
Yale University Library
Yale Center for British Art, Institutional Archives

John Baskett papers

S022

Compiled by Cate Peebles and Meg Rinn

October 2023

Institutional Archives
1080 Chapel Street
P. O. Box 208280

New Haven, CT 06520-8280
(203) 432-8395

ycba.institutionalarchives@yale.edu
https://britishart.yale.edu/about-us/departments/institutional-archives

Last exported at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 4th, 2024

https://britishart.yale.edu/about-us/departments/institutional-archives


John Baskett papers
S022

Table of Contents

Collection Overview ....................................................................................................................................................... 3
Requesting Instructions .................................................................................................................................................  3
Administrative Information ............................................................................................................................................ 3
Immediate Source of Acquisition ................................................................................................................................ 3
Conditions Governing Access .....................................................................................................................................  4
Preferred Citation ....................................................................................................................................................... 4

Biographical / Historical ................................................................................................................................................  4
Scope and Contents .......................................................................................................................................................  4
Arrangement ..................................................................................................................................................................  4
Collection Contents .......................................................................................................................................................  5
Series I. Correspondence, 1962–2019 ......................................................................................................................  5
Series II. John Baskett, Limited , 1967–1990 .........................................................................................................  15
Series III. Notebooks, undated ................................................................................................................................. 16
Series IV. Photographs, 1961 - 2007, bulk 1961 - 1963 ........................................................................................ 17
Digitized album, 1961–1963, 2021 ...................................................................................................................  17
Photographs: reproductions included in 'Paul Mellon's Legacy: A Passion for British Art', undated .......................  17

Series V. Publications, 1915–2011 .......................................................................................................................... 19
Series VI. Subject files, undated, 1995-2005 ..........................................................................................................  22
Series VII. Paul Mellon's Funeral and Obituaries, undated, 1999 ............................................................................  23

Selected Search Terms .................................................................................................................................................  24



John Baskett papers
S022

Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Yale Center for British Art, Institutional Archives
Institutional Archives
1080 Chapel Street
P. O. Box 208280
New Haven, CT 06520-8280
(203) 432-8395
ycba.institutionalarchives@yale.edu
https://britishart.yale.edu/about-us/departments/institutional-archives

CALL NUMBER: S022

CREATOR: Baskett, John

TITLE: John Baskett papers

DATES: 1915-2021

BULK DATES: 1962–1999

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 8.6 linear feet (15 boxes)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Collection material pertains to correspondence, exhibition catalogs, 
art-related publications, brochures, and loose-leaf notebooks of art 
reproductions that document the life and career of John Baskett, art dealer 
and close friend of Paul Mellon.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: http://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use on site, please use the request links in the HTML version of 
this finding aid, available at http://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of John Baskett, 2019.

Page 3 of 24

https://britishart.yale.edu/about-us/departments/institutional-archives
http://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
http://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
http://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/


John Baskett papers
S022

Conditions Governing Access
Access to Series I folder 1, Paul Mellon correspondence with Basil Taylor, is restricted. Access to series 
VII, Paul Mellon's funeral and obituaries, requires permission. Please contact the Yale Center for British 
Art Archives for more information.

Preferred Citation
John Baskett papers. Yale Center for British Art, Archives.

Biographical / Historical
John Baskett (b. 1930) is a former art dealer and advisor to Paul Mellon who was instrumental in forming 
Mellon's collection of British art. His father, Thomas Baskett, was a dealer at the art dealership firm 
Colnaghi. Prior to founding his own art dealership, John Baskett was employed by the British Museum, 
where he worked in the department of prints and drawings; he also assisted his father as a dealer at 
Colnaghi. In 1961, Baskett took a two-year leave of absence from Colnaghi to assist Paul Mellon at his home 
in Virginia as curator of Mellon's growing collection of British art.

Baskett served as Paul Mellon's first curator at the Brick House in Virginia (1961–63), where he also 
managed, with Willis Van Devanter, the creation of an art reference library. In 1967 Baskett received a loan 
from Paul Mellon, allowing him to found John Baskett Ltd., which was in operation until 1990. Throughout 
these years he was an influential art advisor to Paul Mellon.

John Baskett served as co-author of Paul Mellon's memoir, Reflections in a Silver Spoon (1992), and 
maintained a close friendship with Paul Mellon until Mellon's death in 1999.

