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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
mssa.assist@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1358

CREATOR: Marble family

TITLE: Marble-Richardson family papers

DATES: 1695-1971

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.5 linear feet (1 box)

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Two volumes of genealogical and related materials of the Marble-Richardson 
family from the Hingham area of Massachusetts. The work was compiled by 
Arthur Demerick Marble of Lawrence, Massachusetts. Included are family 
charts, pictures, drawings, clippings, biographical sketches, letters, copies of 
diaries and legal documents. Prominent figures are Gershom and Demerick 
Marble, Thomas Burr, represented by diaries from the French and Indian and 
Revolutionary Wars, Abijah Richardson, Jr. who travelled to California in 1851, 
and John Lewis writing from Maine in 1746-1747.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1358

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1358.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Transferred from Beinecke Rare Book Library in 1979.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown, though much of the material in this collection is 
likely in the public domain. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law 
(Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. 
Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright 
owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Marble-Richardson Family Papers (MS 1358). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Scope and Contents
The Marble-Richardson Family Papers are contained in one box and consist of two volumes of family 
genealogy and two folders of loose materials removed from the volumes. The Papers were acquired by Yale 
University in 1979.

The genealogies and other family papers were lovingly compiled by Arthur Demerick Marble (1853-1934), 
a civil engineer from Lawrence, Massachusetts, between 1895 and around 1916. Volume I, Genealogy 
Marble-Richardson, is devoted to the ancestors of Arthur D. Marble. It includes family charts, pictures 
and drawings, newspaper clippings, biographical sketches and reminiscences, letters, copies of diaries 
and legal documents, and a variety of original documents.The Marbles, Richardsons, and other families 
represented were all from Massachusetts, mostly from the Hingham area. The Marble ancestors most 
completely documented are Gershom Marble (ca. 1662-1725) and Demerick Marble (1819-1898). Volume I 
also contains information on six other male lines; Gross, Burr, Leavitt, Howland, Gorham, and Easterbrooks, 
the first two being the most important. In each instance, the direct line only is discussed. For example, 
seven generations of Grosses are included, ending with Deborah Hawkes Gross, the mother Arthur D. 
Marble. The Burr family material contains information on six generations of Burrs, concluding with Olive 
Fearing Burr, the grandmother of Arthur D. Marble. The Burr record has copies of several diaries kept by 
Thomas Burr (1735-1821) from the French and Indian and Revolutionary Wars.

Volume II, Geneaology (sic)   Richardson-Marble, contains materials on eight family lines of Mary Alice 
Richardson (1850-1914), the wife of Arthur D. Marble, and fourteen additional Marble lines. The Richardson 
section includes a biographical sketch of Mary Alice Richardson and twenty letters to and from Abijah 
Richardson, Jr. (1825- ) and Frances Maria (Manning) Richardson (1826- ), Mary Alice's parents, between 
1848 and 1856. In 1851 Abijah Richardson, Jr. abandoned his wife and children and travelled to San Francisco, 
where he remained for at least five years in an unsuccessful quest for riches. The letters, however, are 
of more interest to those studying the Richardson family than for those interested in early California 
history, for they contain relatively little about life and conditions in San Francisco. The other female lines 
included are those for Pond, Fairbanks, Manning, Wright, Locke, and Burnham. The three most important 
additional Marble lines are those for the Hawkes, Fearing, and Lewis families. The Hawkes record contains 
a document from the 1690s giving information about the first three generations of the family. A Fearing 
manuscript from the mid-nineteenth century has material on seven generations of that family, while the 
Lewis section includes a letter from John Lewis (1717-1803) of North Yarmouth, Maine to his parents in 
Hingham, Massachusetts, written March 6 1746/1747. Lewis discusses the winter weather, wood cutting, 
and the purchase of sable skins for a muH for his sister. A Lewis family genealogy dating from 1809 is also 
included.
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Folders 3 and 4 contain loose items removed from the two volumes, some of which were inserted after 
the death of Arthur D. Marble. The material has been kept in the same order as it appeared in the original 
volumes.

The Marble-Richardson Family Papers are most useful to genealogists, but copies of eighteenth century 
diaries, family biographies, and the California letters might also be of interest to researchers.
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Collection Contents
Inventory, Circa1695-1971
0.5 linear feet (one box)

 
Container Description Date

Genealogy Marble-Richardson

b. 1, f. 1 Vol. I 1795-1916

b. 1, f. 2 Vol. II Circa 1695-1916

b. 1, f. 3 Loose items 1874-1971, 
undated

b. 1, f. 4 Loose items 1853-1929, 
undated
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Families

Geographic Names
Hingham (Mass.)
Maine -- Social conditions

Names
Burr, Thomas, 1735-1821
Lewis, John, 1717?-1803
Marble, Arthur Demerick, 1853-1934
Marble, Demerick, 1819-1898
Marble, Gershom, ca. 1662-1725
Richardson, Abijah

Families
Richardson family
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