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MS 1463

Wells, Leon Weliczker, 1925-
Leon Weliczker Wells papers
1918-2009

14 linear feet (20 boxes)

English

The papers include minutes of Hadassah and World Jewish Congress
meetings and responses to a questionnaire sent to prominent American
Jewish leaders. Correspondence, writings, printed ephemera, and a CD

relating to the Holocaust complete the collection.

To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://

hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.1463

Requesting Instructions

To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/

mssa.ms.1463.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number,
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Leon W. Wells,1987,2005, 2006, 2007, and 2009.
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Conditions Governing Access

Hadassah files (folders 13-20) in the original accession may not be photocopied. Researchers wishing to
quote from or use this material in any way must secure permission from Hadassah.

Conditions Governing Use

Copyright for unpublished materials authored or otherwise produced by Leon Weliczker Wells has
been transferred to Yale University. These materials may be used for non-commercial purposes without
seeking permission from Yale University as the copyright holder. For other uses of these materials,
please contact beinecke.library@yale.edu.

Copyright status for other collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written

permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Leon Weliczker Wells Papers (MS 1463). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Accruals
Accession 2010-M-008 was added as folder 5 to box 1, Accession 2007-M-092.

Biographical / Historical

Leon Weliczker Wells was born in Lvov, Poland, on March 10, 1925. Wells was a prisoner in the Janowska
concentration camp outside Lvov during World War Il. He escaped from the camp in an uprising in 1943 and
was hidden in the basement of the Kalwinski family on the outskirts of Lvov.

Wells kept a written record of his experiences as a member of the "Death Brigade,” and these memoirs
were published in Poland after the war and reissued in the United States as The Janowska Road. In 1946
Wells left Poland for the American Zone in Germany, and while in Munich he helped organize the Jewish
Historical Commission there. This group gathered documents on the Holocaust which became part of the
original collection of the Yad Vashem archive in Israel. Wells gave testimony at both the Nuremberg trials
and the Eichmann trial.

In 1949 Wells received his Ph.D in mechanical engineering from the Technical Institute of the University of
Munich. He came to the United States in 1949 and did post-graduate work in physics at Lehigh University.
He has worked in the field of applied optics and mechanisms and holds patents on motion picture
projecting systems.

Wells published Who Speaks for the Vanquished?in 1987. In this work Wells investigated the "non-
response” of American Jewish leaders of the plight of Jews in Nazi Europe. He contended that Zionist
organizations in America failed to respond in a significant way to save the Jews of Europe because they
were focusing their time, influence, and money on preparations for a Jewish state in Palestine.

Wells lives in Fort Lee, New Jersey. He and his wife have three children.

Scope and Contents

The Leon Weliczker Wells Papers consist of correspondence, manuscripts, and research material
relating to Wells’s book, Who Speaks for the Vanquished?.The papers also include a small amount of
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correspondence concerning arrangements for Wells to appear before courts in West Germany to testify in
war crimes trials in the 1960s and 1970s.

The bulk of the material, which Wells gave to the Yale University Library in 1987, is composed of copies of
documents Wells assembled in researching Who Speaks for the Vanquished? The Wells Papers include
copies of relevant minutes from boards and committees of Hadassah and the World Jewish Congress

as well as letters written by prominent American Jewish leaders in response to a questionnaire mailed

to them by Wells. Additions of correspondence, writings, printed ephemera, and a CD relating to the
Holocaust complete the collection.

Wells received permission from Hadassah to copy the materials now in folders 13-20 of the original
accession. While Hadassah has allowed the Manuscript and Archives Department to make these files
available to researchers, permission to copy or quote from the Hadassah materials rests wth Hadassah.
Researchers may not photocopy materials in folders 13-20, and any researcher seeking to quote from these
files or use this material in any way must secure permission from Hadassah.

