, The Impact of Science and Henry Adams, Reinhold 
and Niebuhr
1 Audiotape Reel

1 May

b. 87 History 378, Lecture on John Broads Watson, High Priest of the 
Great Twitch
1 Audiotape Reel

1968 February 12

Teaching files > Lectures (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 88 History 378, Materialism, Paradoxes, and Problems
1 Audiotape Reel

7 February

b. 89 History 378, Naturalism in the Arts
1 Audiotape Reel

1968 February 16

b. 90 History 378, Niebuhr II
1 Audiotape Reel

3 May

b. 91 History 378, Response to Science, Anticipations of History
1 Audiotape Reel

13 March

b. 92 History 378, Response to Science III: Critics and Defenders
1 Audiotape Reel

18 March

b. 93 History 378, Science and the Dilemmas of Atomic Power
1 Audiotape Reel

8 April

b. 94 History 378, The Torment of Secrecy
1 Audiotape Reel

3 April

b. 95 Mark Twain
1 Audiotape Reel

Fall 1967

b. 96 Recording, Salisbury, Connecticut, at home
1 Audiotape Reel

1951

b. 97 Response to Science, Anticipations of History Part II
1 Audiotape Reel

15 March

Evaluations and recommendations

The evaluations and recommendations are student records, which are 
restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation regulations http://
web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-university-
archives.

b. 12, f. 1 Senior essay reader reports Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 12, f. 2-5 Recommendations Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 13, f. 1-8 Recommendations Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 13, f. 9-10 Summary notes on essays, dissertations, and theses 1992

b. 13, f. 11 The Life and Work of Clyde Brion Davis essay Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

Writings

Essays and short writings by Davis

b. 14, f. 1 Feminist Revolution 2000–2003

b. 14, f. 2 Feminism, "The Other Revolution" 2000

New York Review of Books

Teaching files > Lectures > Audiotapes (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 14, f. 3 Anthony Appiah 2011

b. 14, f. 4 Mormons 1980–1992

b. 14, f. 5 Eugene Genovese essay 1995

b. 14, f. 6 Many-Headed Hydra 2000–2001

b. 14, f. 7 Davis notes on Andy Delbanco 2012

b. 14, f. 8 David W. Blight and R. J. M. Blackett 2000–2002

b. 15, f. 1 Revolution, Davis and Peter Hinks New York Historical Society essay 2010–2012

b. 15, f. 2 Papers and essays on slavery, racism, and reparations 1987–2002

b. 15, f. 3 Essays and reviews on slavery, abolitionist rhetoric, and the American 
revolution

1998–1999

b. 15, f. 4 "American Dilemma," Andrew Hacker, Underclass
English

1992–1994

b. 15, f. 5 Jews and slave trade responses to New York Review of Books 1994–1995

b. 15, f. 6 The New England Quarterly 2006

b. 16, f. 1 David Brion Davis PhD thesis notes, early proposal on homicide in 
American Fiction

Includes thesis critiques and review by Howard M. Jones.

1955–1957

b. 16, f. 2 Liberator, Prospectus Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 16, f. 3 Anthology, Davis essays for Yale University Press 1999–2002

b. 16, f. 4 Mannheim essay 2000

b. 16, f. 5 USA Weekend magazine piece 2002

b. 16, f. 6 Journal of the Early Republic, "Jim Doc" and racial polarities 1997–1999

b. 16, f. 7 Arming Slaves volume 1999–2003

b. 16, f. 8 Encyclopedia project, Stan and Seymour Garland 1993–1996

b. 17, f. 1 Econocide, Davis preface 2009

b. 17, f. 2 Essay, Pedro Marques and Seymour Drescher 2008

b. 17, f. 3 Oxford University Press Davis blogs 2006

b. 17, f. 4 Comparative slavery paper, Organization of American Historians 1997–1999

b. 17, f. 5 New York Times essay, The Enduring Legacy of the South's Civil War, 
Graduate Employees and Students Organization slavery at Yale essay, 
and related papers and correspondence

2001–2005

b. 17, f. 6 Slave Revolts and Abolitionism Seymour Drescher volume 2009

Writings > Essays and short writings by Davis > New York Review of Books (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 17, f. 7 The Family and Boundaries 1977

Books and reviews by Davis

b. 17, f. 8-10 Book reviews, unidentified short writings, and news clippings 1958–1976

b. 18, f. 1-3 Book reviews, unidentified short writings, and news clippings 1985–1990

b. 18, f. 4 Manuscript reviews 1962–1994

b. 18, f. 5 Book reviews 2008

b. 18, f. 6 Reviews and clippings on slavery and antislavery 1984–1988

b. 18, f. 7 Seymour Drescher and David Ryden "Decline" 2010

b. 18, f. 8 Davis reviews of writings by Hugh Thomas and Robin Blackburn 1997–1998