Scope and Contents
This collection contains correspondence, exhibition catalogs, art-related publications, brochures, and 
loose-leaf notebooks of art reproductions that document the life and career of John Baskett, art dealer and 
close friend of Paul Mellon.

Arrangement
This collection is arranged into seven series: Series I. Correspondence, 1962 - 2019; Series II. John 
Baskett, Limited, 1967 - 1990; Series III. Notebooks, undated; Series IV. Photographs, 1961 - 2007; Series V. 
Publications, 1915 - 2011; Series VI. Subject files, undated, 1995-2005; Series VII. Paul Mellon's funeral and 
obituaries [restricted], undated, 1999.
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Collection Contents
Series I. Correspondence, 1962–2019

Series I primarily contains correspondence between John Baskett and Paul Mellon regarding the purchase 
of art for Mellon's collection. Also included is some correspondence between Baskett and various 
assistants, curators, and librarians at Mellon's Oak Spring residence. There is also a folder of reproduced 
correspondence between Baskett, Mellon, and Basil Taylor from the 1960s.

Correspondence is arranged chronologically.

 
Container Description Date

b. 1382, f. 1 Paul Mellon to and from Basil Taylor (copies)

This folder is restricted.

Originals are held in the Paul Mellon Collection of Basil Taylor Papers (S006).

1961–1975

b. 1382, f. 2 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1962 January 22

b. 1382, f. 3 Rosemary Day to Paul Mellon 1963 March 18

b. 1382, f. 4 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1963 November 
17

b. 1382, f. 5 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 January 12

b. 1382, f. 6 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 January 29

b. 1382, f. 7 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 February 
14–1967 
February 28

b. 1382, f. 8 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 February 16

b. 1382, f. 9 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1967 March 1

b. 1382, f. 10 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 March 2

b. 1382, f. 11 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 March 22

b. 1382, f. 12 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 April 1

b. 1382, f. 13 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 April 1

b. 1382, f. 14 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 May 9

b. 1382, f. 15 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 June 15

b. 1382, f. 16 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 June 30

b. 1382, f. 17 Check payable to John Baskett 1967 October 30

b. 1382, f. 18 John Baskett to Ethel OrendoL 1967 November 
20

b. 1382, f. 19 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1967 November 
25
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Container Description Date

b. 1382, f. 20 Jane Brownley Davenport to Ethel OrendoL 1967 December 
5

b. 1382, f. 21 John Baskett Paul Mellon 1968 January 18

b. 1382, f. 22 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1968 January 22

b. 1382, f. 23 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1968 February 2

b. 1382, f. 24 John Baskett to Beverly Carter 1968 February 12

b. 1382, f. 25 John Baskett to Ethel OrendorL 1968 February 19

b. 1382, f. 26 John Baskett to Beverly Carter 1968 March 5

b. 1382, f. 27 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1968 April 2

b. 1382, f. 28 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1968 May 2–
1968 May 28

b. 1382, f. 29 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1968 May 8

b. 1382, f. 30 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1968 September 
25

b. 1382, f. 31 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1968 September 
10

b. 1382, f. 32 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1968 October 29

b. 1382, f. 33 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1968 December 
12

b. 1382, f. 34 John Baskett to Ethel OrendorL 1969 January 1

b. 1382, f. 35 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1968 March 31

b. 1382, f. 36 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1969 June 20

b. 1382, f. 37 Tate Gallery to Paul Mellon 1979 December 
5

b. 1382, f. 38 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1980 August 7

b. 1382, f. 39 John Baskett to and from Dita Amory 1983 October 
12–1983 October 
21

b. 1382, f. 40 Dita Amory to and from John Baskett and Julian Seymour 1984 February 
8–1984 February 
15

b. 1382, f. 41 John Baskett to Dita Amory 1984 April 5

b. 1382, f. 42 John Baskett to Dita Amory 1984 May 16

b. 1382, f. 43 John Baskett to Dita Amory 1984 June 12

b. 1382, f. 44 John Baskett to Dita Amory 1984 June 15
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Container Description Date

b. 1382, f. 45 Mark Fisher to Rachel Mellon 1984 October 17

b. 1382, f. 46 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1984 November 
16

b. 1382, f. 47 John Baskett to and from Dita Amory 1984 November 
20–1984 
November 26

