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Twombly, Alexander S. (Alexander Stevenson), 1832-1907
Alexander Stevenson Twombly papers

1843-1907

1linear foot (2 boxes)

English

Letters from personal friends and famous people concerning Twombly’s work
as minister, author, president of the Yale Alumni Association of Boston.

To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms. 1163

Requesting Instructions

To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/

mssa.ms.1163.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number,
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Purchased in 1947.

Conditions Governing Access

The collection is open for research.
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Conditions Governing Use

Unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by the creator(s) of this collection are in the
public domain. There are no restrictions on use. Copyright status for other collection materials is
unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.)
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works not
in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright owners.
Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation

Alexander Stevenson Twombly Papers (MS 1163). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical

ALEXANDER STEVENSON TWOMBLY, son of Alexander Hamilton and Mary (Perley) Twombly, was
born March 14,1832, in Boston, Mass. Before fitting for college he spent two years in a store, and after
preparation in the school of Lewis J. Dudley (Y.C.1838) in Northampton, Mass., he joined the class at the
beginning of Sophomore year.

After graduation he entered the Andover Theological Seminary and finished his course in 1858, having
meantime spent part of the years 1856-1857 in travel and study at Heidelberg, Germany. He was ordained
February 10, 1859, and was pastor of the Presbyterian church in Cherry Valley, N.Y,, for three years. In 1862
he accepted a call as the first pastor of the State Street Presbyterian Church of Albany, N.Y., where he
remained five years. From the spring of 1867 to 1872 he was pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of
Stamford, Conn., and then for nineteen years of the Winthrop (Congregational) Church, in Charlestown,
Mass. (now Bunker Hill District of Boston). He remained with this church, admired and beloved, until his
retirement from pastoral service in 1891, when he bought a home in Newton, Mass. He spent the year
1886-1887 abroad. During four months of the winter and spring of 1894 he was the acting pastor of the
Central Union Church at Honolulu. As the result of his sojourn there he wrote "Hawaii and its People” and
"Kelea, the Surf Rider: a Story,” both published in 1900.

He often contributed to the religious and secular press and for a time in 1891 was editorially connected
with the Boston Traveler. From 1896 to 1898 he was Literary Editor for the publishing house of Silver,
Burdett & Co., issuing during that time "The Silver Series of English Classics,” in ten volumes. Besides
this work he was the author of "Merry Maple Leaves,” 1872; "The Choir Boy of York Cathedral, and other
Christmas Stories,” 1890; "Masterpieces of Michelangelo and Milton”; and “Life of Dr. John Lord,” 1896.

In 1883 he received the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Yale, and from 1881 to 1885 was
President of the Yale Alumni Association of Boston. He was for five years Vice-President of the Associated
Charities of Newton and President from 1902 to 1908.

Dr. Twombly died after a brief illness at his home in Newton, November 19,1907, at the age of 75 years.

He married, December 23,1858, Abby, daughter of Jacob Bancroft, of Boston, and had five sons, all of whom
with Mrs. Twombly survive him. Four of the sons graduated from the Academical Department of Yale, in
1881,1884, 1891, and 1896, respectively, and the other from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in
1887.

Yale Obituary Record,1900-1910.

Scope and Contents

The Alexander S. Twombly Papers consist mainly of letters to Twombly from famous people and personal
friends. There are also clippings about the correspondents and a small number of drawings, photographs,
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and writings. Most of the letters are mounted in three scrapbooks (numbered 1, 2, and 4), which are the
entire contents of Box 1. Box 2 contains the remaining papers, including loose letters, some of which were
originally in scrapbook 3. The following pages contain an index to the correspondence.

These papers were purchased by Yale University in 1947.
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Collection Contents
Inventory, 1843-1907

b.1,f.1 Scrapbook, vol.1

b.1,f.2 Scrapbook, vol. 2

b.1,f.3 Scrapbook, vol. 3 (introductory pages only)
b.1,f. 4 Scrapbook, vol. 4

b.2,f.5-33 Loose letters, A-W

b.2,f.34 Loose letters, unidentified

Miscellaneous

b.2,f.35 Calling cards and invitations
b.2,f.36 "How | came to be a minister...” and other writings
English
b.2,f.37 A.S. Twombly: deed to Jacob Bancroft
b.2,f.38 Photographs and engravings
b.2,f.39-40 Newspaper clippings re: people whose letters are in the collection
b.2,f. 41 Miscellaneous printed matter
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Index of Correspondents

Note: Most of the letters are mounted in three scrapbooks (numbered vols. 1, 2, and 4), which are the
entire contents of Box 1. Box 2 contains the remaining papers, including loose letters, some of which were

originally in scrapbook vol. 3.

Name

Adams, James

Adams, R.

Alexander, Constance G.

Alexander, Walter S.

Alexander, William D.

Anthony, Charles H.

Armstrong, William N.

Bacon, Leon

Bancroft, Cecil Franklin P.

Barbour, William M.

Barker, AlbertS.

Barton, William E.

Beckwith, E.G.