The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation

b. 19, f. 1 Book outlines 1980s

b. 19, f. 2 Chapter outlines 1995–2006

b. 19, f. 3 Corrected copy of Cook lectures Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

b. 19, f. 4 Current ideas, thoughts 2007–2009

b. 19, f. 5 Description of project 1980

b. 19, f. 6 Early thoughts, planning 2005–2007

b. 19, f. 7 Ideas, "war sublimated," and hegemony 1979–1985

b. 19, f. 8 Reading material 2003–2007

b. 19, f. 9 Notes 1980

b. 19, f. 10 Overview 1995

b. 19, f. 11 Past planning 2006

b. 19, f. 12 Planning 1981–1988

b. 19, f. 13 Race, surveys, themes Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

b. 19, f. 14 Reviews, et cetera 2014

b. 19, f. 15 Schedule projections 2008

b. 19, f. 16 Summary Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

Chapter 1

b. 19, f. 17 Draft Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

Writings > Essays and short writings by Davis (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 19, f. 18 After chapter 1 2007

b. 19, f. 19 First emancipations, freedom and dishonor 1988 October

b. 20, f. 1 Loose notes 2008–2009

b. 20, f. 2-3 New material and correspondence 1987–1994

b. 20, f. 4-5 Notes on animalization 1991–1997

b. 20, f. 6 Original material Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

b. 20, f. 7 Research 2008

b. 20, f. 8 Sketches and outlines 1993–1996

Chapter 2

b. 21, f. 1 Loose notes 1986–1988

b. 21, f. 2 New material 1996–2003

b. 21, f. 3 Old revisions 2008

b. 21, f. 4 Outlines 1984

b. 21, f. 5 Philipp's comparison Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

Chapter 3

b. 21, f. 6 Drafts 2006

b. 21, f. 7 Drafts Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

b. 22, f. 1-2 Sources and anticipations of racism 2002–2004

b. 22, f. 3 Chapter 4 outlines and drafts 2006

b. 22, f. 4 Chapter 5 colonization, slavery, prisons, et cetera Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

b. 22, f. 5 Chapter 9 used material Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

b. 22, f. 6-7 The Problem of Slavery in Western Culture

Includes outlines, notes, correspondence, reviews, and award material 
for The Problem of Slavery in Western Culture.

1957–1972

The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution, 1770-1883

b. 23, f. 1 Chapter 4 text and lecture use Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

Michael Kammen notes Circa 1950s-
circa 2010s

Writings > Books and reviews by Davis > The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation >
Chapter 1 (continued)  
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b. 23, f. 2 Chapter 1 1973

b. 23, f. 3 Chapter 2 1973

b. 23, f. 4 Chapter 3 1973

b. 23, f. 5 Chapter 4 1973

b. 23, f. 6 Chapter 5 1973

b. 23, f. 7 Chapter 6 1973

b. 23, f. 8 Chapter 8 1973

b. 23, f. 9 Manuscript chapters with notes Circa 1973

b. 24, f. 1 Clippings and advertisements 1975–1976

b. 24, f. 2 New World Slavery chapter 8 2004

b. 24, f. 3 Slavery and Human Progress correspondence 1975–1983

b. 24, f. 4 From Homicide to Slavery files 1985–1993

b. 24, f. 5 Revolutions: Reflections on American Equality and Foreign Liberations
Harvard University Press files

1989–2000

b. 24, f. 6-7 Boisterous Sea of Liberty: A Documentary History of American from the 
Discovery through the Civil War files

1998–2000

Inhuman Bondage

b. 24, f. 8 Correspondence 2004–2007

b. 24, f. 9 Outlines and summaries 1997–2005

b. 24, f. 10 General notes 2002-2005, 
undated

b. 25, f. 1 Chapter 1, Amistad New World Slavery 2000–2003

b. 25, f. 2-3 Chapter 2, The Ancient Foundations of Modern Slavery 1986-2004, 
undated

b. 25, f. 4-5 Chapter 6, The Atlantic Slave System, 1600-1800 Circa 2000

b. 25, f. 6-7 Chapter 7, Slavery in Colonial North America Circa 2000

b. 25, f. 8 Stanley L. Engerman notes 2004–2005

b. 25, f. 9 Abolitionism in America notes, mostly from Inhuman Bondage 2006–2007

b. 25, f. 10 Correspondence 2008

b. 25, f. 11-12 Acknowledgments and permissions 2005, undated

b. 25, f. 13 Atlas of Transatlantic Slavery 2006–2007

b. 25, f. 14 Book on slavery for children 2013–2014

Writings > Books and reviews by Davis > The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution, 1770-1883 >
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Articles by Davis

b. 25, f. 15 William & Mary Quarterly, Race introduction 1996

b. 26, f. 1 Family and boundaries paper and Rush lecture Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 26, f. 2 Impact of British abolitionism on American sectionalism leading to 
Civil War

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 26, f. 3 Idea of Progress paper Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 26, f. 4 Unidentified articles Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 26, f. 5 Correspondence regarding articles 2002–2006

b. 26, f. 6 Feminine role and home and education writing on Freudianism 1966

b. 26, f. 7 Race articles, general 1994

Writing notes by Davis, miscellaneous

b. 26, f. 8 Filing, procedures, bibliography notebook databanks 1985–1987

b. 26, f. 9 Yale Art Gallery exhibit, Baule art and sculpture, Ivory Coast 1997 December

b. 26, f. 10 Books Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 26, f. 11 Reviews 1994

b. 26, f. 12 Notes on unidentified writings 1987-2005, 
undated

b. 27, f. 1-2 Notes on unidentified writings 1987-2005, 
undated

b. 27, f. 3 Book 2, labor

Includes notes on an unidentified writing on labor.