b. 1382, f. 48 Sarah Frances Cunningham-Reid to and from John Baskett and Rachel Mellon 1985 March 5–
1985 May 3

b. 1382, f. 49 John Baskett to and from Tony Willis 1985 March 6–
1985 March 20

b. 1382, f. 50 Nial Hobhouse to John Baskett 1985 March 25

b. 1382, f. 51 Dita Amory to John Baskett 1985 July 19

b. 1382, f. 52 Dita Amory to John Baskett and Shaunagh Fitzgerald 1985 August 15–
1985 August 16

b. 1382, f. 53 John Baskett to and from Sandra Raphael and Carroll Cavanagh 1985 August 26–
1985 September 
2

b. 1382, f. 54 John Baskett to Dita Amory 1986 April 17

b. 1382, f. 55 Tony Willis to John Baskett 1986 May 7

b. 1382, f. 56 Sandra Raphael to John Baskett 1986 October 31

b. 1382, f. 57 Sandra Raphael to John Baskett 1986 November 
15

b. 1382, f. 58 Martha Tross to and from John Baskett 1987 March 16–
1987 March 24

b. 1383, f. 1 Sandra Raphael to John Baskett 1988 May 2

b. 1383, f. 2 Roger Jenkins to C. Cavanagh cc. John Baskett 1988 July 12

b. 1383, f. 3 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1988 July 15

b. 1383, f. 4 Caroll J. Cavenagh to Roger E. Jenkins 1988 July 25

b. 1383, f. 5 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1988 July 26

b. 1383, f. 6 Eric Lindquist to John Baskett 1988 August 15

b. 1383, f. 7 John Baskett to and from the Hotel Ritz, Madrid, regarding a reservation 1988 August 30–
1988 October 21

b. 1383, f. 8 John Baskett to Beverly Carter 1988 September 
19

b. 1383, f. 9 John Baskett to Dita Amory 1988 September 
28
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Container Description Date

b. 1383, f. 10 Paul Mellon to Virginia Warner 1988 October 3

b. 1383, f. 11 Tony Willis to John Baskett 1988 October 4

b. 1383, f. 12 Linda Kikuchi to John Baskett 1988 October 7

b. 1383, f. 13 Eric Lindquist to John Baskett 1988 October 18

b. 1383, f. 14 Sandra Raphael to John Baskett 1988 October 
18–1988 
October 19

b. 1383, f. 15 Sandra Raphael to John Baskett 1988 October 20

b. 1383, f. 16 Sandra Raphael to and from John Baskett 1988 October 20

b. 1383, f. 17 John Baskett to Eric Lindquist 1988 October 21

b. 1383, f. 18 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1988 October 26

b. 1383, f. 19 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1988 October 26

b. 1383, f. 20 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1988 October 
26–1988 
October 27

b. 1388, f. 21 John Baskett to Paul Mellon and Rachel Mellon 1988 October 
27–1988 
November 28

b. 1383, f. 22 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Martha Tross 1988 November 
4

b. 1383, f. 23 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1988 November 
21

b. 1383, f. 24 Thomas H. Beddall to John Baskett 1988 November 
22

b. 1383, f. 25 GeoLrey Hughes to Paul Mellon 1988 November 
28–1988 
November 29

b. 1383, f. 26 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1988 December 
2

b. 1383, f. 27 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1988 December 
6

b. 1383, f. 28 John Baskett to Linda Kikushi 1988 December 
8

b. 1383, f. 29 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1988 December 
8

b. 1383, f. 30 Carroll Cavanagh to GeoLrey Hughes 1988 December 
19
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Container Description Date

b. 1383, f. 31 John Baskett to Beverly Carter 1988 December 
22

b. 1383, f. 32 Ronald Pepprell to John Baskett 1989 February 15

b. 1383, f. 33 John Baskett, Carroll J. Cavanagh and Eric Lindquist 1989 February 
17–1989 June 19

b. 1383, f. 34 John Baskett to Dita Amory 1989 February 22

b. 1383, f. 35 Certificate of shipment signed B.A. Kichardson 1989 February 23

b. 1383, f. 36 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 February 27

b. 1383, f. 37 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1989 February 27

b. 1383, f. 38 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Paul Mellon 1989 March 2

b. 1383, f. 39 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Beverly Carter 1989 March 2

