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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
mssa.assist@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1637

CREATOR: Caswell, W. Cameron , collector

TITLE: W. Cameron Caswell and John Marshall Holcombe, Jr. collection

DATES: 1787-1962

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1.75 linear feet (4 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The collection consists of correspondence and legal documents bearing the
signatures of United States presidents, vice-presidents, cabinet members,
and other historical figures. Portraits and photographs of the presidents
complete the collection.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: http://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1637

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at http://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1637.
To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number,
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:
b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
The materials were collected by John M. Holcombe, Jr. and his son-in-law, W. Cameron Caswell, Yale
Class of 1939, and were donated in 1992.
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W. Cameron Caswell and John Marshall Holcombe, Jr. collection
MS 1637

Conditions Governing Access
Researchers must use the photocopies of the presidential material rather than the originals.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown, though much of the material in this collection is
likely in the public domain. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law
(Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners.
Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright
owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
W. Cameron Caswell and John M. Holcombe, Jr. Collection (MS 1637). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale
University Library.

Scope and Contents
The Cameron Caswell and John M. Holcombe, Jr. Collection consists of correspondence and legal
documents which bear the signatures of United States presidents, vice-presidents, presidential cabinet
members, and other historical figures. Portraits and photographs of the presidents complete the collection.

These materials were collected by John M. Holcombe, Jr. and his son-in-law, Cameron Caswell, class of 1939,
and were donated to Manuscripts and Archives in 1992.
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W. Cameron Caswell and John Marshall Holcombe, Jr. collection
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

Presidential signatures, portraits

b. 1, f. 1 Adams, John 1787

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 2 Adams, John Quincy 1837

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 3 Arthur, Chester. A. 1863, undated

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 4 Buchanan, James 1842, 1864

b. 6 Restricted (3)

b. 1, f. 5 Cleveland, Grover 1897, 1902,
undated

Restricted (3)

b. 1, f. 6 Coolidge, Calvin 1923, 1924

Restricted (2)

b. 1, f. 7 Eisenhower, Dwight D. 1962

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 8 Fillmore, Millard 1853

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 9 Garfield, James 1856, 1880, 1881

Restricted (3)

b. 1, f. 10 Grant, Ulysses S. 1862, 1870, 1881,
circa 1884

b. 6 Restricted (4)

b. 1, f. 11 Harding, Warren G. 1922

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 12 Harrison, Benjamin 1881, 1899

b. 6 Restricted (3)

b. 1, f. 13 Harrison, William Henry 1812

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 14 Hayes, Rutherford B. 1870, 1880, 1887
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Container Description Date

Restricted (3)

b. 1, f. 15 Hoover, Herbert 1928, 1929, 1932,
1936, undated

Restricted (5)

b. 1, f. 16 Jackson, Andrew 1840

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 17 Jeerson, Thomas 1795

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 18 Johnson, Andrew 1865, 1869

Restricted (2)

b. 1, f. 19 Kennedy, John F. 1953

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 20 Lincoln, Abraham 1852, 1860, 1863,
1864

b. 6 Restricted (3)

b. 1, f. 21 McKinley, William 1896, 1900,
undated

b. 6 Restricted (5)

b. 1, f. 22 Madison, James 1828

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 23 Monroe, James 1815, 1817, 1820

Restricted (3)

b. 1, f. 24 Pierce, Franklin 1833

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 25 Polk, James K. 1838

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 26 Roosevelt, Franklin D. 1918, 1940

Restricted (2)

b. 1, f. 27 Roosevelt, Theodore 1915

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 28 Taft, William Howard 1910, 1921

Restricted (2)

Hayes, Rutherford B. (continued)  
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 29 Taylor, Zachary 1824, 1849

Restricted (2)

b. 1, f. 30 Truman, Harry S. 1938, 1945

Restricted (2)

b. 1, f. 31 Tyler, John 1861

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 32 Van Buren, Martin 1850

Restricted (1)

b. 1, f. 33 Washington, George undated

b. 1, f. 34 Wilson, Woodrow 1889, 1917

Restricted (2)

