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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1855

CREATOR: Center for Information on America

TITLE: Center for Information on America records

DATES: 1951-1985

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 16 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The records consist of correspondence with fund granting agencies and 
academicians who wrote for the Center for Information on America's 
publications, subject files, financial records, copies of the Center's 
publications and related circulation files, and administrative records.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1855

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1855.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Thayer Scudder, 2005.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright for unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the Center for Information 
on America has been transferred to Yale University. These materials may be used for non-commercial 
purposes without seeking permission from Yale University as the copyright holder. For other uses of 
these materials, please contact beinecke.library@yale.edu.

Copyright status for other collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Center for Information on America Records (MS 1855). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University 
Library.

Biographical / Historical
The Center for Information on America was founded in 1951 in Washington, Connecticut. Townsend 
Scudder 3rd (1900-1988) served as executive director during its existence. Its purpose was devoted to the 
broad aim of furthering public understanding of this country's self-governing process and the issues faced 
in continuing the successful operation of democracy. The goals of the Center were realized through a series 
of publications, including Vital Issues, Grass Roots Guides on Democracy and Practical Politics, and Capital. 
The Center closed in 1985.

Scope and Contents
The records consist of correspondence with fund granting agencies and academicians who wrote for the 
Center for Information on America's publications, subject files, financial records, copies of the Center's 
publications and related circulation files, and administrative records.

Arrangement
The papers are arranged by type of material.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1 Meetings/minutes 1952-1985

b. 2 Meetings/minutes 1952-1985

b. 3 Meetings/minutes 1952-1985

b. 4 Meetings/minutes 1952-1985

b. 5 Meetings/minutes 1952-1985

b. 6 Circulation reports 1958-1970, 1979, 
1981

b. 7 Financial [includes audits] 1951-1983

b. 8 Publications 1950s-1970s

b. 9 Publications 1950s-1970s

b. 10 Administrative [includes background on the Center] 1951-1985

Correspondence/subject files 1950s-1980s

b. 11 A-B

b. 12 B-C

b. 13 D-F

b. 14 Ford Foundation

b. 15 F-P

b. 16 R-Z
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Names
Scudder, Townsend, 1900-

Corporate Body
Center for Information on America
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