b. 1383, f. 40 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Paul Mellon 1989 March 3

b. 1383, f. 41 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 March 23

b. 1383, f. 42 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Rachel Mellon 1989 March 24

b. 1383, f. 43 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 March 28

b. 1383, f. 44 Eric Lindquist to John Baskett 1989 April 6

b. 1383, f. 45 John Baskett to Eric Lindquist 1989 April 11

b. 1383, f. 46 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 April 14

b. 1383, f. 47 Beverly Carter to Bernard Quaritch Ltd. 1989 April 24

b. 1383, f. 48 Jane Bromley-Davenport to and from Sandra Raphael 1989 April 25

b. 1383, f. 49 Elspeth Riley Smith to John Baskett 1989 April 26

b. 1383, f. 50 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Paul Mellon 1989 April 26

b. 1383, f. 51 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1989 April 27

b. 1383, f. 52 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 April 27

b. 1383, f. 53 Carroll J. Cavanagh to John Baskett 1989 May 2

b. 1383, f. 54 John Baskett to West End Business Systems (Kate Sanders) 1989 May 2

b. 1383, f. 55 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 May 3

b. 1383, f. 56 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Beverly Carter 1989 May 8

b. 1383, f. 57 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Paul Mellon 1989 May 8

b. 1383, f. 58 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 May 10

b. 1383, f. 59 John Baskett to Sanda Raphael 1989 May 18
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Container Description Date

b. 1383, f. 60 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 May 22

b. 1383, f. 61 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1989 May 24

b. 1383, f. 62 John Baskett to Linda Kikushi 1989 May 24

b. 1383, f. 63 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 May 24–
1989 May 25

b. 1383, f. 64 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1989 May 25

b. 1383, f. 65 Beverly Carter to John Baskett 1989 June 26

b. 1383, f. 66 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 June 26

b. 1383, f. 67 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1989 July 3

b. 1383, f. 68 John Baskett to Lord Howard de Walden 1989 July 3

b. 1383, f. 69 Air Waybill from Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1989 July 6

b. 1383, f. 70 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Aliene 1989 July 21

b. 1383, f. 71 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 July 25

b. 1383, f. 72 John S. Connor Inc to John Baskett 1989 September 
11

b. 1383, f. 73 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 October 27

b. 1383, f. 74 John Baskett to Beverly Carter and Guy Neville 1989 October 
28–1989 
October 30

b. 1383, f. 75 John Baskett to Beverly Carter 1989 October 31

b. 1383, f. 76 John Baskett to Sandra Raphael 1989 November 
6

b. 1383, f. 77 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 November 
7

b. 1383, f. 78 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 November 
9

b. 1383, f. 79 Sandra Raphael to John Baskett 1989 November 
9

b. 1383, f. 80 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 November 
10

b. 1384, f. 81 Jane Bromley-Davenport to Rachel Mellon 1989 November 
13

b. 1384, f. 1 John Baskett to Linda Kikushi 1989 November 
14

b. 1384, f. 2 John Baskett and Beverly Carter to unknown 1989 November 
16
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Container Description Date

b. 1384, f. 3 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 November 
17

b. 1384, f. 4 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 November 
20

b. 1384, f. 5 Jane Bromley-Davenport to John Baskett 1989 November 
22

b. 1384, f. 6 Judy Egerton to John Baskett 1989 November 
23–1998 
November 10

b. 1384, f. 7 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1989 December 
5

b. 1384, f. 8 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 December 
5

b. 1384, f. 9 R. Grundy to Dorcas Hardin 1989 December 
6

b. 1384, f. 10 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 December 
7

b. 1384, f. 11 John Baskett to Tom Beddall 1989 December 
7

b. 1384, f. 12 Paul Mellon to Alan Williams 1989 December 
11

b. 1384, f. 13 Beverly Carter to John Baskett 1989 December 
12

b. 1384, f. 14 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 December 
12

b. 1384, f. 15 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 December 
18

b. 1384, f. 16 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 December 
18

b. 1384, f. 17 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1989 December 
19

b. 1384, f. 18 Andrew McIntosh Patrick to Paul Mellon 1989 December 
19

b. 1384, f. 19 John Baskett to Anita Engels 1990 September 
26–1990 
November 29

b. 1384, f. 20 Rachel Mellon to John Baskett 1990 September 
26

b. 1384, f. 21 Rachel Mellon to John Baskett 1990 October 2

b. 1384, f. 22 John Baskett to Janet Stewart 1990 October 3
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Container Description Date