Vice-presidents, cabinet members, and historical figures

b. 1, f. 35 Angell, James 1911

b. 1, f. 36 Badger, George 1849

b. 1, f. 37 Bayard, Thomas F. 1886

b. 1, f. 38 Beauharnais, Eugène undated

b. 1, f. 39 Belknap, William 1870, 1885

b. 1, f. 40 Berrien, John M. 1826

b. 1, f. 41 Bibb, George H. 1816, 1853

b. 1, f. 42 Black, Jeremiah S. [1859]

b. 1, f. 43 Blaine, James G. 1860, 1867,
1868, 1878, 1881,
undated

b. 1, f. 44 Bonaparte, Joseph (King of Spain) 1815

b. 1, f. 45 Boutwell, George S. 1866, 1868

b. 1, f. 46 Breckinridge, John C. 1853

b. 1, f. 47 Bristow, B.H. 1869, 1878, 1879

b. 1, f. 48 Brownville, Orville H. 1863

b. 1, f. 49 [Cass, Lewis?]
English

{185?]

b. 1, f. 50 Chandler, William Eaton 1865, 1882,
undated
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 51 Chase, Salmon P. 1860

b. 1, f. 52 Clinton, George 1802

b. 1, f. 53 Colfax, Schuyler 1865, 1868

b. 1, f. 54 Corwin, Thomas 1861

b. 1, f. 55 Cox, Jacob D. 1877

b. 1, f. 56 Creswell, John A. 1871

b. 1, f. 57 Crittenden, John J. 1838, 1849

b. 1, f. 58 Cross, William 1846

b. 1, f. 59 Crowninshield, Benjamin 1816

b. 1, f. 60 Cushing, Caleb 1841, 1842,
undated

b. 1, f. 61 Dallas, Alexander J. 1814

b. 1, f. 62 Dallas, George M. 1847

b. 1, f. 63 Davis, Jeerson 1870

b. 1, f. 64 Day, William 1898

b. 1, f. 65 Delano, Columbus 1874

b. 1, f. 66 Devens, Charles n.y. March 15

b. 1, f. 67 Dexter, Samuel 1800

b. 1, f. 68 Dickerson, Mahlon 1838

b. 1, f. 69 Dickinson, ________ undated

b. 1, f. 70 Dobbin, James C. 1853-1855

b. 1, f. 71 Duane, William J. 1856

b. 1, f. 72 Eaton, John H. undated

b. 1, f. 73 Ellsworth, Oliver 1794

b. 1, f. 74 Endicott, William C. 1885, 1887,
undated

b. 1, f. 75 Eustis, William 1818

b. 1, f. 76 Evarts, William M. 1860, 1861, 1880

b. 1, f. 77 Everett, Edward 1843-1870

b. 1, f. 78 Ewing, Thomas 1828, 1833, 1842

b. 1, f. 79 Fairchild, Charles S. 1886
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Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 80 Fish, Hamilton 1849, 1852, 1869

b. 1, f. 81 Folger, Charles J. 1883

b. 1, f. 82 Forsyth, John 1815, 1845

b. 1, f. 83 Foster, Charles undated

b. 1, f. 84 Foster, John W. 1904

b. 1, f. 85 Foster, Lafayette Sabine 1866

b. 1A, f. 1 Francis, D. R. 1905

b. 1A, f. 2 Frederick the Great 1778

b. 1A, f. 3 Gage, Lyman J. 1901

b. 1A, f. 4 Gallatin, Albert 1837

b. 1A, f. 5 Garcia, Manuel 1817

b. 1A, f. 6 Georin, Marie Thérèse Rodet 1744, [1767]

b. 1A, f. 7 Gibney, Robert n.y. May 4

b. 1A, f. 8 Gilpin, Henry D. 1836

b. 1A, f. 9 Gilpin, William 1866

b. 1A, f. 10 Granger, Gideon 1797

b. 2, f. 96 Greeley, Horace 1843, 1846

b. 2, f. 97 Gresham, Walter Q. 1888

b. 2, f. 98 Guilbert, Yvette undated

b. 2, f. 99 Guthrie, James 1856

b. 2, f. 100 Hadley, Arthur [192?]

