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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 879

CREATOR: Kaplan, Robert

TITLE: Robert Kaplan papers

DATES: 1918-1971

BULK DATES: 1945–1959

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 1 linear foot

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: The collection consists of correspondence, research materials and 
unpublished writings of Robert Kaplan. The research materials and writings 
document John L. Lewis, the UMWA Welfare and Retirement Fund, and 
Josephine Roche, retirement fund director.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.0879

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.0879.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Immediate Source of Acquisition
Gift of Grace Kaplan, 1978.
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Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
Robert Kaplan Papers (MS 879). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Associated Materials
Forms part of the Contemporary Medical Care and Health Policy Collection.

Biographical / Historical
Robert Kaplan was the research director for the United Mine Workers Union of America (UMWA) from 
1942 to 1967. He also served as the archivist in charge of documenting American labor leader John L. 
Lewis' term as president of the UMWA. As research director, Kaplan often contributed commentaries on 
economics and labor relations to the UMWA Journal.

Scope and Contents
The collection consists of correspondence, research materials and unpublished writings of Robert Kaplan. 
The research materials and writings document John L. Lewis, the UMWA Welfare and Retirement Fund, 
and Josephine Roche, retirement fund director.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

b. 1, f. 1 Correspondence 1943-1971

Research materials

John L. Lewis

b. 1, f. 2 Correspondence 1946-1957

b. 1, f. 3 Memoranda and notices 1948-1957

Photographs

b. 1, f. 4 - 6 General 1946-1959

b. 1, f. 7 Portraits 1952-1964

b. 1, f. 8 - 9 Senate Subcommittee on Labor and Public Welfare hearing 1957

Speeches and statements

b. 1, f. 10 - 15 General 1920-1952

b. 2, f. 16 Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) 1935

Josephine Roche

b. 2, f. 17 Correspondence 1959-1968

b. 2, f. 18 Photographs 1956-1960

b. 2, f. 19 Testimonies and statements 1938-1956

b. 2, f. 20 Wage Earning Women and Girls in Baltimore [monograph], by 
Josephine Roche

1918

UMWA Welfare and Retirement Fund

Manuscripts

b. 2, f. 21 "Causes of Conflict Between the UMWA Retirement Fund and 
Organized Medicine," by Peter Rich
English

1960

b. 2, f. 22 "The Medical, Health and Hospital Service of the Welfare and 
Retirement Fund of the UMWA," by M. L. Ingar
English

1958

b. 2, f. 23 - 24 "The Healing Chain: How the Miners Created a New Pattern of 
Medical Care," by Alfred Deutsch
English

1959

Photographs

b. 2, f. 25 Disabled mine workers 1946-1949

b. 2, f. 26 Centralia Mine disaster [for retirement fund pamphlet] 1947-1948
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Container Description Date

b. 2, f. 27 Printed matter 1930-1959

Writings

b. 3, f. 28 UMWA Journal 1940-1947

Manuscripts

b. 3, f. 29 "A Better Life For American Mine Workers"
English

undated

b. 3, f. 30 "Credit and Capital"
English

undated

b. 3, f. 31 "My Twenty-Five Years with John L. Lewis"
English

undated

b. 3, f. 32 "Progress and Plenty"
English

undated

b. 3, f. 33 "The United Mine Workers Welfare and Retirement Fund: Its 
Background and History"
English

undated

UMWA Welfare and Retirement Fund (continued)  
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Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Coal miners -- Labor unions
Coal miners -- United States
Industrial hygiene
Labor union welfare funds
Medicine
Public health

Occupations
Authors

Preferred Titles
Contemporary Medical Care and Health Policy 
Collection

Names
Kaplan, Robert
Lewis, John L. (John Llewellyn), 1880-1969
Roche, Josephine A. (Josephine Aspinwall), 
1886-1976

Corporate Body
United Mine Workers of America
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