Arrangement

The papers are arranged consecutively by accession.
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Collection Contents
Original accession
b.1,f.1-9 Correspondence 1960-1985
b.1,f.10-11 Manuscripts and notes 1943-1977,
undated
Background material

b.1,f.12 ”"America’s Challenge to Nazi Mass Deportation”: rally transcript 1939 December

English
b.1,f.13 Hadassah Executive Committee: minutes 1938-1946

No photocopying allowed.

b.1,f.14-19 Hadassah National Board: minutes 1939

No photocopying allowed. October-1946

b.1,f.20 Hadassah Board: minutes 1952
No photocopying allowed.

b.1,f. 21 Inter: American Jewish Congress: proceedings 1941 November
b.2,f.22 "Stop Hitler Now”: rally transcript 1943 March
English
b.2,f.23 World Jewish Congress: Administrative and Executive Committees: minutes 1933-1935,
1945-1946

Printed material relating to the Holocaust

b.2,f.24-27 General 1941-1967,1972,
1983, undated
b.2,f.28 Holocaust Newsletter 1936-1944
English
b.2,f.29 Jewish Labor Committee 1942-1944
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Accession 2005-M-088: Additional Material, 1918-2003

Audiovideo materials in boxes 6U, 14U, 15U, and 16U may only be played/viewed in the reading room and
cannot be reproduced.

b.1

b.2

b.3

b.4

b.5

b.5

b. 6U

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

Ghetto money, writings and correspondence

Printed ephemera [includes clippings, flyers, newsletters, and correspondence]
Printed ephemera [includes clippings, flyers, newsletters, and correspondence]
Printed ephemera [includes clippings, flyers, newsletters, and correspondence]
Posters

“Lemberg, Lvoy, L'viv: Conflict, Change, Survival, The Tale of a City
1939-45" [conference at University of Richmond]
English

"Remember” [poster done by P. Schuldenrein at Zeilsheim commemorating  undated
the six million Jews who perished during the Holocaust. Each digit of the

number 6000000 contains a portrayal of an aspect of the Holocaust:

Kristallnacht, names of concentration camps, public hangings, deportation,

ghetto life, forced labor, and arrival of Jews at a camp]

English

"Brygada Smierci” (Brigade of Death), by composer Krzysztof Penderecki, compact
disc

1 Audio Disc (CD)

English

Books
Wells, Leon W. FA63. AW.Sijthoff- Leiden 1964
Wells, Leon. Dodsbrigaden. Samerlerens Forlag Kobenhavn 1965
Wells, Leon W. Pour Que La Terra Se Souvienne. Editions Albin Michel 1962
Wells, Leon Weliczker. Para Que a La Terra Nao Esqueca. Livraria Bertrand. undated
Wells, Leon W. Perche La Terra Ricordi. Rizzoli 1964
Pilch, Judah, ed. The Jewish Catastrophe in Europe. The American 1968

Association for Jewish Education
Uris, Leon. QBVII. Bantam Books 1972

Gilbert, Martin. The Holocaust: A history of The Jews of Europe During The 1985
Second World War. Holt Rinehart and Winston

Heyman, Eva. The Diary of Eva Heyman. Shpolsky Publishers 1988
Stiffel, Frank. The Tale of The Ring: A Kaddish. Bantam Books 1984
Apenszlak, Jacob. The Black Book of Polish Jewry. Roy Publishers 1943
Marshall, Bruce. Vespers in Vienna. Popular Library 1947
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b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.7

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

Books (continued)

Schoenbaum, David. Hitler’s Social Revolution. Doubleday & Company
Friedman, Philip. Their Brothers’ Keeper. Crown Publishers
Rawicz, Piotr. Blood From The Sky. Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc.

Levkov, llya. Bitburg and Beyond: Encounters in American, German and
Jewish History. Shapolsky Publishers

Lifton, Betty Jean. The King of Children: A Biography of Janusz Korczak.
Schocken Books

Applefeld, Aharon. For Every Sin. Vintage International
Korwin, Yala. To Tell The Story: Poems of the Holocaust. Holocaust Library

Graver, Lawrence. An Obsession with Anne Frank. University of California
Press

Vonnegut jr, Kurt. Slaughter House Five. Dell Publishing Company

Dwork, Deborah, and Robert Jan Van Pelt. Auschwitz, 1270 to Present. W.W.