Bertrand, L.J.

Bingham, Hiram

Birnie, Douglas P.

Bischoff, Alice (Colby)

Volume

vol 4

vol 2

vol 4

vol 1

vol 1

vol 2

vol 4

vol 1

vol 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 4
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Page

p. 96

p.113

pp. 82-84

p.57

p. 66

p.98

p.109

p.45

pp. 12-13, 68-69

p.4

pp. 88-89

p.3

p.33



Name

Bishop, Charles R.

Bishop, Sereno E.

Blagden, George W.

Bond, Lawrence

Boynton, Nehemiah

Brewer, William H.

Bridgman, C. DeWitt

Brooks, Phillips

Brown, Benjamin F.

Brown, Charles R.

Buckley, James M.

Bunce, Mary E.

Bushnell, Samuel C.

Butler, Daniel

Campbell, Douglas

Campbell, R.J.

Capen, Samuel Billings

Carter, George R.

Volume

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol.1

vol.1
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Page

p.1

p. 85

p.118

p. 670

pp. 94-95

p. 71

p.97

p. 39

p.7

p.22

p. 84

pp. 98-99

p.58

p.15



Name

Carter, Sybil A.

Chamberlain, Leander T.

Chamberlain, Mellen

Churchill, John W.

Churchill, Mary (Donald

Claflin, William

Clark, Edward L.

Crane, Winthrop M.

Cruikshank, James

Davis, William H.

Day, Charles O.

Dexter, Franklin B.

Dexter, Henry Martyn

Dike, Samuel Warren

Doane, Thomas

Dole, Anna (Cate)

Dole, Crawford

Dole, Sanford B.

Doyle, John T.

Volume

vol. 4

vol.1

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 2
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Page

p.105

p. 65

p. 87

p. 25

p. 29

p. 35

p. 28,30

p. 31

p. 119

p. 80

p. 83

p.56

p.28

p.122

pp.108-109

p. 67

p. 67

p.37-38



Name

Drake, Alexander W.

Dunning, Albert E.

Durant, Pauline A.

Duryea, Joseph T.

Dwight, Timothy

Eads, James B.

Eddy, Edith E.

Edes, Henry H.

Everett, William

Fenn, William H.

Fiske, John M.

Freeman, Alice E.

Gates, George A.

Gavazzi, Alessandro

Gilder, Richard W.

Gilman, Gorham D.

Goodrich, Ellen C.

Gordon, George A.

Volume

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 4

vol.1
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Page

p. 64

pp. 52-53

p.70

pp. 51, 62

p. 56l

p. 31

pp. 8-9

p.26

p.56

p. 31

p.44

p.54

p.15

p.13

p.3

p. 35

p.50



Name

Green, Samuel A.

Greenleaf, Mary W.

Griffis, William E.

Gunsaulus, Frank W.

Hadley, Arthur T.

Hale, Edward E.

Hamlin, Cyrus

Harris, George

Harris, William T.

Hart, GeorgeE., Jr.

Haskell, E.B.

Herrick, Margaret F.

Herrick, Samuel E.

Herrick, Sophia W.

Higginson, Thomas W.

Hincks, Edward Y.

Volume

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1
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Page

pp. 74-75

p.110

p. 32

pp.32-34

p.56

pp. 14-15

p. 63

p.24

pp. 33,59

p. 39

p. 64

p.6

p.107

p.46

pp. 44-45

p.14

pp. 39-41



Name

Hodges, George

Holmes, Edward J.

Holmes, Oliver W.

Hornbrooke, Francis B,

Howard, James R.

Howells, William D.

Howland, Henry E.

Hubbell, William S.

Huntington, Oliver W.

Hyde, George

Hyde, James F.C.

James, William

Jacques, Kate S.

Jacques, William W.

Jefferson, Charles E.

Jenkins, Jonathan L.

Jewett, Sarah O.

Johnson, Robert L.

Volume

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2
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Page

p. 29

p. 65

p.2

pp.1-2

p. 85

pp. 60, 78-79, 116-117

p. 31

p. 112

p.121

p. 81

p. 49

p. 111

p.28

p.17

p. 115

p. 87

p.112-A

pp. 22-23

pp. 124-125



Name

Jones, P.C.

Judd, Albert F.

Judd, Gerrit P.

Kimura, B.S.

Kirk, Edward N.

Kittredge, Abbott E.

Klumpke, Anna E.

Knortz, Karl

LaFarge, John

Lambert, Adrian

Lambert, Alexander

Lambert, Edward W.

Lane, Jonathan A.

Lawrence, William

Lecky, William E.H.

Lee, CharlesF.

Little, Caroline C.

Volume

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

105; loose

vol.1

vol. 4

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4
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Page

p.8

p. 67

pp. 9, 39

p. 112

p.12

p.110

pp.102-103

p. 67

p. 91

pp.47-48

pp.72-73

p. 61

p.102

p.24

p.47

p.37



Name

Longfellow, Alice M.

Lord, Annie L.

Lord, John

Lyon, Leila

McAIl, Robert W.