b. 2, f. 101 Hamilton, Paul 1805

b. 2, f. 102 Harlan, James 1860, 1871,
undated

b. 2, f. 103 Harmon, Judson 1912, 1913, 1916

b. 2, f. 104 Hay, John 1899

b. 2, f. 105 Herbert, Hilary A. 1898

b. 2, f. 106 Hill, William [1865]

b. 2, f. 107 Hobart, Garrett A. 1880, 1898

b. 2, f. 108 Houston, Sam Gowans, William 1852

b. 2, f. 109 Hunt, William Holman 1859

 

Page 9 of 14



W. Cameron Caswell and John Marshall Holcombe, Jr. collection
MS 1637

 
Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 110 Ingham, Samuel D. 1811, 1827, 1830

b. 2, f. 111 Jewell, Marshall 1881

b. 2, f. 112 Johnson, ________ 1813

b. 2, f. 113 Joyeuse, Katherine de 1627 September
6

b. 2, f. 114 Kendall, Amos 1829, 1847

b. 2, f. 115 Kennedy, John P. 1849, undated

b. 2, f. 116 Key, D. 1876

b. 2, f. 117 King, William R. 1851

b. 2, f. 118 Lafayette, ________ 1830

b. 2, f. 119 Lamont, Daniel S. 1887

b. 2, f. 120 Legare, Hugh S. 1840

b. 2, f. 121 Lincoln, Robert T. 1906, 1914

b. 2, f. 122 Livingston, Edward 1827

b. 2, f. 123 Long, John [1880?]

b. 2, f. 124 McCrary, George W. 1878

b. 2, f. 125 McCulloch, Hugh 1888

b. 2, f. 126 McLane, Louis 1828

b. 2, f. 127 MacVeagh, Wayne 1877

b. 2, f. 128 Marcy, William L. 1839

b. 2, f. 129 Marshall, John 1803, n.y.
October 4

b. 2, f. 130 Mason, John Y. 1844, 1846

b. 2, f. 131 Meigs, Jonathan 1807

b. 2, f. 132 Meredith, William M. 1849, 1861

b. 2, f. 133 Morton, L. P. 1906

b. 2, f. 134 Niles, John 1830, 1847

b. 2, f. 135 Olney, Richard 1895, 1896

b. 2, f. 136 Paulding, James K. undated

b. 2, f. 137 Payne, Allen 1854

b. 2, f. 138 Pierrepont, Edwards 1877
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 139 Poinsett, Joel R. 1832, 1837

b. 2, f. 140 Ramsey, Alexander 1880

b. 2, f. 141 Rawlins, John A. 1863

b. 2, f. 142 Richardson, Gardner 1921

b. 2, f. 143 Richardson, William A. 1877

b. 2, f. 144 Rodney, Caesar A. 1828

b. 2, f. 145 Rogers, James 1932

b. 2, f. 146 Saint-Saëns, Camille [1835]

b. 2, f. 147 Schofield, John undated

b. 2, f. 148 Schurz, Carl 1878, 1893, 1899

b. 2, f. 149 Sherman, John 1877, 1878, 1880

b. 2, f. 150 Slade, William 1841

b. 2, f. 151 Smith, Charles Emory undated

b. 2, f. 152 Smith, Robert 1820

b. 2, f. 153 Smith, Truman 1840, 1848

b. 2, f. 154 Stuart, Alex H. H. 1832, 1853

b. 2, f. 155 Talleyrand

b. 2, f. 156 Teller, Henry M. undated

b. 2, f. 157 Thomas, G.: transcription 1775

b. 2, f. 158 [Thomas], Lorenzo
English

[18â€"?]

b. 2, f. 159 Thompson, Jacob 1853

b. 2, f. 160 Thompson, Richard W. 1880

b. 2, f. 161 Thompson, Smith undated

b. 2, f. 162 Tompkins, Daniel 1814

b. 2, f. 163 Toucey, Isaac 1838, undated

b. 2, f. 164 Tyner, James N. 1877, 1892,
undated

b. 2, f. 165 Upshur, Abel P. 1842

b. 2, f. 166 Vilas, William F. 1903

b. 2, f. 167 Walker, Robert J. 1851
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 168 Wanamaker, John 1904