Norton & Company
Speer, Albert. Spandau: The Secret Diaries. Pocket Books

Polonsky, Antony. My Brother’s Keeper? Recent Polish Debates on the
Holocaust. Routledge

Maurice, Samuel. Prince of the Ghetto. Shocken Books

Richman, Leon. Why? Extermination Camp, Lemberg 134 Janowska Street,
Poland. Vantage Press

Wells, Leon Weliczker. Und sie machten Politik: Die amerikanischen
Zionisten und der Holocaust. Knesebeck & Schuler

KA-TZETNIK 135633. House of Dolls. Pyramid Books

Wyman, Davis S. Paper Walls: America and the Refugee Crisis 1938 -1941.
University of Massachusetts Press

Wills, Garry. Papal Sin: Structures of Deceit. Doubleday
Joachimowicz, A. Unter Shtolenem Bloy. Cyco Publishing House

Cargas, Harry James. Holocaust Scholars Write to the Vatican. Greenwood
Press

Tenenbaum, Joseph. Underground, the Story of a People. The Philosophical
Library, Inc.

Wells, Leon Weliczker. Who Speaks for the Vanquished? American Jewish
Leaders and the Holocaust. Peter Lang Publishing Inc.

Lewin, Kurt I. A Journey Through lllusions. Fithian Press

Perkal, Max. Outside was Beautiful..The notebooks of a 19 Year-old Written
in 1945. The Menard Press
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b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.8

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

Books (continued)

Richman, Leon. Why? Lemberg 134 Janowska Street, Poland. Vantage Press
Cohn, Marta. Hanna Senesh: Her Life and Diary. Sphere Books Limited
Kolitz, Zvi. Survival for What? Philosophical Library

Harel, Isser. The House on Garibaldi Street. Bantam Books

Rudolf, Anthony. Engraved in Flesh, A Study of Piotr Rawicz and his novel,
Blood from the Sky. Menard Press

Rudolf, Anothony. At an Uncertain Hour: Primo Levi’s war against oblivion
Huchhuth, Rolf. The Deputy. Grove Press

Urman, Jerzy Felicks. I’'m not even a grown-up: The Diary of Jerzy Felicks
Urman. Menard Press/ King’s College

Fishman, David E. Ember Plucked From the Fire: The Rescue of Jewish
Cultural Treasures in Vilna. Yivo Institute for Jewish Research

Eisenberg, Azriel. Witness to the Holocaust. The Pilgrim Press
Wells, Leon W. The Death Brigade. Macmillan Company
Steinberg, Lucien. Jews Against Hitler. Gordon & Credmonesi
Eisner, Jack. The Survivor. William Morrow & Co.

Wells, Leon W. Ein Sohn Kiobs. Wilhelm Heyne Verlag

Wechsberg. The Murderers Among Us: The Wiesenthal Memoirs. McGraw-
Hill Co.

Welles, Summer. The Time for Decision. Harper & Bothers Publications
Kesten, Hermann. Ich lebe nicht in der Bundesrepublik. List Verlag Munchen

Morgenthau, Henry. Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story. Doubleday Page &
Company

Schechtman, Joseph B. The Mufti and the Fuehrer: The Rise and Fall of Haj
Amin el-Husseini. A.S. Barnes and Company

Gilbert, Martin. The Righteous: The Unsung Heroes of the Holocaust. Henry
Holt & Company

Russel, Lord of Liverpool. The Trial of Adolf Eichmann. Heinemann
Turkow, Jonas. Despues de la Liberacion. El Judaismo Polaco
Bamm, Peter. The Invisible Flag. The John Day Company

Heyman, Eva. The Diary of Eva Heyman. Shapolsky Publishers

Frischauer, Willi. The Rise and Fall of Hermann Goering. Houghton Mifflin
Company

Taylor, Telford. Grand Request. Simon and Shuster
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b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.9

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

Books (continued)

Manvell, Roger, and Heinrich Fraenkel. Goering. Simon and Schuster
Kempner, Robert M.W. Eichmann und Komplizen. Europa Verlag

Rosensaft, Menachem Z. Not Backward to Belligerency. Israel and the Arab
States: A Study of Events Surrounding the Six Day War of June 1967. Thomas

Yoseloff

Wichton, Charles. Heydrich: Hitler’'s Most evil Henchman. Chilton Company-
Book Division

Taylor, Telford. Hitler’s Secret Book. Grove Press, Inc.