McKenzie, Alexander

Mead, Charles M.

Merrill, George E.

Merriman, Daniel

Moxom, Philip S.

Mulford, Elisha

Mulford, Rachel P.

Munger, Theodore T.

Nast, Thomas

Newell, William W., Jr.

Volume

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol. 4

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol. 2
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Page

p.13

p.46

pp. 54-55

p.34

p. 60

pp. 36-37

pp. 25, 91

p. 93

p.101

p.129

p.30

p.5

p. 27

p.27

p.87

p.100

pp.104-105



Name

Norton, Charles E.

Nichols, Charlotte P.

Nott, Eliphalet

Osborne, CW.

Palfrey, Methyl O.

Palmer, Ray

Park, Edwards A.

Parkhurst, Charles H.

Perry, David B.

Phelps, Austin

Phillips, Fred J.

Plumb, A.H.

Porter, Edward G.

Porter, Noah

Putnam, Israel

Quint, Alonzo H.

Rantoul, Robert L.

Rice, Cora L.

Rice, William A.

Ritch, Thomas G.

Volume

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1
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Page

p. 23

p.16

p. 94

p.98

p.19

pp. 92-93

p.100

p.38

p.37

p.127

p. 114

p.10

p. 66-A

p. 101

p.30

p. 20

p.55



Name

Robinson, Charles S.

Robinson, George D.

Russell, William E.

Ryder, William H.

Salter, Mary J.

Sargent, Charles S.

Sawyer, Timothy

Schindler, Solomon

Sears, Joshua M.

Seaver, Norman

Seelye, Julius H.

Shinn, George W.

Silver, Edgar

Smyth, Egbert C.

Sprague, William B.

Stedman, Edmund C.

Stimson, Henry A.

Stowe, Harriet, (Beecher)

Tarbox, Increase N.

Volume

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 4

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol.1

vol.1
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Page

p.126

p. 29

p. 61

p.120

p.27

p.57

p.106

p.18

pp. 74-75

p. 43

p. 25

pp. 40-41

p.90

p.54

p. 11
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Name Volume Page
Taylor, John Phelps vol.1 p. 40
Thayer, Joseph H. vol.1 p.42

vol. 2 p.77

vol. 4 pp. 36,103
Thomas, Reuen vol. 2 pp. 48-49, 63
Thwing, Charles F. vol. | p.52

vol. 4 pp.77,92
Tobey, Edward S. vol.1 p.37
Tobey, Leslie

Travelli, Charles J.

Trowbridge, Tilman C. vol.1 p.34
Tucker, William J. vol.1 p. 39
Twining, Kinsley vol.1 p.53

vol. 4 p.26

Twombly Family

Twombly, A.H. vol.1 pp.70-71, 73, 75-77
Twombly, A.S. vol. 2 pp. 6-7

Twombly, Edward vol. 4 p.113

Twombly, Juliette A. vol. 2 p.128

Vose, James G. vol. 2 pp. 42-43
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Name

Walker, Francis A.

Walker, Williston

Wanen, Cornelia

Wanen, Susan C.

Weeks, Edwin L.

Weeks, Fannie H.

Wheeler, Arthur M.

Wheeler, Crosby H.

White, Andrew D.

White, Erskine N.

Whitney, James L.

Whiton, James M.

Williams, James B.

Willis, Albert S.

Winship, Albert E.

Winslow, Kenelm

Winthrop, Robert C.

Woodford, Stewart L.

Volume

vol. 4

vol.1

vol. 2

vol. 4

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol.1

vol.1

vol.1

vol. 4

vol.1

vol. 4

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol. 2

vol.1

vol. 2
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Page

pp. 88-89

p. 21

p.98

p. 31

p.30

pp. 16-21

p.35

p.36

p.59

p.101

p.55

p. 86

pp. 10-11

pp. 50-51

p.123

p.4

pp. 90-91
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Name Volume Page

Wright, Henry P. vol. 2 p. 99
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Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library’s online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects

Clergy
Clergy as authors

Names

Alexander, Constance Grosvenor

Carter, George Robert, 1866-1933

Duryea, Joseph T. (Joseph Tuthill), 1832-1898
Dwight, Timothy, 1828-1916

Gordon, George A. (George Angier), 1853-1929
Hale, Edward Everett, 1822-1909

Hincks, Edward Y. (Edward Young), 1844-1927
Holmes, Oliver Wendell, 1809-1894

Howells, William Dean, 1837-1920

Jewett, Sarah Orne, 1849-1909

Lambert, Edward Wilberforce, 1831-1904
Lord, John, 1810-1894

McKenzie, Alexander, 1830-1914

Munger, Theodore Thornton, 1830-1910
Norton, Charles Eliot, 1827-1908

Stedman, Edmund Clarence, 1833-1908
Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 1811-1896

Thwing, Charles Franklin, 1853-1937
Twombly, Alexander S. (Alexander Stevenson),
1832-1907

Weeks, Edwin Lord

Whiton, James Morris, 1833-1920
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