b. 1384, f. 23 John Baskett to Janet Stewart 1990 November 
29

b. 1384, f. 24 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1990 November 
29

b. 1384, f. 25 John Baskett to and from Nicholas Barker 1990 November 
29

b. 1384, f. 26 Carroll Cavanagh to Sandra Raphael 1990 December 
3

b. 1384, f. 27 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1990 December 
5

b. 1384, f. 28 John Baskett to and from unknown 1991 January 5

b. 1384, f. 29 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1991 July 9

b. 1384, f. 30 Tony Willis to John Baskett 1991 October 18

b. 1384, f. 31 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1991 October 30

b. 1384, f. 32 Nancy Huthansel to John Baskett 1991 November 
8

b. 1384, f. 33 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1992 June 23

b. 1384, f. 34 Beverly Carter to Rick Levin 1995 January 9

b. 1384, f. 35 Rachel Mellon to John Baskett 1995 March 23

b. 1384, f. 36 Helen Linfield to Paul Mellon 1995 May 10

b. 1384, f. 37 Beverly Carter to John Baskett 1995 August 25

b. 1384, f. 38 John Baskett to Nancy Collins 1995 August 25

b. 1384, f. 39 John Baskett to Lucia Tongiorgi Tomasi 1995 August 26

b. 1384, f. 40 John Baskett to Paul Mellon 1995 September 
14

b. 1384, f. 41 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1995 September 
23

b. 1384, f. 42 John Baskett to Dorcas Hardin 1995 September 
24

b. 1384, f. 43 The Daily Telegraph to and from John Baskett, and Paul Mellon (John Walker's 
Daily Telegraph Obituary)

1995 September 
29–1995 
October 30

b. 1384, f. 44 John Baskett to and from Paul Mellon 1995 October 15

b. 1384, f. 45 John Baskett to Embassy of the United States in London, England 1995 November 
22
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Container Description Date

b. 1384, f. 46 John Baskett to Embassy of the United States in London, England 1995 December 
18

b. 1384, f. 47 John Baskett Application for Non-immigrant Visa 1995 December 
18

b. 1384, f. 48 Sue Hawkins to and from Paul Mellon and John Baskett 1996 February 26

b. 1384, f. 49 Paul Mellon to and from John Baskett 1996 March 19–
1996 March 25

b. 1384, f. 50 Unknown to John Baskett 1996 March 22

b. 1384, f. 51 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1996 March 22

b. 1384, f. 52 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon and Julia Blackeley 1996 March 27

b. 1384, f. 53 Paul Mellon to John Baskett 1996 April 10

b. 1384, f. 54 Beverly Carter to Anthony Spink 1996 April 17

b. 1384, f. 55 Nicholas Perren to John Baskett and John Baskett to Beverly Carter 1996 April 23

b. 1384, f. 56 Marks and Spencer to John Baskett: invoice 1996 June 14

b. 1384, f. 57 John Baskett to Kenneth Herr 1996 July 6

b. 1384, f. 58 John Baskett to William Morrow Company 1996 July 14

b. 1384, f. 59 Kenneth Herr to and from John Baskett 1996 July 19–
1996 July 23

b. 1384, f. 60 John Baskett to Kenneth Herr 1996 July 23

b. 1384, f. 61 Kenneth J. Herr to John Baskett 1996 November 
27

b. 1384, f. 62 John Baskett to and from Paul Mellon 1996 December 
2–1996 
December 6

b. 1384, f. 63 Christie, Manson & Woads Ltd. to John Baskett: invoice 1998 April 5

b. 1384, f. 64 Joanne Monks to the Gaverick Club 1998 June 23

b. 1384, f. 65 John Baskett to William B. Ouzts 1998 February 
25

b. 1384, f. 66 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 1998 June 24–
1998 June 26

b. 1384, f. 67 Richard Newbury to John Baskett 1998 June 26

b. 1384, f. 68 John Baskett to Richard Newbury 1998 June 29

b. 1384, f. 69 Susan Cochroh to and from John Baskett 1998 July 20

b. 1384, f. 70 John Baskett to Tony Willis 1998 October 15
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Container Description Date