2003

Third party writings and notes

b. 27, f. 4 Slavery and antislavery, a bibliography of recent works in English Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 27, f. 5 Islands of History notes 1993

b. 27, f. 6 Slavery in Political Thought notes 1979

b. 27, f. 7 Patterson, Slavery and Social Death 1982–2011

b. 27, f. 8 Sheldon Meyer essay 1999 September 
30

b. 27, f. 9 Eli Faber, Jews and the Slave Trade Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s
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b. 27, f. 10 Jim Stewart, essays Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 27, f. 11 David R. Roediger, The Pursuit of Whiteness: Property, Terror, and 
Expansion, 1790-1860

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 28, f. 1 Lois H. Horton, From Class to Race: Gradual Emancipation and Northern 
Racial Reconstruction

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 28, f. 2 Joanne Pope Melish, The "Condition" Debate and Racial Discourse in 
the Antebellum North

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 28, f. 3 James P. Ronda, "We Have a Country": Race, Geography, and the 
Invention of Indian Territory

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 28, f. 4 Jon Gjerde, "Here in America There is Neither King nor Tyrant": 
European Encounters with Race, "Freedom," and Their European Pasts

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 28, f. 5 Daniel K. Richter, "Believing That Many of the Red People Su=er Much 
for the Want of Food": Hunting, Agriculture, and Quaker Constructions 
of Indianness in the Early Republic

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 28, f. 6 Shugerman, South Carolina and the slave trade, enslaving the frontier 1999

b. 28, f. 7 Randy Roth, Homicide, aggression 2011

b. 28, f. 8 Garland, Problem of Slavery Circa 1960s-
circa 2010s

b. 28, f. 9 Recent papers, reviews on slavery, Jim Stewart, Ed Ayers, and Owen 
Williams

2005

b. 28, f. 10 Margaret Abruzzo manuscript 2008

b. 28, f. 11 USA Weekend, What Reparations Mean to America 2002 August

b. 28, f. 12 Black Abolitionist Papers' comments 1989 August 18

Research files

Research files include subject files on specific topics, as well as correspondence, 
writings, course materials and notes, and printed material pertaining to those 
topics.

The research files include a small amount of unsorted mateiral pertaining to the 
history of the United States and the Americas. This unsorted material is filed at 
the end of the research files grouping.

Some research files include student records, which are restricted as established 
by Yale Corporation regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/
research-use-of-yaleuniversity- archives. Restricted research files are noted at the 
file level.

b. 28, f. 13-14 Black antisemitism and Nation of Islam 1993–1995

b. 28, f. 15 Isaac McCoy 1993

b. 28, f. 16 Indian removal, Bob Bonner materials 1993

b. 28, f. 17 Colonization and poverty 1986

Writings > Third party writings and notes (continued)  
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b. 29, f. 1 Early British colonization scholarship 1993

b. 29, f. 2 Indian removal and comparisons Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 3 John G. Fee anti-slavery manual, 1848 1986

b. 29, f. 4 Slavery, colonization, and academia notes and correspondence 1987

b. 99, f. 15 Slavery, colonization, and academia notes and correspondence, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

1987

b. 29, f. 5 Material on British-American relations (post chapter 5) Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 6 Slavery, against progress, backwardness, cross-references Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 7 Black view, free trade and commerce Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 8 Joseph Gurney, letter to Henry Clay, A Winter in the West Indies, 1840 Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 9 Animal Imagery in Edward Long, W. Jordan, D.B. Davis Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 10 Eugene Genovese notes Circa 1990-circa 
1995

b. 99, f. 14 Eugene Genovese notes, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

Circa 1990-1995

b. 29, f. 11 University of Michigan manuscript, Danforth, Bacon, Geo. Thompson, etc., 
ACS, 1832

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 12 Liberia 2006, undated

b. 29, f. 13 Russian serf emancipation 1986-1987, 
undated

b. 29, f. 14 Charles Darwin, British antislavery and industrial society 2009, undated

b. 29, f. 15 Jim Oakes lecture on emancipation 2009 September 
20

b. 29, f. 16 David Eltis, Rise of African Slavery in the Americas Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 17 Floyd Miller and Wilson J. Moses, Black Nationalism 2001, undated

b. 29, f. 18 India, British occupation 2007

b. 29, f. 19 Proslavery, Bob Bonner 2008
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b. 29, f. 20 Rob Forbes, Missouri Crisis Politics of Slavery Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 21 Stanley L. Engerman, Weber, Protestant and capitalism Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 29, f. 22 Slave families, Brenda Stevenson, etc.

Also includes notes and writings for the New York Review of Books.

1977, 1996

b. 30, f. 1 Women and blacks 1986–1989

b. 30, f. 2 Early British colonization documents Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 30, f. 3 Maryland in Africa, Penelope Campbell Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 30, f. 4 Notes and correspondence regarding the Maryland State Colonization 
Society

1992, undated

b. 30, f. 5 Naming America and Africa Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 30, f. 6 Thomas JeJerson and Sally Hemings 1998–1999

b. 30, f. 7 Books to read or see 2007–2008

b. 30, f. 8 History of Rome, books to get 2008

b. 30, f. 9 Drescher, Atlantic slave trade and Holocaust comparative analysis Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 30, f. 10 Idea of progress Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 30, f. 11 Missouri crisis, new states and slavery Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 30, f. 12 John Marshall and William Ellery Channing Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 30, f. 13 Cincinnati trip 2006 November

b. 30, f. 14 Research trips 1987

b. 30, f. 15 British travel research 1981–1987

b. 30, f. 16 Amistad research black press: 1847-1848 Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 1 Notes and lectures on slavery Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 2-3 Notecards on sources Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 4 American view, British abolitionists and others, interests, motives, et cetera Circa 1960s-
circa 2010
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b. 31, f. 5 American view, British interesting in the United States (general) Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 6 American view, British hypocrisy, United States defended Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 7 American view, British emancipation movement Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 8 American view, British hypocrisy Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 9 American view, British churches Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 10 American and British responses to F.A. Cox and James Hoby Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 11 American view, British apprenticeship Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 12 American and British view of foreign interference Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 13 American, Anglo-American perception of attempts to explain American 
anti-slavery to British and vice versa

