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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 1296

CREATOR: Jackson, Edith Banfield, 1895-1977

TITLE: Edith Banfield Jackson papers

DATES: 1947-1959

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 4.25 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The papers include photographs, scrapbooks, correspondence, and 
memorabilia documenting Edith B. Jackson's Yale Rooming-In Research 
Project at the Grace-New Haven Community Hospital in New Haven, 
Connecticut. The impact of the rooming-in concept on the medical 
profession is also documented.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1296

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.1296.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Transferred from the Yale University Historical Medical Library, 1980.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Edith Banfield Jackson Papers (MS 1296). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library. Yale 
University Library.

Separated Materials
Models of the rooming-in unit that were originally part of the collection were transferred to the Yale-
New Haven Hospital, 2008.

Biographical / Historical
Edith Banfield Jackson was born in 1895. A graduate of Vassar College (B.A. 1916) and John Hopkins 
University (M.D. 1921), Jackson held various teaching positions at the Yale University School of Medicine 
from 1924 to 1929. After a brief hiatus in which she underwent training and analysis with Sigmund Freud, 
she returned to Yale in 1936 as professor in pediatrics and psychiatry and remained until her retirement 
in 1959. A child psychiatrist and pioneer in family-centered maternity and infant care and parent-infant 
bonding, she is best known for her work on the Yale Rooming-In Research Project. She developed the 
rooming-in plan to allow parents to have an increased role in the care of their newborn children within 
hospitals. From 1946 to 1952 Jackson directed the experimental rooming-in unit at the Grace-New Haven 
Community Hospital. The project served as the model for a new obstetrical unit at Yale-New Haven 
Hospital and stimulated change in the institutionalized care of mothers and infants.

Scope and Contents
The papers include photographs, scrapbooks, correspondence, and memorabilia documenting Edith B. 
Jackson's Yale Rooming-In Research Project at the Grace-New Haven Community Hospital in New Haven, 
Connecticut. The impact of the rooming-in concept on the medical profession is also documented.

Arrangement
The papers are arranged by record type.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1 Guestbook 1947-1952

b. 1A Plaque [1950]

b. 2 Scrapbook with clippings, programs, and letters 1954-1959

b. 2 Floorplan of Rooming-in Unit, Grace-New Haven Community Hospital undated

b. 3 Photographs depicting labor, delivery, rooming-in in Grace-New Haven 
Community Hospital

circa 1950s

b. 4 Glass slides circa 1950s

Scrapbooks with clippings, programs, and letters

b. 1B 1946-1948 1946-1948

b. 1C 1949-1951 1949-1951

b. 1D 1951-1953 1951-1953
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Medicine
Newborn infants -- Care

Genres / Formats
Scrapbooks

Names
Jackson, Edith Banfield, 1895-1977

Corporate Body
Grace-New Haven Community Hospital
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