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Collection Overview

REPOSITORY: Manuscripts and Archives
Yale University Library
P.O. Box 208240
New Haven, CT 06520-8240
(203) 432-1735
(203) 432-7441
beinecke.library@yale.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/

CALL NUMBER: MS 714

CREATOR: American Student Union

TITLE: American Student Union papers

DATES: 1936-1941

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: 0.5 linear feet

LANGUAGE: English

SUMMARY: Miscellaneous printed material, news releases, pamphlets, and other 
publications of the American Student Union. Also included is material 
relating to the American Youth Congress and other student organizations.

ONLINE FINDING AID: To cite or bookmark this finding aid, please use the following link: https://
hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/mssa.ms.0714

Requesting Instructions
To request items from this collection for use in the Manuscripts and Archives reading room, please use 
the request links in the HTML version of this finding aid, available at https://hdl.handle.net/10079/fa/
mssa.ms.0714.

To order reproductions from this collection, please go to http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/
ifr_copy_order.html. The information you will need to submit an order includes: the collection call number, 
collection title, series or accession number, box number, and folder number or name.

Key to the container abbreviations used in the PDF finding aid:

b. box
f. folder

Administrative Information

Conditions Governing Access
The materials are open for research.
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Conditions Governing Use
Copyright status for collection materials is unknown. Transmission or reproduction of materials 
protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written 
permission of the copyright owners. Works not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited 
without permission of the copyright owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Preferred Citation
American Student Union Papers (MS 714). Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library.

Biographical / Historical
The American Student Union was founded in 1935 in Columbus, Ohio. It was a left-leaning organization of 
high school and college students stressing pacifism, human rights, unionism, anti-fascism, and support for 
the Spanish Republic.

Scope and Contents
Assorted printed materials of the American Student Union and other student and youth organizations of 
the 1930s and 1940s make up these papers. The American Student Union, founded in 1935 in Columbus, 
Ohio, was a left-leaning organization of high school and college students. The literature of the organization 
contained in this collection stresses pacifism, human rights, equality, unionism, and the dissemination of 
education. Also stressed are anti-fascism and support for the Spanish Republic. Among the materials in the 
papers are a constitution, newsletters, minutes of meetings, convention proceedings, guides for chapters, 
programs, financial statements, resolutions and position statements, several pamphlets by Joseph P. Lash, 
clippings, ephemera, and related items. Also included in these papers are similar materials relating to 
the American Youth Congress, founded in 1834 in New York. This was another left-oriented youth group 
made up of college, church, trade union, and other organizations, and concerned with unemployment, 
education, public health, and social legislation to benefit youth. Finally, there are a few papers from several 
other youth groups, including the Campaign for Youth's Needs and Work Camps for America. Scattered 
throughout the papers are several pieces of correspondence of Robert E. Lane, a Harvard graduate who 
entered Yale Graduate School with the class of 1942 but never finished his degree. A portion of these 
papers belonged to Lane, who appears to have been a member of several of the organizations represented 
here.

Materials relating to the Yale University Chapter of the American Student Union may be found under call 
numbers Yeg 8 / +Am 3n and Yeg 8 / Am 3.
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Collection Contents

 
Container Description Date

American Student Union

b. 1, f. 1 - 3 Printed material and statements 1937-1940, 
undated

b. 1, f. 4 Publications and clippings

A copy of this material is available in digital form from Manuscripts and 
Archives. Contact Manuscripts and Archives at beinecke.library@yale.edu to 
request access to the digital copy.

1937-1939, 
undated

b. 1, f. 5 Ephemera 1938-1940, 
undated

b. 1, f. 6 - 9 American Youth Congress 1935-1941, 
undated

b. 1, f. 10 Campaign for Youth's Needs 1940-1941, 
undated

b. 1, f. 11 Work Camps for America 1933-1940, 
undated

b. 1, f. 12 Other organizations 1939-1941, 
undated

 

Page 5 of 6

mailto:beinecke.library@yale.edu?subject=Digital%20Copy%20Request:%20[Preservica]%20ms_0714_s01_b001_f0004


American Student Union papers
MS 714

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online 
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and 
listed alphabetically therein.

Subjects
Student movements
Students

Corporate Bodies
American Student Union
American Youth Congress
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