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 14 American, abolitionist defense of America against British abolitionist 
criticism

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 31, f. 15 American view, lessons of British West Indies emancipation successes and 
failures

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 1 American view, British emancipation in India Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 2 American, Charles Summer to R. Cobden on British and American relations Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 3 American, attempts to enlist British anti-slavery support Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 4 Abolitionist views of their role after emancipation Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 5 American, emancipation plans and suggestions Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 6 American, role of abolitionists in post-Civil War society Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 7 American, plan for a free labor experiment in South Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 8 American, free labor and African civilization Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 9 American, Civil War, includes voices of British opinion and role Circa 1960s-
circa 2010
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b. 32, f. 10 American views on the Irish Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 11 American, miscellaneous arguments for emancipation Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 12 Photocopies of maps Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 13 Reconstruction 1990

b. 99, f. 1 Reconstruction, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

1990

b. 32, f. 14 Mind, Brain, Culture, and Consciousness, collective remembering Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 15 Alexander Saxton, The Rise and Fall of the White Republic, race 1990

b. 32, f. 16 Henri Grégoire, defense of blacks Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 32, f. 17 American Anti-Slavery Group, modern slavery 1995

b. 32, f. 18 George Washington, Thomas JeJerson, and Rufus King speeches, 
photocopies

1994

b. 32, f. 19 Feminism, women's rights 2000

b. 32, f. 20 Thomas Bender, Internationalizing of American History, New York University 1998

b. 32, f. 21 Steven Mintz, slavery and anti-slavery bibliography 1996 August 21

b. 32, f. 22 Cold War, Israel, and Arabs 1999

b. 32, f. 23 ANrmative action, equal outcome 1993–1997

b. 33, f. 1 Political correctness, absurdities, Robeson, alternative medicine, Patterson's 
lectures

1998–2001

b. 33, f. 2 Postmodernism, pragmatism, Richard Rorty, et cetera 1998

b. 33, f. 3 Science and God, divine in human life 1997–2004

b. 33, f. 4 Harold Brackman, Jesus and blacks, counterhistory, exodus, et cetera 1998–1999

b. 33, f. 5 Jews and slavery, Middle Ages to Caribbean, Brazil 1994–1998

b. 99, f. 2 Jews and slavery, Middle Ages to Caribbean, Brazil, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

1994–1998

b. 33, f. 6 Harold Brackman, Jesus, black music 2010
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b. 99, f. 3 Theses notes

Includes student records, which are restricted until 2091 as established by 
Yale Corporation regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/
research-use-of-yale-university-archives.

1998

b. 33, f. 7 Jews and abolitionism, Civil War and racism 1995

b. 99, f. 4 Jews and abolitionism, Civil War and racism, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

1995

b. 99, f. 5 Jews, slavery and anti-slavery

Includes student records, which are restricted until 2091 as established by 
Yale Corporation regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/
research-use-of-yale-university-archives.

1995

b. 33, f. 8 British research notes Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 34, f. 1 Rochester papers and Stanley L. Engerman festschrift 2001

b. 34, f. 2 Blacks today, legacies, Orlando Patterson, et cetera 2007

b. 34, f. 3 Reparations, apologies 2001–2005

b. 34, f. 4 Idea of the American dream 2008

b. 35, f. 1 Summaries of books and articles on Jewish success Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 35, f. 2 Statistics on American Jewish success Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 35, f. 3 Miscellaneous (Philip D. Morgan, Michael J. Sandel, Gerald Krefetl) Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 35, f. 4 Jewish success Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 35, f. 5 Jews and blacks essay 1996

b. 35, f. 6 Jewish liberation as a model for blacks? 1996–1997

b. 35, f. 7 Booker T. Washington's "Discovery of Jews" 1999

Slavery versus Holocaust

b. 35, f. 8 Research file 1996
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b. 98 Notes for Professor Davis
2017-m-0002-0001
1 3.5_floppy_disk  1474560 bytes  (1.47 Megabytes. This reflects the size 
of the carrier media, but may not accurately reflect the extent of digital 
files available for research.)

The computer files are unprocessed and may contain sensitive 
information or be in a physical state that would prohibit 
use. Researchers wishing to request access should email 
beinecke.library@yale.edu . The request should outline the scope 
and purpose of the research project, why the researcher believes 
the material is relevant to their project, and contact information. If 
possible the request should also include a list of specific material 
of interest including collection, box, and folder numbers (or folder 
descriptions if folders are not numbered). The review may take several 
weeks.

b. 35, f. 9 Blacks and Jews, clippings, Gates; correspondence, American Historical 
Association, et cetera

1991–1995

b. 35, f. 10 American Jewish history 1993

b. 35, f. 11 Blacks and Jews, Davis essays, talks, correspondence, clippings 1994–1997

b. 35, f. 12 Notes on David Eltis writings 1987–1993

b. 36, f. 1 Seymour Drescher and papers, notes and controversy 1979–1997

b. 36, f. 2 Labor degraded Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 36, f. 3 Grimké sisters, G. Lerner Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 36, f. 4 Whigs, anti-masons, nativists Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 36, f. 5 Reading, for review 1979–1987

b. 36, f. 6 Antislavery 1982, undated

b. 36, f. 7 Reformer, biographical sketches 1960, undated

b. 36, f. 8 Reform, phases, theory 1960, undated

b. 36, f. 9 Education, pre-1860 1978, undated

b. 36, f. 10 Law, judges, and constitution Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 36, f. 11 Prisons and asylums 1979, undated

b. 36, f. 12 19th century United States, colonial and revolutionary 1971, undated

b. 36, f. 13 Texas issue and slavery Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 36, f. 14 Anglo-America; Monroe Doctrine, expansion Circa 1960s-
circa 2010
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b. 36, f. 15 Kansas, Nebraska, and Stephen A. Douglas Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 37, f. 1 Race and racism, general 1994–2004

b. 37, f. 2 Colonization, themes, ideas 1984–2006

b. 99, f. 6 Colonization, themes, ideas, student work

Also includes material for the Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emanicipation.