b. 2, f. 169 Washburne, Elihu 1868, undated

b. 2, f. 170 Webster, Daniel 1809, undated

b. 2, f. 171 Whitney, William C. 1885, 1890,
undated

b. 2, f. 172 Wilkins, William 1819

b. 2, f. 173 Williams, George H. 1909

b. 2, f. 174 Windom, William 1880, 1890

b. 2, f. 175 Wolcott, Oliver 1825

b. 2, f. 176 Wood, Ephraim 1862

b. 2, f. 177 Woodbury, Levi 1833

Other materials

b. 2, f. 178 Connecticut, map of 1799

b. 2, f. 179 Hotchkiss School: printed material undated

b. 2, f. 180 Thanksgiving, establishment of, printed material 1813, n.d

b. 2, f. 181 War Department Widow's Pension, signed by J. Y. Mason, acting Secretary of
War

1857

b. 2, f. 182 Notes on presidents and vice-presidents of the U.S. undated

b. 2, f. 183 Receipt for purchase of slave 1848

b. 2, f. 184 Unidentified (with James Buchanan) 1856

b. 2, f. 185 Unidentified (with Grover Cleveland) undated

b. 2, f. 186 Unidentified (with Hayes) undated

b. 2, f. 187 Unidentified (with Andrew Johnson) 1866

b. 2, f. 188 Unidentified (with McKinley) 1893

b. 2, f. 189 Unidentified (with Zachary Taylor) 1848, 1850

b. 2, f. 190 Unidentified 1816, 1849, 1864,
1925, undated

b. 3 Notes on purchases of items bearing presidential/vice-presidential signatures undated

Oversize materials

b. 4 The White House Gallery of Ocial Portraits of the Presidents (George
Washington to William McKinley)

undated

b. 4 Donelson, A. J.: land grant, certificate 1835
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Container Description Date

b. 4 Fish, Hamilton: appointment of J. Holcomb as commissioner "of Deeds and
other instruments" in New York

1850

b. 4 Fish, Hamilton: passport issued to J. Holcomb 1873

b. 4 Gerry, Elbridge: commission of Paul Woodman as lieutenant in
Massachusetts militia

1811

b. 4 Hortense, Queen of Holland, (daughter of Josephine): power of attorney 1814

b. 4 Lincoln, Abraham: photograph undated

b. 4 McKinley, William: photograph 1897

b. 4 Marshall, John: sketch 1844

b. 4 Schiller/Spohr: musical, score 1848

b. 4 Seward, William: certificate of pardon granted to J. B. Oliveg 1865

b. 4 Shunk, Francis A.: appointment of J. Holcomb as commissioner in
Pennsylvania

1848

b. 4 Sulgrave Manor: printed material pertaining to restoration plans undated

FOLIO

b. 5 Washington, George: photocopies of correspondence 1776-1794
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Presidents -- United States

Genres / Formats
Autographs (manuscripts)

Names
Adams, John, 1735-1826
Adams, John Quincy, 1767-1848
Arthur, Chester Alan, 1829-1886
Buchanan, James, 1791-1868
Cleveland, Grover, 1837-1908
Coolidge, Calvin, 1872-1933
Eisenhower, Dwight D. (Dwight David),
1890-1969
Fillmore, Millard, 1800-1874
Garfield, James A. (James Abram), 1831-1881
Grant, Ulysses S. (Ulysses Simpson), 1822-1885
Harding, Warren G. (Warren Gamaliel),
1865-1923
Harrison, Benjamin, 1833-1901
Harrison, William Henry, 1773-1841
Hayes, Rutherford B., 1822-1893
Hoover, Herbert, 1874-1964
Jackson, Andrew, 1767-1845
Jeerson, Thomas, 1743-1826
Johnson, Andrew, 1808-1875
Kennedy, John F. (John Fitzgerald), 1917-1963
Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865
Madison, James, 1751-1836
McKinley, William, 1843-1901
Monroe, James, 1758-1831
Pierce, Franklin, 1804-1869
Polk, James K. (James Knox), 1795-1849
Roosevelt, Franklin D. (Franklin Delano),
1882-1945
Roosevelt, Theodore, 1858-1919
Taft, William H. (William Howard), 1857-1930
Taylor, Zachary, 1784-1850
Truman, Harry S., 1884-1972
Tyler, John, 1790-1862
Van Buren, Martin, 1782-1862
Wilson, Woodrow, 1856-1924
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