Senger und Etterlin, Frido von.Neither Fear nor Hope: The Wartime Career of
General Frido Von Senger und Etterlin. E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc.

Schlabrendorff, Fabian von. The Secret War Against Hitler. Pitman Publishing
Corporation

Cohn-Sherbok, Dan. Anti-Semitism. Sutton Publishing

Wells, Leon Weliczker. Shattered Faith, A Holocaust Legacy. The University
Press of Kentucky

Poliakov, Leon. Harvest of Hate: The Nazi Program for the Desctruction of
the Jews of Europe. Syracuse University Press

Nyiszli, Miklos. Auschwitz: A Doctors Eyewitness Account. Frederick Fell Inc.

Still, Alexander. Benevolence and Betrayal. Five Italian Jewish Families Under
Facism. Summit Books

Helmreich, William B. Against All Odds, Holocaust Survivors and the
Successful Lives They Made in America. Simon and Shuster

Fiszer, Arthur. Archives of the Office of Dr. |. Schwarbart, Member of the
Polish National Council in Exile, London. Yad Vashem

Wells, Leon W. pour que la terra se souvienne. Editions Albin Michel

Cargas, Henry James. Voices From the Holocaust. The University of
Kentucky Press

Medoff, Rafael. The Deafening Silence: American Jewish Leaders and the
Holocaust. Shapolsky Publishers

Ryan, Michael D. Human Responses to the Holocaust: Perpetuators and
Victims, Bystanders and Resisters. The Edwin Mellen Press

Ringelblum, Emmanuel. Notes from the Warsaw Ghetto, The Journal of
Emmanuel Ringelblum. McGraw- Hill Book Company, Inc.

Schwarz, Leo W. The Root and the Bough. Rinehart & Company, Incorporated
Schwarz- Bart, Andre. The Last of the Just. Atheneum Publishers

Oliner, Samuel P, and Pearl M. Oliner. The Altruistic Personality: Rescuers of
Jews in Nazi Europe. The Free Press
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b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

b.10

Books (continued)

Friedman, Philip. Martyrs and Fighters: The Epic of the Warsaw Ghetto.
Frederick A. Praeger, Publishers

Boom, Corrie Ten. The Hiding Place. Bantam Books

Rawicz, Piotr. Bloc-notes d’un contre-revolutionnaire ou La gueule de bois.
Gallimard

Schwarz, Leo W. The Redeemers, A Saga of the Years 1945- 1952. Farrar, Staus

and Young
Laffin, John. The Anatomy of Captivity. Abelard-Schuman

Hay, Malcolm. Europe and the Jews, The Pressure of Christendom on the
People of Israel for 1900 years. Beacon Press

Ikor, Roger. La Pluie sur La Mer. Albin Michel
Hilberg, Raul. The Destruction of the European Jews. Quadrangle Books

Scholl, Inge. Students Against Tyranny, The Resistance of the White Rose,
Munich, 1942-1943. Wesleyan University Press.

Williams, John A. Last Flight from Ambo Ber. American Association of
Ethiopian Jews

Epstein, Helen. Children of the Holocaust. Bantam Books

Ringelblum, Emmanuel. The Journal of Emmanuel Ringelblum. Schocken
Books

Thorne, Leon. Out of the Ashes, The Story of a Survivor. Rosebern Press

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Letters & Papers From Prison. Macmillan Publishing
Company

Jackel, Lea Rosh Eberhard. Der To dist ein Meister dus Deutschland:
Deportation und Ermordung der Juden Kollaboration und Verwigerung in
Europa. Hoffmann und Campe Verlag

Kaplan, Helene C. | Never Left Janowska. Holocaust Library

Rautkallio, Hannu. Finland and the Holocaust: The Rescue of Finland’s Jew’s.

Holocaust Library
Lefteeich, Joseph. Abraham Sutzkever: Partisan Poet. Thomas Yoseloff, Ltd.
Uhlman, Fred. Reunion. Penguin Books Ltd.

Rosen, Donia. The Forest My Friend. World Federation of Bergen- Belson
Association, Inc.

Pakula, Zbigniew. Five Kamienie. Wydawnictwo,W drodze”

Lind, Jakov. Landscape in Concrete. Grove Press, Inc.