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

1984–2006

b. 37, f. 3 Slavery, Steven Mintz, email and Internet printouts 1996

b. 37, f. 4 IQ, race, genes 2007, 2010

b. 37, f. 5 Proslavery thought 1967–2006

b. 99, f. 7 Proslavery thought, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

1967–2006

b. 37, f. 6 Notes on C. Duncan Rice, Scottish Factor Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 37, f. 7 Notes on William Lloyd Garrison papers Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 37, f. 8 Assorted notes on slavery and reform Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 37, f. 9 Frederick Douglass Monthly and notes from missing issue of The North Star Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 38, f. 1 Henry Clay and colonization Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 99, f. 16 Henry Clay and colonization, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 38, f. 2 Notes on Standenraus, Fredrickson

Also includes material on the Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation.

1991

b. 38, f. 3 Punishment, crime (sin) Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 38, f. 4 Black view, British and British emancipation Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 38, f. 5 Jean Soderlund, Quakers and Slavery Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 38, f. 6 Philo and Essenes 2007
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b. 38, f. 7 Definitions and anthropology of slavery 1994–2001

b. 38, f. 8 Notes on Edward Bartlett Rugemer, Emancipation Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 39, f. 1 Black image, Menil Collection, review, and notes 1991, undated

b. 39, f. 2 Peter Kolchin, American slavery

b. 39, f. 3 Joseph J. Ellis on Thomas JeJerson, American Sphinx 1997, undated

b. 39, f. 4 Robert Fogel, Without Consent 1989-1990, 
undated

b. 99, f. 8 Robert Fogel, Without Consent, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

1989-1990, 
undated

b. 39, f. 5 George M. Fredrickson, Inner Civil War, Walters, and antislavery appeal Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 39, f. 6 Abraham Lincoln and Harriet Beecher Stowe Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 39, f. 7 George M. Fredrickson, white supremacy and comparative slavery 1985, undated

b. 39, f. 8 Stanley Elkins and other files Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 39, f. 9 Concluding material, 20th century slavery 1996–2002

b. 39, f. 10 Assorted notes and New York Review of Books material 1994–1996

b. 39, f. 11 Richard Wightman Fox biography of Reinhold Niebuhr

Also includes material for the New York Review of Books.

1986, undated

b. 39, f. 12 British West Indies emancipation results from 1845 onward Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 39, f. 13 James Madison on slavery 1995, undated

b. 39, f. 14 Notes on slavery and Winthrop Jordan, Tumult and Silence 1993–1994

b. 39, f. 15 Lawrence Jacob Friedman, Gregarious Saints Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 39, f. 16 Notes on Robert Sean Wilentz and labor radicals Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 39, f. 17 Joel Williamson, Crucible of Race 1985, undated

b. 39, f. 18 Stanley Elkins, Richard King, and St. Petersburg, Florida 2000

b. 39, f. 19 Notes on Winthrop Jordan, White over Black Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 39, f. 20 Notes on books on slavery 1994–2000
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b. 39, f. 21 Slavery in a capitalist world

Also includes course lecture notes.

Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 1 Prudence Crandall Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 2 Notes JAH manuscript, Abolitionists versus capitalists 2004, undated

b. 40, f. 3 Dick Brodhead, American literature and slavery 1996

b. 40, f. 4 George Fitzhugh to Gerrit Smith 1996

b. 40, f. 5 David Northrup, Atlantic slave trade Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 6 Edmund Morgan, American slavery, American freedom 1995, undated

b. 99, f. 9 Edmund Morgan, American slavery, American freedom, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

1995, undated

b. 40, f. 7 Slavery and debt and death paper 2010

b. 40, f. 8 Notes, on Joe Wilkins and M. Sinha Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 9 Robert Fogel, The Slavery Debates 2001–2002

b. 40, f. 10 John Thornton and Patrick Manning Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 11 Right of research controversy Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 12 Thomas Bacon Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 13 Kansas, Free soil versus free Blacks Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 14 Kansas, Issue Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 15 Illinois legislature, 1824 convention controversy Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 16 Anti-abolitionist views, gradualists and view of Vermont Chronicle Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 17 American, Southern view, general Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 18 Fugitive Slave Law, makes free North accomplice of slavery as a form of 
dominion

Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 19 Petition versus Fugitive Slave Law Circa 1990s-
circa 2010
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b. 40, f. 20 Fugitive slaves, drama Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 21 Fugitive slaves, general, assumptions regarding assimilation Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 22 British view, fugitive slave issue Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 23 Attitudes toward other minority groups Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 40, f. 24 Attitudes of immigrants Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 1 American mission subverted, general Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 2 American mission subverted, slave power controls nation Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 3 American hypocrisy Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 4 New American revolution Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 5 Crusade (Anglo-Saxon) to Christianize, gradual progress through 
Christianity

Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 6 Fourth of July rhetoric Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 7 Anglo-Saxon superiority, implied or stated Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 8 Regeneration of world, working out of destiny Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 9 Monarchy, democracy, aristocracy, and slavery Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 10 Noble traditions and precedents (subverted) Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 11 "Framers" intentions
English

Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 41, f. 12 How moral influence is best exerted (for social change) 1990s-2000s

b. 41, f. 13 French views of United States "mission" and new ideals 1990s-2000s

b. 42, f. 1 Leonard Bacon, Hugh Davis Circa 1998

b. 42, f. 2 Pro-colonization, Bacon Family Papers Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 42, f. 3 Notes on Bacon Family Papers, etc. Circa 1990s-
circa 2010
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b. 42, f. 4 Leonard Bacon, old chapter 3 material Circa 2006-circa 
2009

b. 42, f. 5 Leonard Bacon, new chapter 3 material Circa 2006-circa 
2009

b. 42, f. 6 Biblical arguments, descent from Ham, curse of Canaan Circa 2006-circa 
2009

b. 42, f. 7 Black view, colonization issue Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 42, f. 8 White abolitionist views of black abolitionists Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 42, f. 9 Black views of white abolitionists Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 1 White (including abolitionist) view of free blacks Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 2 Black view, emancipation process proper approach for blacks Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 3 Black view, other minorities Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 4 Biblical and religious arguments, role of churches Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 5 Race prejudice, Negrophobia Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 6 Biblical arguments refuted Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 7 Black Nationalism and emigration (chapter 2) Circa 1980s-
circa 1990s

b. 43, f. 8 Free blacks compared to poor Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 9 Notes on Cohen, Green, and Berlin Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 10 Black view, race prejudice, negrophobia Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 11 White view, black capability Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 12 Amalgamation, Negrophobia Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 43, f. 13 Race prejudice, general Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 44, f. 1 White abolitionist views of blacks (general) Circa 1990s-
circa 2010
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b. 44, f. 2 Notes on abolition and archival collections Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 44, f. 3 Immigration Circa 1990s-
circa 2010

b. 44, f. 4 Bibliographie Project 1980s

b. 44, f. 5 Lucia Bergamasco Lenarda Bibliotheque Nationale notes Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 44, f. 6 Notes on bibliography and archival collections Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 44, f. 7-8 Catholicism and slavery; slavery in the French colonies Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 44, f. 9 Slavery in Rome Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 45, f. 1 Notes and writings on abolition Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 45, f. 2 Ira Berlin, Many Thousand Gone Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 45, f. 3 Curse of Ham and Canaan Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 45, f. 4 Russian slavery Circa 1970s

b. 45, f. 5 Schism, What is a true abolitionist; true abolitionism defined Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 45, f. 6 Schism, General squabbling; new versus old organization Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 45, f. 7 Abolitionist views of each other Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 45, f. 8 Use of the press, powerful tool Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 1 Use of the press, marketing abolitionism Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 2 Illustrations and cartoons Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 3 Tactics and techniques of opposition Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 4 Mobs (tactics of opposition) Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 5 Conversion experience Circa 1980s-
circa 2010
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b. 46, f. 6 Evidence (truth and facts) Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 7 Abolition and political action Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 8 Anti-Semitism Circa 2004-circa 
2006

b. 46, f. 9 Philosophy 2008–2016

b. 46, f. 10 Antislavery, biography (including Sojourner Truth) Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 99, f. 10 Antislavery, biography (including Sojourner Truth), student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 11 French antislavery and emancipation 1994

b. 46, f. 12 Ezra, Shabbos Group Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 46, f. 13 George Washington and slavery Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 47, f. 1 Slavery and abolition, Gad Heuman 2000

b. 47, f. 2 Civil War, as crucial test 1980s-1990s

b. 47, f. 3 Abraham Lincoln and Civil War 1994

b. 47, f. 4 Chapter 5 on slavery and sectional conflict text for lecture use Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 47, f. 5 Post-war, Reconstruction and New South 1994

b. 47, f. 6 Reconstruction and post-emancipation South Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 47, f. 7-8 Revolutionary thought, social Darwinism Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 47, f. 9 Liberalism and socialism Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 48, f. 1 William James and Pragmatism Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 48, f. 2 Mark Twain and American culture Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 48, f. 3 Reform, social gospel, progressive Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 48, f. 4 Progressive Era Circa 1980s-
circa 2010
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b. 48, f. 5 Boundary concept, notes Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 48, f. 6 Modernization, notes Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 48, f. 7 Republicanism, historical debate Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 1 Enlightenment Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 2 Demographic and economic growth Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 3 Social change, pre-1820 Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 4 Industrialization, manufacture Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 5 Transportation revolution Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 6 Commerce, urbanization Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 7 Public land policy, sectionalism, tariJs Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 8 Class, distribution, classless ideal Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 9 Economic theories, laissez-faire and nationalism Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 10 Material expansion and anxieties, gentility and domesticity Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 11 Lecture, the Great Transformation Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 12 Lecture, JeJerson Republicanism Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 13 JeJersonian heritage, split Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 14 Thomas Paine Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 15 Lecture, America in age of revolution Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 16 Lecture, American's revolutionary heritage Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 17 French Revolution, American response Circa 1970s-
circa 2010
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b. 49, f. 18 Indians and removal Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 99, f. 11 Indians and Indian policy

Includes student records, which are restricted until 2091 as established by 
Yale Corporation regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/
research-use-of-yale-university-archives.

1985

b. 49, f. 19 Violence Circa 1970s-
circa 2010

b. 49, f. 20 Jacksonian persuasion Circa 1965-circa 
2000s

b. 99, f. 12 Jacksonian persuasion, student work

Student records are restricted until 2091 as established by Yale Corporation 
regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-
yale-university-archives.