b. 1384, f. 71 John Baskett to Simon Hornby 1998 October 15

b. 1384, f. 72 Raymond Seitz to John Baskett 1998 October 17

b. 1384, f. 73 Tony Willis to John Baskett 1998 November 
6

b. 1384, f. 74 John Baskett to and from Rachel Mellon 1998 November 
6

b. 1384, f. 75 Draft of Paul Mellon's obituary for "The Times" (by Duncan Robinson) 2001 November 
6

b. 1384, f. 76 Tony Willis to John Baskett 2004 April 16

b. 1384, f. 77 John Baskett to Rachel Mellon 2004 June 1

b. 1384, f. 78 Patricia Zandy Email to Barbara Sheilor, Amy Myers, Brian Allen 2005 February 
15

b. 1384, f. 79 George Stoke to John Baskett 2006 March 16

b. 1384, f. 80 John Baskett to Kasha Jenkinson 2006 March 17

b. 1384, f. 81 John Baskett sketch of the Brick House layout 2019 April 30

b. 1384, f. 82 Brian Allen to John Baskett undated

b. 1384, f. 83 John Baskett to Paul Mellon undated

b. 1384, f. 84 John Baskett to Beverly Carter undated

b. 1384, f. 85 John Baskett to Helen Linfield undated

b. 1384, f. 86 Portion of letter from Raymond Seitz undated
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Series II. John Baskett, Limited , 1967–1990

Series II, John Baskett, Limited, contains a bound ledger that documents all the sales made by John Baskett 
during his tenure as an independent art dealer (1967-1990).

 
Container Description Date

b. 1377 John Baskett Ltd. stock book 1967–1990
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Series III. Notebooks, undated

Series III, Notebooks, contains loose-leaf pages from several notebooks created by John Baskett circa 1958, 
to learn about prints and drawings, circa the mid-1950s through the early 1960s. Pages include images and 
description of artworks.

The notebook pages have been kept in their original order.

 
Container Description Date

b. 1376, item 1 John Baskett bound notebook undated

b. 1376, item 2-4 John Baskett loose leaf notebooks undated

b. 1379, item 1-2 John Baskett loose leaf notebooks undated
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Series IV. Photographs, 1961 - 2007, bulk 1961 - 1963

Series IV, Photographs, includes both print and digitized photographs. The sub-series, Digitized 
Photographs, contains digitized copies of 272 photographs from an album documenting Baskett's years at 
the Brick House in Virginia (1961-1963). There are individual images and digitizations of album pages. The 
album includes photographs of John Baskett and others involved in caring for and building Paul Mellon's 
art and rare book collections, such as Willis Van Devanter, Martha Tross and Basil Taylor; there are also 
numerous photographs of the landscape and homes in Upperville, Virginia.

The sub-series in 'Photographs: reproductions included in 'Paul Mellon's Legacy: A Passion for British Art'' 
contains printed photo reproductions of earier images used to illustrate John Baskett's essay 'Paul Mellon: 
A Remembrance' in the 2007 catalogue, 'Paul Mellon's Legacy: A Passion for British Art.' These images 
show Andrew Mellon, Paul Mellon at various stages in his life, and pictures of John Baskett and Paul Mellon 
together.

Photographs in sub-series 'Digitized album' have been kept in their original order.

Photographs in sub-series 'Photographs: reproductions included in 'Paul Mellon's Legacy: A Passion for 
British Art' are arranged chronologically.

 
Container Description Date

Digitized album 1961–1963, 2021

Album pages

JPEGS

TIFFS

Individual photographs

Cropped shots 1

JPEGS

TIFFS

Cropped shots 2

JPEGS

TIFFS

Photographs: reproductions included in 'Paul Mellon's Legacy: A Passion for British 
Art'

undated

b. 4009, f. 1 Andrew Mellon, from 'The Age of the Moguls' by Steward Halbrook (1953) undated

b. 4009, f. 2 The Brick House, undated

b. 4009, f. 3 John Baskett with Paul Mellon in front of his father's house at Woodland 
Road, Pittsburgh

undated

b. 4009, f. 4 Paul Mellon, age six, England, 1913 undated

b. 4009, f. 5 Paul Mellon en route to Omaha Beach, 1944 undated

b. 4009, f. 6 Paul Mellon, circa 1962 undated

b. 4009, f. 7 Paul Mellon with John Baskett at a loan meet at Oak Spring, 1998 undated
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Container Description Date

b. 4009, f. 8 Portrait of Basil Taylor by Gerald Frankl, 1952 undated

Photographs: reproductions included in 'Paul Mellon's Legacy: A [...] (continued)  
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Series V. Publications, 1915–2011

Series V, Publications, contains an assortment of volumes collected by John Baskett and includes auction 
catalogues, books about Paul Mellon's collection, and general exhibition catalogues. It also includes 
pamphlets and brochures relating to Paul Mellon, the Mellon family, and events.