Godfryd, Bernard. Anton the Dove Fancier and other Tales of the Holocaust.

Pocket Books
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Books (continued)

b. 11 Wells, Leon W. The Death Brigade. Holocaust Library 1963

b.11 Wells, Leon. The Janowska Road: The Survival story of Classic Dimension. 1963
The Macmillan Company

b.11 Donat, Alexander. The Death Camp Treblinka, A Documentary. Holocaust 1979
Library

b. 11 Friedman, Philip. Roads to Extinction: Essays on the Holocaust. The Jewish 1989
Publication Society of America and the Conference on Jewish Social Studies,
Inc.

b. 11 Anger, Per. With Raoul Wallenberg in Budapest, Memories of the War Years 1981
in Hungary. Holocaust Library

b. 11 Ainsztein, Rueben. The Warsaw Ghetto Revolt. Holocaust Library 1979

b. 11 Donat, Alexander. The Holocaust Kingdom. Holocaust Library 1978

b.11 Gutman, Yisrael, and Shmuel Krakowski. Unequal Victims, Poles and Jews 1986

During World War II. Holocaust Library

b. 11 Schupack, Joseph. The Dead Years. Holocaust Library 1986
b. 11 Wells, Leon Weliczker. The Janowska Road. Holocaust Library 1999
b. 11 Arad, Yitzhak. The Partisan From the Valley of Death to Mount Zion. 1979
Holocaust Library
b. 11 Thalmann, Rita, and Emmanuel Feinermann. Crystal Night. Holocaust Library 1974
b. 11 Grossman, Chaika. The Underground Army. Fighters of the Bialystok Ghetto. 1987
Holocaust Library
b. 11 Novitch, Miriam. Sobibor, Martyrdom and Revolt. Holocaust Library 1980
b. 11 Pankiewicz, Tadeusz. The Cracow Ghetto Pharmacy. Holocaust Library 1987
b. 11 Friedman, Philip. The Brothers’ Keepers. Holocaust Library 1978
b. 11 Wells, Leon W. The Death Brigade. Holocaust Library 1978
b.11 Wells, Leon W. Hophni, Sein Leben und eine ABenteur, bis er in Pimlico zu 1967
Hause war. Langewiesche-Brandt KG
b. 11 Hausner, Gideon. Justice in Jerusalem. Holocaust Library 1966
b. 11 Med, Vladka. On Both Sides of the Wall. Holocaust Library 1979
b.11 Arad, Yitzak, Schuel Krakowski, and Shmuel Spector, eds. The Einsatzgruppen 1989

Reports, Selections from the Dispatches of the Nzai Death Squads’
Campaign Against the Jews, July 1941- 1943. Holocaust Library

b.11 Poliakov, Leon. Harvest of Hate, The Nazi Program for the Destruction of the 1979
Jews in Europe. Holocaust Library

b. 11 Vrba, Rudolf and Alan Bestic. | Cannot Forgive: The Full Story of the Man undated

Who Escaped Auschwitz in 1944 who Today is Chief Witness at the 1964
Auschwitz Trial.
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b. 11

b. 11
b. 11

b. 11

b. 11

b. 11

b. 11

b. 11

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

b.12

Books (continued)

Arad, Yitzak. Ghetto in Flames, The Struggle and Destruction of the Jewsin 1982
Vilna in the Holocaust. Holocaust Library

Latour, Anny. The Jewish Resistance in France (1940-1944). Holocaust Library 1970
Latour, Anny. The Jewish Resistance in France (1940-1944). Holocaust Library 1970

Wells, Leon W. Ein Sohn Hiobs, Ein sehr menschliches Buch zum Holocaust, 1963
eher ein Hoffnungsschrel als eine Anklage. Wilelm Heyne Verlag

Richter, Hans Peter. Friedrich. Puffin Books 1961

Garber, Zev, and Richard Libowitz. Peace, In Deed: Essays in Honor of Harry 1998
James Cargas. Scholars Press

Pilarczyk, Krzysztof. Guide to Bibliographies of Polish Judaica. Research 1992
Center of Jewish History and Culture in Poland
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