Circa 1965-circa 
2000s

b. 49, f. 21 Notes, correspondence, and clippings on slavery, uprisings, and politics Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 1 Non-resistance, denies use of violence as method for obtaining rights Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 2 Non-resistance and martyrdom, Elijah Parish Lovejoy murder Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 3 Non-resistance, general views Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 4 Harmony and conflict, use of war images, violence, and slavery as warfare Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 5 Harmony and conflict, harmony of interests Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 6 Dominion, capital over labor Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 7 Dominion, forms of subordination Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 8 Dominion, labor and compulsion Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 9 Idea of freedom, liberty, slavery Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 10 Post Civil War, concern for Freedmen Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 11 Slave revolts, insurrections, response to use of violence Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 50, f. 12 Relationship, condition of free blacks versus slaves Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

Research files (continued)  

Page 34 of 41



Accession 2017-M-0002: Additional materials David Brion Davis papers
MS 1790

 
Container Description Date

b. 50, f. 13 Concern for welfare of slave and Freedmen Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 51, f. 1 View of character of slaveholders Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 51, f. 2 Property and compensation, British views Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 51, f. 3 Property and compensation versus ransom of Frederick Douglass and 
William Wells Brown

Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 51, f. 4 Property and property in man, general and miscellaneous views Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 51, f. 5 Notes, Jamaica trip, and Stanley L. Engerman material 1981

b. 51, f. 6 Antislavery papers and manuscripts, British Empire Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 51, f. 7 Jamaica notes 1981

b. 51, f. 8 Notes on Cuban slavery Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 51, f. 9 Black view, advice for their welfare and improvement (free black) Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 52, f. 1 Anti-colonization from 1831-1833 Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 52, f. 2 Notes on Katherine Plymley papers Circa 1980s-
circa 2010

b. 52, f. 3 Notes on Quakers, Puritanism, and religion Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 52, f. 4 Jonathan Prude and Timothy Shannon papers, Milan dress and deportment, 
Indians, and class

1990s

b. 52, f. 5 Charles Verlinden Beginnings of Modern Civilization summary Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 52, f. 6 Book and essay summaries on Dahomey Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 52, f. 7 Interview with Brazilian newspaper 2002

b. 52, f. 8 Interview with New York Historical Society 2004

b. 52, f. 9-10 Unsorted research files Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 53, f. 1-7 Unsorted research files Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 54, f. 1-4 Unsorted research files Circa 1960s-
circa 2010
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b. 54, f. 5-6 Unsorted research files with unidentified writings Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 55, f. 1-4 Unsorted research files with unidentified writings Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 56, f. 1 Unsorted research files with unidentified writings Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

Correspondence

General

b. 57, f. 1 1990–1991 1990–1991

b. 57, f. 2 1992–1993 1992–1993

b. 57, f. 3 Letters 1993–1995

b. 57, f. 4 1997
English

1997

b. 57, f. 5 1999–2000 1999–2000

b. 58, f. 1 2000–2004 2000–2004

b. 58, f. 2 American History Extract Program films, etc. 1974–1975

b. 58, f. 3 India travel 1967

b. 58, f. 4 Phil Morgan issue 2005

b. 58, f. 5-6 Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution 1967–1975

b. 58, f. 7 Professional 1999

b. 58, f. 8 Slavery 1979–2000

b. 59, f. 1-5 Slavery 1979–2000

Program files

Program files pertaining to Yale University include university records, which 
are restricted until 2048 as established by Yale Corporation regulations. http://
web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/ research-use-of-yale-university-archives.

Conferences

b. 60, f. 1 Hartford conference 2000

b. 60, f. 2 South Carolina conference 2000

b. 60, f. 3 Emory conference, global slavery 2003 May

b. 60, f. 4 Amistad conference, abolitionists 1989 November

b. 60, f. 5 Northwest Ordinance conference 1987

b. 60, f. 6 Nottingham conference 2000
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b. 60, f. 7 2nd Circuit Judges conference, Amistad 2008 June

b. 60, f. 8 Brown University Haiti conference 2004

b. 60, f. 9 13th Amendment conference 2009

b. 60, f. 10 Haitian Revolution conference 2002

b. 60, f. 11 McGill University conference details 2007

b. 60, f. 12 Williamsburg conference 1998

b. 60, f. 13 History conference in honor of Davis 2002 May

b. 60, f. 14 Rochester conference, Stanley L. Engerman 2001 June

b. 60, f. 15 Houston conference 2001 February

b. 61, f. 1 Yale and slavery conference papers 2002

b. 61, f. 2 Paris conference (cancelled) 2002

b. 61, f. 3 Fugitives from Slavery conference 2002–2003

b. 61, f. 4 Venture Smith conference 2006

b. 61, f. 5 Conference, Walter Johnson Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 61, f. 6 From Chattel Bondage to State Servitude: Slavery in the 20th Century 
conference

2003–2004

b. 61, f. 7 20th century slavery conference 2007

b. 61, f. 8 Biographies and introductions, Gilder Lehrman Center conference 2002

b. 61, f. 9 Hull conference, Wilberforce Institute for the study of Slavery and 
Emancipation (WISE)

2006 July

b. 61, f. 10 Harvard, DuBois slave trade group 2006

b. 61, f. 11-12 Davis commentary for slavery conferences 1967–1969

b. 61, f. 13 Haitian Revolution conferences 1998–2004

b. 61, f. 14 Organization of American Historians (OAH) session 1999 April

b. 61, f. 15 Collective Degradation: Slavery and the Construction of Race 
conference