Publications are arranged alphabetically by title.

 
Container Description Date

b. 1386, f. 1 Address by Paul Mellon at the Annual Testimonial Dinner at Keeneland 1975

b. 1386, f. 2 Address by Paul Mellon on receiving the Annual Award of Thoroughbred Club of 
America

1975

b. 1386, f. 3 Albrecht Durer; His Prints and His Influence, published by P & D Colnaghi & Co Ltd 1971

b. 1386, f. 4 Art in Seventeenth Century Italy, published by P & D Colnaghi & Co Ltd 1972

b. 1386, f. 5 Bonchurch, by Peter Brett undated

b. 1390, f. 1 British Watercolors and Drawings in the Age of Turner 1996

b. 1386, f. 6 Callot: A Selection of Prints from The Collection of Rudolf L. Baumfeld and Lessing 
J. Rosenwald

1963

b. 1386, f. 7 To Celebrate the Life of Jack Barrett, published by the Pierpont Morgan Library 1981

b. 1386, f. 8 Christie's Catalogue (Draft Copy) 1998

b. 1386, f. 9 Christie's Catalogue 1998

b. 1386, f. 10 Collection of Pictures by Old Masters and Modern Pictures and Drawings, 
Christies

1937

b. 1386, f. 11 A Collector Recollects; Remarks by Paul Mellon at the opening of the exhibition 
Painting in England 1700-1850, by the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

1963

b. 1387, f. 1 Exhibition of Drawings and Prints by Thomas Rowlandson, published by John 
Baskett Ltd

1969

b. 1387, f. 2 Exhibition of English Drawings and Watercolors, published by P & D Colnaghi CO 
LTD

1964

b. 1387, f. 3 Exhibition of English Drawings and Watercolors, published by P & D Colnaghi CO 
LTD

1965

b. 1387, f. 4 Exhibition of English Drawings and Watercolors, published by P & D Colnaghi CO 
LTD

1966

b. 1387, f. 5 Exhibition of English Paintings and Drawings of the 19th century, published by P & 
D Colnaghi CO LTD

1958

b. 1387, f. 6 Exhibition of Old Master Drawings, published by P & D Colnaghi CO LTD 1971

b. 1387, f. 7 Exhibition of Prints from the P. Mariette and other old collections, published by P & 
D Colnaghi CO LTD

1958

b. 1387, f. 8 Flora on Vellum II Brigid Edwards, published by Thomas Gibson Fine art Ltd 1997

b. 1387, f. 9 Foxcroft School Commencement Program 1964
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Container Description Date

b. 1387, f. 10 The Frick Collection: A Guide to Works of Art on Exhibition 1989

b. 1387, f. 11 Frozen Tombs: The Culture and Art of Ancient Tribes of Siberia 1978

b. 1395 Geschichte Und Kritischer Katalog Des Deutschen Tafeln 44-92, by Max Lehrs 1915

b. 1396 Geschichte Und Kritischer Katalog Des Deutschen Tafeln 93-108, by Max Lehrs 1915

b. 1387, f. 12 Glasgow University's Pictures; A Selection of Paintings, Drawings, Prints and other 
works from the Hunterion Museum, published by P & D Colnaghi CO LTD

1973

b. 1387, f. 13 The Graphic Work of Albrecht Durer, published by The British Museum 1971

b. 1387, f. 14 The Grittleton Marbles Statuary and Garden Ornaments, published by Christie's 1966

b. 1387, f. 15 Hommage A Frits Lugt, published by Institut Neerlandais 1971

b. 1387, f. 16 Honoring Paul Mellon of Rokeby Farm Testimonial Dinner, published by 
Thoroughbred Club of America