2003

b. 62, f. 1 Sisterhood and Slavery conference 2001 October

b. 62, f. 2 Library of Congress Civil War conference 2002 November

b. 62, f. 3 Unshackled Spaces 2002–2003

b. 62, f. 4 Milan Symposium 1998

b. 62, f. 5-6 Williamsburg slave trade conference 1998 September
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b. 62, f. 7 Tony Kronman Yale conference 2001–2002

b. 62, f. 8 Haitian Revolution conference, Charleston 1998

b. 63, f. 1 Haitian Revolution conference, Charleston 1998

b. 63, f. 2-3 Chicago slave trade conference 1998 May

b. 63, f. 4 Gilder Lehrman conference 2000

b. 63, f. 5 Italian trip, Milan conference, Mantua, Venice 1990 June

b. 63, f. 6-7 Bellagio conferences 1984

b. 63, f. 8 Princeton University Islamic conference Circa 1960s-
circa 2010

b. 63, f. 9 Internal Slave Trade in the Americas conference 1999 October

b. 63, f. 10 New Jersey Council for History Education (CHE) conference, Princeton 
University

1997

b. 64, f. 1 Underground Railroad, Freedom Project notes, Fugitive issue, and 
Cincinnati

1997–1998

b. 64, f. 2 Williamsburg talk, slave trade conference 1998

b. 64, f. 3 Milan conference notes and papers 1996

b. 64, f. 4 Unsorted conference files 1968–1969

Organizations

b. 65, f. 1 New York Seaport slavery exhibit 1997–2001

b. 65, f. 2 Bruce Catton Prize 2004

b. 65, f. 3 National Endowment for the Humanities oNcial correspondence 1975–1984

b. 65, f. 4 Mellon Fellowship grant 2007–2009

b. 65, f. 5 National Endowment for the Humanities report 1979–1981

b. 65, f. 6 National Endowment for the Humanities (44658) project description 
and initial budget

1981

b. 65, f. 7 Kidger Award 2004

b. 65, f. 8 Book prizes 2006–2007

b. 65, f. 9 Phi Beta Kappa Emerson Award 2007

b. 65, f. 10 Black Antislavery Writings Project Detroit 2002

b. 65, f. 11 Cincinnati Freedom Center 2005–2006

Yale University
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Gilder Lehrman Center

University records are restricted until 2048 as established by 
Yale Corporation regulations. http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa/
collections/research-use-of-yale-university-archives.

b. 66, f. 1 Activities and outreach 2002–2004

b. 66, f. 2 Susan Saidenberg 1992–1997

b. 66, f. 3 Benjamin Franklin Papers 2012

b. 66, f. 4 Gilder Lehrman Center update 2000

b. 66, f. 5 Correspondence 1992–2000

b. 66, f. 6 Jamaica art conference 2007

b. 66, f. 7 Slavery and abolition 1996–1998

b. 66, f. 8-9 Gilder Lehrman Institute board 1994–2003

b. 66, f. 10 Abolitionism in America Summer 2011

b. 66, f. 11-12 General 2013

b. 66, f. 13 Gilder Lehrman Institute advisory board 2006

b. 66, f. 14 Publications 1998–2002

b. 67, f. 1 Volume introductions 2002–2003

b. 67, f. 2 Personnel and curricula vitae 1998–2004

b. 67, f. 3 Budget reports 1998–2004

b. 67, f. 4 Hebe Maria Mattos 2002–2003

b. 67, f. 5 Advisory committee 1998–2004

b. 67, f. 6 Planning 1998–2002

b. 67, f. 7 Names and priorities 1998–2004

b. 67, f. 8 Joe Miller bibliography project 2003

b. 67, f. 9 Frederick Douglass Book Prize 1998–2003

b. 68, f. 1-4 Frederick Douglass Book Prize 1998–2003

b. 68, f. 5-6 Slavery and abolition 1998–2002

b. 68, f. 7 Report documents and anthology 1992–1997

b. 68, f. 8 Gilder Lehrman Fellow leave of absence 1996–1997

b. 68, f. 9 Jim Basker 2001–2003

b. 68, f. 10 Seminar evaluations 1999
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b. 68, f. 11 Meetings 2000–2002

Yale University files

Contains personnel records, which are restricted until 2073 
as established by Yale Corporation regulations. http://
web.library.yale.edu/mssa/collections/research-use-of-yale-
university-archives.

b. 69, f. 1-5 Professional activities 1980–2005

b. 70, f. 1 Professional activities 2006

b. 70, f. 2 Researchers 2001

b. 70, f. 3 Postdoctoral assistance 2007–2008

b. 70, f. 4 Retirement 1999–2004

b. 70, f. 5-6 Graduate Employees and Students Organization 1995–2001

b. 70, f. 7 Student records 1995–2002

Personal papers

b. 71, f. 1 David Brion Davis tributes 2010–2012

b. 71, f. 2 Howard University 1994 visit 1993–1997

b. 71, f. 3-4 Davis PhD thesis 1956

b. 71, f. 5 Harvard schoolwork 1952–1953

b. 71, f. 6-7 Dartmouth schoolwork 1949–1950

b. 72, f. 1 Dartmouth essays 1965–1966

b. 72, f. 2 Dartmouth course materials and teaching 1953–1954

b. 72, f. 3 Thoughts, reflections, family correspondence, and diary 1977–2000

b. 72, f. 4 Vita, Who's Who in America, and biographical material 2005–2009

b. 72, f. 5 Forbes and Stewart remarks on Davis retirement 2004 June

b. 72, f. 6 Work schedule and records 1986–1993

b. 72, f. 7 Davis Wikipedia entry 2009
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The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Occupations
Historians -- United States -- 20th Century

Subjects
Slavery
Slavery -- Antislavery movements

Names
Davis, David Brion, 1927-

Corporate Bodies
Yale University. Department of History
Yale University -- Faculty
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