1975

b. 1388, f. 1 In Praise of Paul Mellon 1987

b. 1387, f. 17 Italian 16th Century Drawings from British Private Collections 1969

b. 1388, f. 2 John Murray (informative booklet on the firm of John Murray) 1986

b. 1388, f. 3 The Livery Companies of the City of London 1997

b. 1388, f. 4 A Loan Exhibition of English Drawings and Watercolors from the Collection of Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Mellon of Upperville, published by P & D Colnaghi CO LTD

1965

b. 1388, f. 5 A Loan Exhibition of English Drawings from the Whitworth Art Gallery University 
of Manchester, published by P & D Colnaghi CO LTD

1967

b. 1388, f. 6 A Loan Exhibition of Drawings by Old Masters from the Collection of Mr. GeoLrey 
Gathorne-Hardy, published by P & D Colnaghi CO LTD

1972

b. 1388, f. 7 A Loan Exhibition of Master Drawings Catalogue 1994

b. 1388, f. 8 The Manning Gallery Catalogue 1953–1966

b. 1388, f. 9 Maps and Notes Pertaining to the Upper Section of Fauquier County, by B. Curtis 
Chappellear. Esq.

1954

b. 1388, f. 10 Medieval Muslim Horsemanship; A 14th Century Arabic Cavalry Manual 1979

b. 1390, f. 3 The Mellons of Pittsburgh, published by Fortune Magazine 1967

b. 1388, f. 11 The Names of Those Present at the Service in Memory of Nora McMullen Mellon 1973

b. 1390, f. 4 National Gallery of Art Andrew W. Mellon Tribute Programs 1981–1985

b. 1388, f. 12 National Gallery of Ireland; Catalogue of Paintings 1971

b. 1390, f. 5 Old Master Drawings ans Prints Walker Art Gallery Catalogue 1966

b. 1390, f. 6 Paintings Birmingham Art Gallery Catalogue 1960

b. 1390, f. 7 Paintings from the Dulwich Pictures Catalogue 1954
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Container Description Date

b. 1390, f. 2 A Profile of the East Building; Ten Years at the National Gallery of Art 1989

b. 1390, f. 8 A Service of Thanksgiving for the Life of Charles Ingram Courtenay Earl of Halifax 1980

b. 1390, f. 9 Thoughts in a Mellon Patch: Mellon family reunion souvenir 1970

b. 1390, f. 10 Two Hundredth Annual Dinner of the York Gimcrack Club, Paul Mellon speech 1970

b. 1390, f. 11 Ulster American Folk Park 1982

b. 1390, f. 12 The Worshipful Company of Musicians, Yearbook 2011
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Series VI. Subject files, undated, 1995-2005

Series VI features additional subject files related to John Baskett's work as an art dealer and as advisor to 
Paul Mellon.

Materials are arranged alphabetically.

Material is arranged into two subseries: funeral planning and obituaries. Both are arranged chronologically.

 
Container Description Date

b. 1389, f. 1 Condition report on 'Still Life' by Fede Galizia undated

b. 1389, f. 2 "End of an era" newspaper article 1995 November 
3

b. 1389, f. 3 Mellon book list undated

b. 1389, f. 4 National Sporting Library Newsletter: "Thomas Rowlandson Drawings from the 
Paul Mellon Collection"

Spring 2005

b. 1389, f. 5 Postcards from The National Childbirth Trust of Great Britain undated

b. 1389, f. 6 The Royal Veterinary College: Save Duncan's Horses Appeal, commemorative 
brochures

undated

b. 1389, f. 7 Select Specimens of British Plants undated
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Series VII. Paul Mellon's Funeral and 
Obituaries

John Baskett papers
S022

Series VII. Paul Mellon's Funeral and Obituaries, undated, 1999

Series VII, Paul Mellon's funeral plans and obituaries, contains material related to the planning of Paul 
Mellon's funerary services, as well as obituaries published after his death.

Access to Series VII, Paul Mellon's funeral and obituaries requires permission. Please contact the Yale 
Center for British Art Archives for more information.

Material is arranged into two subseries: funeral planning and obituaries. Both subseries are arranged 
chronologically.
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Art, British

Occupations
Art dealers

Names
Mellon, Paul
Mellon, Rachel Lambert
Taylor, Basil

Corporate Bodies
National Gallery of Art (U.S.)
Yale Center for British Art
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